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Pursuant to Section 66015.10 of the Education Code, enclosed is the University of California’s
annual report to the Legislature on the Entry Level Writing Requirement (ELWR).
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email at David.Alcocer@ucop.edu.
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Entry Level Writing Requirement (ELWR)
Fall 2019

The following report is forwarded in compliance with Section 66015.10 of the Education Code, which states:

(@) The University of California is requested to annually notify the governing board of each
high school of both of the following:
1. The number of graduates who enrolled in the university in the previous year and the
number of graduates who were required to take the entry level writing requirement.
2. The comparable numbers of all California high school graduates who enrolled in the
university.
(b) The University of California is requested to provide an annual summary of the information
specified in subdivision (a) to the Department of Finance and the Joint Legislative Budget
Committee.

This document is the annual report responding to this legislative request.

Background

The University of California (UC) Entry Level Writing Requirement (ELWR) is a reading and writing
proficiency requirement that is intended to ensure that entering freshman students have the writing skills
necessary to succeed in lower-division university-level courses. UC students must be able to understand and to
respond adequately to written material typical of reading assignments in freshman courses, and this ability must
be demonstrated in student writing that communicates effectively to UC faculty.

The Academic Senate’s University Committee on Preparatory Education oversees the ELWR. This requirement
may be satisfied by successfully completing a course or program of study in English composition during the
first year of enrollment at UC. In addition, prior to enrollment at the University of California, a student may
satisfy the ELWR by attaining a score approved by the Committee on one of the following examinations:

the University of California Analytical Writing Placement Exam (AWPE),

the SAT, Evidence-Based Reading and Writing*

the ACT, English Language Arts,

the Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Examination,

the Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition Examination,

the International Baccalaureate Higher or Standard Level English A: Literature Examination, or
the International Baccalaureate Higher or Standard Level English A: Language and Literature
Examination.

NogakowdhE

*Beginning with students entering UC in fall 2018, the university accepts the SAT, Evidence-Based
Reading and Writing score to satisfy the Entry Level Writing Requirement on a pilot basis.
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An additional option for completing the writing requirement prior to enrolling at the university is the successful
completion of a transferable college-level course in English composition of 3 semester or 4 quarter units.

Each May, the university offers its Analytical Writing Placement Examination (AWPE) to incoming California
freshmen who have not satisfied the ELWR by that date. The AWPE defines a basic level of proficiency in
reading and writing for incoming students and sets a baseline of expectations that extends across all UC
campuses. As the University Committee on Preparatory Education has observed in the past, “it is very important
to have a single University of California standard that clearly communicates to students, parents, teachers, and
schools the academic reading and writing abilities expected of entering freshmen.”

This report summarizes the outcomes of the ELWR for freshmen who entered the university for the fall 2019
term and provides fall 2018 data as a point of comparison (see Tables 1 and 2).

Information to Schools

Each year, the university notifies California high school principals and county and district superintendents that
comprehensive ELWR performance results are available on the AWPE Results website
(www.ucop.edu/elwr/examdata/results/). These results may be useful to guide high school curriculum
development that could improve the academic preparation of students. The 2019 ELWR performance results
will be posted by April 2020.

The AWPE website (www.ucop.edu/elwr/) contains an example of a previously administered examination, the
scoring guide, and annotated sample student essays with reader comments exemplifying each scoring level.
These resources are intended to help clarify the ELWR standard of competence.

Entry Level Writing Requirement Data on Entering Freshmen

The attached tables display ELWR data for fall 2018 and 2019 entering freshmen.

The University of California admitted slightly more California freshmen for fall 2019 (151,601) compared to
fall 2018 (151,449), but 572 fewer California freshmen enrolled in fall 2019 (36,820) compared to fall 2018
(37,392). This slight drop is also reflected in the number of entering freshmen that met the ELWR requirement
compared to fall 2018, although the proportion that met the requirement did not change (72.6 percent, for both
2019 and 2018). Of the 36,820 fall 2019 freshmen who entered the university, 26,745 met the ELWR prior to
their enrollment. The number who fulfilled the ELWR includes students who successfully passed the AWPE
(3,515, or 9.5 percent of total enrolled students) as well as students who met the requirement through other
means (23,226, or 63.1 percent of total enrolled students).

