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Consistency in Calculation Methodology – Depreciation of Buildings 

 
 

This addendum finalizes the default useful lives for buildings as follows: 
 
 

Building Category Building Depreciation 
Methodology 

Default Useful 
Life 

Single useful life for all buildings Method 1 33 years 
Single useful life for “other” buildings Methods 2 and 3a 33 years 
Single useful life for “laboratory” buildings Methods 2 and 3a 26 years 

 
 
The default useful lives are weighted averages established by building surveys conducted at 
the San Francisco, Los Angeles and San Diego campuses. The “laboratory” buildings 
surveyed at these campuses represent approximately 67 percent of total University 
“laboratory” buildings. 
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