
 
 
Humanities at the University of California 

Federal funding for humanities research and projects at the University of California (UC) goes 
beyond the reach of the students and researchers on our campuses to directly impact 
museums, libraries and other learning centers in our communities. For Fiscal Year (FY) 2026, 
UC urges Congress to fund: 

 

 
 
 
Each UC campus offers research, scholarship and event opportunities in the humanities that 
have been federally funded. Below are select examples:  
 

• UC Santa Cruz is developing and launching "Technology + Humanities Integrated 
Knowledge" (THINK), a new curriculum designed to equip undergraduate and early 
graduate students with the practical skills and critical perspectives needed to engage 
with AI technologies in transformative ways and to critically navigate an AI-driven future 
with NEH provided funding.  

• At UC Davis, the NEH awarded a $500,000 grant to launch and fund the UC Davis 
Center for Artificial Intelligence and Experimental Futures, supporting three years of 
research activities and will help students, researchers, and the broader public critically 
navigate the complexity of AI technologies and develop the technical skills, cultural 
literacies, and social perspectives needed to thrive in the world of tomorrow. 

• At UCLA, funding from several NEH programs enables scholars to be trained in 
conserving, caring for and exhibiting the cultural heritage of Indigenous communities, to 
expand access to archival materials on the role of religion and spirituality in Chicano 
social history, and to digitally reconstruct long-lost monuments of medieval European 
architecture.   

• UC Irvine's PrisonPandemic™ program was awarded NEH grants to capture stories 
from those incarcerated during the COVID-19 crisis and preserve this collection and 
maximize public accessibility of these stories for research and public programming 
purposes.  

• UC Santa Barbara, with its NEH funding, launched a pair of new minors — health 
humanities and legal humanities — to ensure that health sciences and pre-law students 
at UCSB will learn to use humanistic methods to better understand the ethical, historical 
and cultural implications of their chosen fields. 

• UC San Diego’s Institute of Arts and Humanities, one of the nation's first recipients of 
the NEH’s Infrastructure and Capacity-Building Challenge Grant, has transformed the 
Endowment’s investment into a physical representation of the interdisciplinary work of 
the humanities, creating a hub for research, innovation and shared experience within 
one of the nation’s first “living and learning” communities on a university campus.  

• At UC Berkeley, Cal Performances produces and presents performances of the highest 
artistic quality, enhanced by programs that explore compelling intersections of education 

• $225 million for the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) 

• $91 million for the Department of Education’s Title VI ($80 million) and 
Fulbright-Hays programs ($11 million) 

 



and the performing arts. The campus, community —and world—also benefit from the 
public-facing Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive.  

• At UC Merced, NEH funding is being used to establish a Sierra Nevada-Central Valley 
Research Archive. The funding also supports renovations in the Kolligian Library on 
campus to create a regional archive focused on the Central Valley and Sierra Nevada 
regions.  

• At UC Riverside, NEH has awarded funding to support the work of faculty expanding 
research and educational opportunities in language and culture, including research on 
multilingualism, hip hop, dance and visual culture. In addition to this, Psychology 
researcher Rebekah Richert received a $10 million grant from the John Templeton 
Foundation to study children’s religious views. It’s the largest-ever humanities grant in 
UC Riverside’s history. Richert’s project will examine how children form stereotypes and 
how those stereotypes influence social interactions. 


