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NEWSLETTER

MAY 2019

The Jetsons, the 5th Element, and Our Future Mobility: Autonomous Cars, Flying
Vehicles, and New Infrastructures
Whenever I think of flying cars, I think of two classics: The Jetsons, and the
movie the 5th Element. The Jetsons, with a creative flair to its illustrations,
shows a seamless, autonomous flying vehicle mobility experience that’s normal
for the Jetson family. The 5th Element has a slight dystopian haze to it, a blend
of a New York taxicab in the 90s with an airplane. Never did I think that flying
passenger vehicles would come to fruition in my lifetime, but it seems I was
wrong. In fact, it’s highly likely that mobility and passenger transport as we
know it will change significantly in the coming decades, as long as we
anticipate and prepare well in the face of multiple fairly large challenges.
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View Article

Blue, a new robot built by
CITRIS researcher Pieter
Abbeel, postdoc Stephen
McKinley, and grad student
David Gealy, uses AI to
master intricate human tasks
– and is affordable and safe
enough for every researcher
to use. Read more

UC Berkeley synthetic
biologists have engineered
brewer’s yeast to produce
marijuana’s main ingredients
—mind-altering THC and nonpsychoactive CBD—as well as
novel cannabinoids not found
in the plant itself. Feeding
only on sugar, the yeast are
an easy and cheap way to
produce pure cannabinoids
that today are costly to
extract from the buds of the marijuana plant, Cannabis sativa. Read more
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Lab and clinical research
conducted at UC Davis has
led to the first drug to be
approved by the FDA
specifically for treating
Postpartum Depression (PPD).
The drug was brought to
market by Sage Therapeutics,
a UC Davis startup. Initial
development of an
intravenous formulation of
allopregnanolone (also known
as brexanolone) and first-inhuman clinical studies were
conducted by Michael
Rogawski, a professor in the
UC Davis Departments of
Neurology and Pharmacology.
Rogawski is former chair of
the Department of Neurology.
Read more

UCLA researchers and
colleagues have designed a
new device that creates
electricity from falling snow.
The first of its kind, this
device is inexpensive, small,
thin and flexible like a sheet
of plastic. “The device can
work in remote areas because
it provides its own power and
does not need batteries,” said
senior author Richard Kaner,
who holds UCLA’s Dr. Myung
Ki Hong Endowed Chair in
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Materials Innovation. “It’s a very clever device — a weather station that can tell
you how much snow is falling, the direction the snow is falling, and the
direction and speed of the wind.” Read more

Tiny tomato plants developed
at the University of California,
Riverside, could one day feed
astronauts on the
International Space Station.
The plants have minimal
leaves and stems but still
produce a normal amount of
fruit, making them a
potentially productive crop for
cultivation anywhere with
limited soil and natural
resources. Now, with a grant
from the NASA-funded
Translational Research Institute for Space Health, UCR researchers will tweak
the tomatoes to make them also uniquely suited to growing in space. Read
more

AI systems have largely
focused on analyzing data
that has already been
collected. That may be
changing soon thanks to a
$1.2M grant from the Office
of Naval Research’s Science of
Artificial Intelligence Program awarded to four UCR engineering professors.
Building upon existing low-level feature extraction and classification methods,
researchers will focus on the high-level machine learning and decision making
process to automatically integrate data analysis and data acquisition phases
without human interaction. Read more
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Fatemah Alharbi breaks
things in order to learn how
to fix them. Not just any old
things. Computer operating
systems, to be exact, and she
conducted research that
earned public gratitude from
Apple. If she doesn’t look like
a hacker that’s because she
isn’t, really. She’s a doctoral
candidate in computer science
at the University of California, Riverside with an interest in computer and
network security that puts her squarely on the good side, trying to protect your
passwords, information, and money. Read more

A team of UC Riverside
engineering students won
third place at the 29th WERC
Design Contest at New Mexico
State University for its project
SOLAIR, a technology for
drying laundry that directs air
heated by a solar thermal
collector into a closet of wet
clothes. Suitable for housing that does not allow outdoor laundry lines, the
drying closets use very little electricity and generate no harmful byproducts.
Read more