Fewer enrolled students, proportionally and in number, took the AWPE in 2019; 29.9 percent took the 2019
exam (11,012 out of 36,820 enrollees) compared to 34.1 percent of the 2018 cohort (12,757 out of 37,392
enrollees). The AWPE pass rate was also lower for fall 2019 at 31.9 percent (3,515 out of 11,012 examinees)
from 34.1 percent the previous year (4,356 out of 12,757 examinees). The proportion of students who met the
ELWR through other means prior to enrolling increased to 63.1 percent (23,226) in 2019 from 60.9 percent
(22,785) in 2018. The number of students required to meet the ELWR during their first year of enrollment at the
University in 2019 was similar in absolute number and the same as a percent of the total; 10,075 (27.4 percent)
in 2019, compared to 10,251 (27.4 percent) in 2018.
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The percentage of students who fulfilled the ELWR prior to enrolling differs by UC eligibility status. For fall
2019, the completion rate for regularly admitted enrollees was 73.0 percent (26,669 students), while the
completion rate for students admitted by exception was 27.6 percent (76 students). The ELWR completion rate
of 73.0 percent for regularly admitted enrollees did not change from the 2018 rate. The rate dropped for students
admitted by exception compared to the prior year’s rate of 28.3 percent (91 students).

The percentage of all fall 2019 students who fulfilled the ELWR prior to enrolling varies by campus. In 2019,
this ranged from a high of 89.7 percent at Los Angeles to a low of 32.8 percent at Merced.

Passing the AWPE is one method of satisfying the ELWR prior to enrollment, and it is the primary method used
when satisfactory scores on other tests are not met. A student who has not satisfied the ELWR prior to
enrollment must do so as early as possible during the first year of attendance by successfully completing a
specific course. The following tables display information regarding the fulfillment of the ELWR for new
entering freshmen from California high schools for fall 2019 and fall 2018.
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Table 1
Table 1: Fulfillment of Entry-Level Writing Requirement {Subject A) for New Freshmen from California High Schools, Fall 2019
Campus Admined” Enrolled Mzt Requirement Tnik“::PE Passed AWPE Exam Thrl.;tg?\elg:‘;':r'::;ns gi:lqﬂ;::?::::
n 7/. n e n e n e

REGULAR (ELIGIBLE ADMIT) : : :

Berkeley 3,260 4,512} 4,006 653 251 5.4 3,755 gl G606 131
Dlavis 19,966 4,340} 3.444 1632 s08 0.3 2,936 534 1,496 30.3
Invine 14,560 4,310 3,342 1,852 5a0 123 2,752 57.2i 1,468 305
Loz Angeles 8,242 4,343} 3,952 05 243 5.7} 3,703 851 397 a1
Merced 17.223 2,069} 652 1,346 236 i 446 216 1,387 ET.0
Fiiverside 24 576 4 563 2,756 2038 £31 13,6 2,155 47.0} 1,797 39.2
Sian Diego 17,957 4,420} 3,360 538 360 8.1; 3,000 B7.9) 1,060 24.0
Santa Barbara 18.022 3.701; 2870 823 305 8.2i 2,665 2.0} 731 19,6
Santa Cruz 20,1539 3,061 2127 963 376 2.3 1,751 57.2 934 30.5
Total 149,965 36,545) 26,569 10,976 3506 a5 23,163 B34 9,576 27.0
ADMISSION BY EXCEPTION

Brerkeley 4 4 4 i 1] 0o 1] 0o 1] 0.0
Davis il giH 4 4 1 a1 3 273 7 B3.6
Irvine 2839 22! g 3 1 4.5i 7 .8 T B35
Las Angeles 77 76! 1% 26 2 26} 14 184! 60 759
Merced LT a7 & 10 ] 0.0} B zrzi | 718
Fiverside 125 39} 3 16 2 5.1 7 17.9} 30 6.3
San Diego 3 2 z 1 s0.08 i 0.0} 1 50.0
Santa Barbara % 12i 1 4 0 0.0} 1 8.3 1 7
Santa Cruz 358 g2} 27 25 2 2.4} 75 30.5 55 B7.1
Total 1636 275 6 96 ] 3.3 63 229} 139 724
ALL STUDENTS ! ! !

