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S Y S T E M W I D E  I N I T I A T I V E S  T O  

S T R E N G T H E N  T H E  U C  R E S E A R C H  

E N T E R P R I S E

M u l t i c a m p u s  R e s e a r c h  
P r o g r a m s  a n d  I n i t i a t i v e s

► 146 projects since 2009

► 55% of projects support early career faculty

► 1500 postdocs and students supported

► $575M in leveraged extramural funds



Overview of Funding Opportunity – Guiding Principles

• Enhance UC’s systemwide research capacity and influence

• Advance multicampus collaborations through multidisciplinary or 

interdisciplinary engagement

• Create meaningful impact for UC and California

MRPI Guiding Principles



Overview of Funding Opportunity - Goals

MRPI intends to support:

• Areas in which seed funding could lead to extramural funding;

• Areas that are underfunded by other sources in relation to their 

perceived importance to the state or the nation;

• Innovative, interdisciplinary research in emerging fields of study 

that could increase UC’s research competitiveness



Overview of Funding Opportunity – Key Elements

MRPI Key Elements

• Multidisciplinary or interdisciplinary research that is high-impact, 

compelling, and innovative

• 3+ UC campuses

• Faculty/researchers across career stages

• Research and training opportunities for students



Overview of Funding Opportunity – Team Structure

MRPI Team Structure

✓ 1 Applicant PI at host campus

✓ 1 Co-PI at each collaborating site

✓ Other team members are Co-I, trainee



Overview of Funding Opportunity – Pilot Award

Pilot Awards

Award Duration: 1 or 2 years

Funding Request: $250,000/year maximum

Open to:    New collaborations

Examples: • Develop research capacity

• Training of students, postdocs

• Convening new multicampus workshops

• Generating new relationships within and outside the UC



Application Process – Overview

Full Application Review and Prioritization

Full Application Submission

Advancement to Full Application

LOI Review

Letter of Intent 



Application Process – Letter of Intent

Letter of Intent (LOI)

Due date: March 19, 2026, 12 Noon Pacific Time

Evaluated on:
• Eligibility and completeness

• Compliance with program requirements

• Alignment with program goals and priorities

Not all LOIs will be invited to submit full 

applications



Application Process –Full Application Submission and Review

Full Application Review and Prioritization

Full Application Submission

Advancement to Full Application

LOI Review

Letter of Intent 



Review and Scoring Criteria – Full Application

Full Application Scoring Criteria 

• Research Excellence and Innovation

• Strength of Collaboration and UC Benefit

• Impact on California

• Quality of Graduate Student Training



Review and Scoring Criteria – Competition

Highly Competitive

• ~$5.8M in total available funding for all awards

• Proposals should be in alignment with MRPI goals and 

priorities

• Adhere to budget guidelines in the RFP



Funded Research Database



Funded Research Database

Link to funded research database

https://rgpogrants.ucop.edu/files/1614305/f480589/index.html?program=UC%20multicampus%20research%20programs%20and%20initiatives


Information 

available

Funded Research Database

• Investigators

• Award type

• Award amount

• Abstract(s)

• Publications



Key Dates

Thursday

March 19, 

2026 

12 noon PT

Letters of Intent 

(LOI) Due

Thursday

May 7, 2026 

(expected)

Notification of 

LOI Decision

Thursday

Aug 6, 2026 

12 noon PT

Full Applications 

Due

December 1, 

2026

Award Start 

Date



LOI Tips

• Consider MRPI goals and intent carefully

• Assemble MRPI leadership team (PI and Co-PIs)

• Co-PI Eligibility Form verifying PI status & eligibility

• Begin the LOI and application submission process early

• Use the LOI Submission Checklist



Login to SmartSimple: https://rgpogrants.ucop.edu/

First-time users 

register here

Returning users 

login here

Accessing Smart Simple
Submitting a Letter of Intent

https://rgpogrants.ucop.edu/


Preparing and Submitting an LOI

1

2

1. Click on the 

“Available 

Funding 

Opportunities” 

tab in the top 
row.

2. Find the row for 

MRPI 2027 Pilot 

Awards and 

click “Apply.”



Preparing and Submitting an LOI – Co-PI

Provide this form 

to each Co-PI



Preparing and Submitting an LOI - Uploads

2. Click "Upload" to upload the biosketch 

and Co-PI Eligibility Form for each Co-PI

1. Click "Enter Project Personnel" to enter 

Applicant PI and Co-PI details and Save Draft



Accessing Your Draft LOI

1. Click the “Home” link in the upper-left hand corner of the screen

  Note: you should by default land on this dashboard when you 

  log into SmartSimple

2. Click “In Progress Applications” to access your draft LOI

3. After submission of an LOI or Full Application, the record can be found 

under “Submitted/Under Review Applications”



• Project Personnel Table- Correct Roles

• One Applicant PI at applicant campus

• One Co-PI at each of the other collaborating locations

• Other collaborators are Co-Is or Trainees (identified only at FA stage)

• Provide a UC/institutional email for each project team member

• Limit biosketches/CVs to 3 pages each

• Co-PI Eligibility Form needed for each Co-PI

Common LOI Errors 

Submitting a Letter of Intent



Questions and Answers

I still have questions….

• Ask them today

• Read the RFP, FAQs, and LOI instructions

• Visit our website                              

www.ucop.edu/research-initiatives/programs/mrpi

• Contact us as questions arise



Questions and Answers – Contacts

Contact Information

FOR SMARTSIMPLE SUPPORT:

Research Grants 

Program Office (RGPO)

RGPOGrants@ucop.edu

FOR PROGRAMMATIC QUESTIONS: 

University of California Research 

Initiatives (UCRI)

UCRI@ucop.edu

mailto:RGPOGrants@ucop.edu?subject=MRPI%202025
mailto:UCRI@ucop.edu?subject=MRPI%202025


Thank you
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