Five new startups will join the
San Diego International
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Airport’s accelerator program this summer. The Airport Innovation Lab picked
companies for its second cohort since in launched the program it 2018. The 16week program will give startups opportunities to test and develop their
products at SAN. They will have access to a 3,500-square-foot “mini-terminal”
with ticket counters and a baggage claim carousel housed within the airport’s
decommissioned commuter terminal. Airport leadership also provide startups
with guidance and connections, which can be critical in gaining business in a
highly-regulated airport environment. Read more

Competitive teams from the
campuses of CITRIS and the
Banatao Institute at UC
Berkeley, Santa Cruz, Merced,
Davis, and Davis Health
submitted proposals for
collaborative research
projects for the signature
seed funding program of the
Center for Information
Technology Research in the
Interest of Society (CITRIS)
and the Banatao Institute.
Ten teams received a onetime award of up to $60,000 each for interdisciplinary work that can lead to
larger research programs and extramural grant proposals. Read more

Wayfinder startup companies
Purist and Docbot both
recently received Small
Business Innovation Research
(SBIR) funding grants. Docbot
obtained a National Science
Foundation SBIR phase 1
grant of $225,000. Purist
received a National Institute
of Health SBIR grant of over
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$223,000. The SBIR is a
highly competitive program that encourages small businesses to engage in
federal research and development (R&D) with the goal of commercialization.
Read more

Olin Hyde is the CEO &
Founder of LeadCrunch, a
business-to-business
lookalike demand generation
platform that reduces the
costs of customer acquisition.
LeadCrunch was one of 12
finalists from the 2018 UC
Entrepreneur Pitch
Competition. Olin shares his
founding story back from
when he was a graduate
studies at UC San Diego.
Here's a snippet of some
advice he shared on success.
"The key to our success is
persistence. It took three
years and more than a dozen product launches for us to find a scalable
business model. Nothing about us fits into the traditional VC playbook. We
think differently and that’s why our customers love us." Read more

Nic Halverson is the CEO &
Founder of Occuspace.
Occuspace was a finalist of
the 2018 UC Entrepreneur
Pitch Competition. We sat
down with him to share his
founding story. Here's a
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snippet of what he shared on
his journey to become a UC
Entrepreneur.
"We launched our first
company by servicing UCSD,
and whenever I went to all
the different department
directors, they gave us their
approval and support. Once we launched our app, the Vice Chancellor at UCSD
even brought me into his office and offered to help support a pilot by providing
services and building a roadmap on how we can make this a commercial
success. I owe a lot to UCSD for their valuable support." Read more

Open to all early-stage startups! Make in LA is a
four-month accelerator program in Los Angeles
that invests $100,000-$600,000 in early-stage
startups. The program starts in mid-August and
ends in mid-December 2019. MiLA specializes in
advanced manufacturing, healthcare, food tech,
mobility, clean tech, and Latin American startups,
and has invested in 17 startups since 2015.
Apply here

Do you have a product or design idea that could
create jobs, improve daily life, save time/money,
help the environment, or benefit society in other
ways? Enter the 2019 "Create the Future" Design
Contest for a chance to win $20,000, other great
prizes, and global recognition. More info
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CONNECT Springboard Accelerator
Program - due on a rolling basis
Springboard is a free mentoring program for
entrepreneurs with startups in tech or life
science. Springboard helps entrepreneurs
develop a compelling commercialization strategy
and prepare for future funding and
growth. Springboard offers rolling admission so
you can get going right away. Apply here

Energy/Cleantech Entrepreneurs Get Help Commercializing Emerging
Energy Technologies - due on a
rolling basis
The San Diego Regional Energy Innovation
Network is a free program for startups that are
developing solutions to help California meet its
energy goals. The program provides acess to the
resources and facilities of a number of regional
partner organizations and connections with
industry in order to accelerate the
commercialization of emerging energy
technologies. Apply here

The Rosie Network: Service2CEO due on a rolling basis
Service2CEO is an individualized
entrepreneurship program for military spouses,
veterans and transitioning service members
housed in the Military Entrepreneur Development
Center (MEDC), a FREE shared office
environment in San Diego & Sacramento.
Participants meet twice monthly and four cohorts
run throughout the year. Not sure you're ready?
Attend the Lunch & Learn session. For more
information, contact Lura Poggi at
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lpoggi@therosienetwork.org. Apply here

May 15, 2019 | UCLA, CA
Whether you approach AI as a data scientist, researcher or entrepreneur, this
conference will provide you the opportunity to learn and network with experts
in AI and those working on innovations in the automotive and transportation
sectors. More info