Berkelay 9,264 4 516} 4,010 £53 251 5.4 3,755 813} B0E 13,1
Davis 13,977 4,351; 3448 1,636 509 10.3} 2,939 59.4} 1,503 30.4
Irvine 15,443 4,532} 3.350 1,861 531 12.2} 2,753 CYAH 1482 307
Los Angsles 8,313 4,425} 3,968 631 751 5.7 3717 84.0} 457 0.3
Merced 17,370 2.035§ 55 1,356 736 11.35 453 21.55 1,408 7.2
Fiiverside 24,701 4,622 2795 2054 B33 13.7} 262 46,3} 1827 39.5
San Diego 17,966 4422 3,361 1,000 361 821 3,000 B7.81 1,061 24.0
Sants Barbara 18,038 Ik 2,971 833 305 g2} 2 GEE 7.8 T4z 20.0
Santa Cruz 20517 3,143§ 2154 355 378 12_n§ 1,776 55.55 353 5
Tatal 151,601 36,520 26,745 726! 11,012 3,515 9.5 23,226 £3.1: 10,075 27.4
Saurce: University of California Office of the President, Office of Student & airs.

"Admiszion counts are duplicated. Except for the admission counts, data are for new enralled freshmen.
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Table 2
Table 2: Fulfillment of Entry-Level Writing Requirement { Subject A) for New Freshmen from California High Schools, Fall 2018
Campus Admitted” Enrolled Met Hequirement Tm:ik“::PE Passed AWPE Exam Th'rl::gnhelg:‘li\z"::atns g:‘qﬂ;;:::;
n s n e n e n s

REGULAR (ELIGIBLE ADMIT) i i i

Berkeley 8,594 4,265 3574 83.4i 46 322 75 3.252 75.4i T 6
Diawis 20,053 4,993} 3477 63,5} 1391 657 131 2,820 56.4] 1522 304
Irvine 17.407 4,600} 3,271 T 1817 663 14,54 2,602 S6.6] 1323 284
Loz Angeles 5.6M 4,293} 3,521 9.0} 755 335 7.8 3,456 #12! avz 1.0
Merced 15.662 2178 750 34.4] 1443 256 e 454 227! 1428 B5.6
Fliversids 22,403 4,370} 2573 58.3] 2,030 40 14. 6 1,933 4.z} 1737 411
San Diega 17,668 5,232} 4,280 818} 1447 578 .0 3,702 0.8} a52 18.2
Santa Barbars 19,966 4,025! 3,208 73.6! 1,085 425 0.6 2,783 63,1 520 20.4
Santa Cruz 13,091 3,085} 2,096 67.9} 1230 451 14,6} 1,645 53,3} 383 32.1
Total 149,781 37,070} 27,050 73.0} 12613 4,333 n7 22,717 613} 0,020 27.0
ADMISSION BY EXCEPTION : : : :

Berkeley 0 0} 0 0.0} o o 0.0} 0 0.0} i 0.0!
Diawis ] i 0 0.0} ] ] 0.0} ] 0.0 0 o.o;
Irvine 1,003 74 73 31 4z 5 6.8 i 24,3} | 8.9
Los Angeles a3 EGH 13 B.7 36 5 6.4} a 0.3} 65 83.3
Merced 110 20! 3 15.0} 13 1 c.0i z 0.0} 17 5.0
Riverside 139 38} 5 13.2] " ] 0.0} 5 13.2] a3 868
San Disgo 1 o 0 0.0} i i 0o i 0.0 1] 0.0
SantaBarbara 44 27! W 519} 2 1 37 3 LR 13 48.1
Santa Cruz 288 55! 33 38.8] 37 11 129} 2z 5.3} 5z g1z
Tatal 1665 322 1 283} 194 23 A B5 211 231 17
ALL STUDENTS ; § ; ;

Barkeley 8,634 4,285 3574 a3.4] 746 322 75 3,252 75.3} ™ 6.6
Davis 20,059 4,333} 3477 635 1991 657 131 2,820 564 1522 30.4
Iruine 18,410 4574} 3,294 705! 1,853 674 1.4 2,620 561 1,380 235
Los Angeles £.694 4,371} 3,834 &7.7! 791 340 7.8 3,494 73.3! 537 2.3
Merced 15,372 2,198 753 3.3} 1462 257 7 496 226} 1445 BS.7
Riverside 22547 4,405 2578 5a.5i 2,104 G40 14.54 1,936 440} 1530 415
San Diego 17,683 5,232} 4,280 518} 1,447 578 110} 3,702 0.8 a5z 18.2
Sianta Barbara 20,010 4,055} 3,222 73.5! 1050 425 10.5} 2,796 §3.0} 533 205
Santa Cruz 13,373 3,170 2,123 7.2} 1267 462 14. 6} 1,667 526 1.0 323
Total 151,443 37,392 27141 726! 12,757 4,356 1.5} 22,765 60,9 100,251 27.4
Source: University of California Office of the President, Office of Student &ffairs.

"Admizzion counts are duplicated. Except for the admizsion counts, data are far new enrolled freshmen.
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