May 17, 2019 | UC Merced, CA
Innovate to Grow is the bi-annual showcase of UC Merced student ingenuity
and entrepreneurship. Save the Date for our Spring 2019 event, which is
scheduled on Friday, May 17, 2019. Everyone – the campus community and the
public – is invited to Innovate to Grow to see the amazing results of student
teams from our signature programs: (1) Capstone Innovation Design Clinic (2)
Engineering Service Learning and (3) Mobile App Challenge (which will feature
in our Spring edition). The work these teams perform will have long-lasting
implications, not only for the students and partnering organizations, but also
for the wider community, the state, the nation and, potentially, the world. More
info
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May 30 | 5:30 pm PT | Room 212, Byers Hall, UCSF Mission Bay
Early-stage companies will have to obtain funding or go through an exit
process at some point in time. Since intellectual property (IP) often represents
the bulk of an early stage company’s assets, investors will typically conduct
due diligence on the IP during their evaluation process. Key areas that are
evaluated include ownership of the IP, strength of the company’s IP, and
freedom-to-operate. Join us May 30 to get a primer on how to prepare for IP
due diligence from Douglas Portnow and Piers Blewett from the IP law firm
Schwegman Lundberg & Woessner. Register

June 3 - 6, 2019 | Philadelphia, PA
The BIO International Convention is hosted by the Biotechnology Innovation
Organization (BIO). BIO represents more than 1,100 biotechnology companies,
academic institutions, state biotechnology centers and related organizations
across the United States and in more than 30 other nations. BIO members are
involved in the research and development of innovative healthcare,
agricultural, industrial and environmental biotechnology products. More info

5/20/2019, 1:59 PM

UC Innovation & Entrepreneurship Newsletter

12 of 14

https://mailchi.mp/64555b68d966/uc-innovation-entrepreneurship-newsle...

June 4, 2019 | South San Francisco
In this program, you will hear lessons learned from startup CEOs who have
successfully sold their companies. You’ll hear about what they did well and
what they wish they did differently, with additional input from major acquirers.
The presentation is based on recent interviews with over 30 CEOs and
acquirers, as well as the personal experiences of the presenters. The
presentation will be followed by one-on-one mentoring sessions (30 minutes
each), providing tailored advice to ventures. If interested, please fill out the
details in the registration form. More info

June 11 | South San Francisco
Vertex Ventures HC invests in various sectors of the healthcare industry,
including biopharmaceuticals, medical devices and digital health. Vertex takes
an active role in portfolio companies and works with exceptional entrepreneurs,
industry partners and fellow venture investors to create value. Global
investment professionals bring deep scientific, medical and business knowledge
to every investment we make. More info

June 19 | UCSF Mission Bay
Get informed, inspired, and connected at our annual conference in the health
technology space. Last year more than 1,100 registered to hear from our
lineup of top industry leaders and founders of exciting startups. Information &
registration More info
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June 17-19, 2019 | Boston, MA
Join us in Boston Massachusetts for the 21st annual Nanotech 2019 Conference
& Expo, co-located with the TechConnect World Innovation Conference, AI
TechConnect and SBIR/STTR Innovation Conferences. On behalf of our
symposium organizers we warmly invite you to submit your research abstract
and participate in this exciting international event. More info

June 28, 2019 | UC Irvine
The UC Center for Accelerated Innovation (CAI) and UC Biomedical Research,
Integration and Development (BRAID) are partnering with UCI Applied
Innovation to host a forum for UC Faculty to pitch advanced translational
programs to a group of potential investors. Friday, June 28, 2019. UC Irvine or
webcast. More info

Stay tuned for our next newsletter in the fall!

UC Incubators & Accelerators

Do you have news to share? Would

Innovation Support & Funding
Innovation Training &

you like to be featured as a UC
founder? Is there an upcoming event

Education
UC Technologies Available for
Licensing
Technology Commercialization:

you’d like us to include? Send us an
email!

Campus Offices
UC Innovation Impact

Not Subscribed?
Sign Up

5/20/2019, 1:59 PM

UC Innovation & Entrepreneurship Newsletter

14 of 14

https://mailchi.mp/64555b68d966/uc-innovation-entrepreneurship-newsle...

Share

Share

Forward

For more information, please contact:
Samantha.Cardoso@ucop.edu
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