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Executive Summary 

 
The University’s professional school programs all share a commitment to foster public interest 
work among their students. This commitment is expressed though academic programs, experien-
tial opportunities, career counseling, and financial aid programs that expose students to the field 
of public interest and ensure that it remains a viable career option after graduation.  
 
Fee increases present both a challenge and an opportunity to UC’s graduate professional schools 
in their efforts to foster public interest work. Although higher fees will allow schools to expand 
and improve the quality of their academic, experiential, and career-oriented programs, higher 
fees will likely increase student borrowing, which may restrict graduates’ employment or prac-
tice area choices to those offering salaries sufficient to meet their repayment obligations.  
 
Within the context of The Regents policy on financial aid, schools decide how to best utilize 
student support, including funds derived from the University’s policy of setting aside a portion of 
new fee revenue for financial aid. Financial support can be delivered either as gift aid to students 
while they are enrolled, or as loan repayment assistance after they have graduated and entered 
public interest careers. The first approach reflects a philosophy that a professional degree 
program should be financially accessible to any academically qualified student, regardless of 
their economic resources; it emphasizes equalizing access to the professional degree program. 
The second approach reflects a desire to ensure that low-paying public interest careers remain a 
viable option for its graduates; it emphasizes equalizing access to career paths.  Both approaches 
are consistent with the role of financial aid in allowing programs to compete for a socioeconomi-
cally diverse set of students and to support the public service component of UC’s mission.  
 
The specific role of financial aid in supporting public interest work varies across disciplines. 
This is not surprising, given the different labor market conditions, competitive pressures, and 
definitions of public interest work that exist for each discipline. Consequently, the most effective 
use of new student support funds derived from future fee increases may differ, too. A few gener-
alizations can be made nevertheless:  
 
• Increased investments in UC-funded LRAP programs will be an attractive option when at 

least four conditions are met: (a) students graduate with high levels of debt; (b) salaries for 
public interest work are relatively low; (c) salaries for other types of work are reliably high 
(in absolute terms, not just relative to public interest work) so that, even without additional 
gift aid, the school remains financially accessible to low-income students, provided they have 
access to loans and are willing to incur debt; and (d) loan repayment assistance is unavailable 
to students from other, extramural loan assistance programs.  

 
• Schools where a large proportion of graduates typically enter public interest jobs, where pub-

lic interest salaries are not significantly lower than those in other jobs, or where few clearly 
defined public interest career pathways exist will likely focus on providing additional gift aid 
to preserve access for a diverse population of highly qualified students. UC-funded repayable 
fellowships for students interested in public interest work might also be considered.
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The University’s professional degree programs provide education and training that enable 
students to make important contributions in the private, public, and non-profit sectors in 
California and beyond. The University places importance on ensuring access for a diverse and 
qualified population to both the professional schools themselves and, subsequently, to the 
various career pathways that these schools offer. As a public institution whose mission includes 
public service, the University has a special responsibility to foster public interest work among 
professional school students. This report discusses the approaches currently being taken by the 
University’s graduate professional schools to provide academic, experiential, and financial 
support to students interested in pursuing public interest careers. 
 
Defining Public Interest Work 
 
The definition of public interest careers varies considerably across professional schools. In some 
professions, “public interest” typically refers to employment in the public or non-profit sectors, 
where salaries are frequently much lower than what one would earn in the private sector. 
Examples include working for federal, state, or local government agencies, international 
organizations such as the United Nations, and a wide-range of non-profit organizations. This 
alignment between public interest work and employment in the public or non-profit sectors is 
most common in the fields of business, law, public policy, and public health. In the health 
science professions, public interest employment generally refers to areas of practice that meet a 
compelling societal need – e.g., serving low-income populations or practicing in a medically 
underserved or rural area – although career paths also exist with public agencies such as the Food 
and Drug Administration and Centers for Disease Control. Some health science programs, such 
as veterinary medicine and nursing, regularly consider teaching or working in academia as public 
interest employment. Appendix A provides examples of public interest careers for each of the 
UC graduate professional schools, along with the estimated percentage of UC graduates who 
enter public interest careers upon graduation. 
  
Current Concerns About Public Interest Employment 
 
Recent fee increases have significantly increased the cost of obtaining a UC graduate 
professional degree. In both 2003-04 and 2004-05, the State approved professional school fee 
increases of approximately 30 percent to counter budget cuts that otherwise would have been 
targeted at instructional programs. To address concerns over professional schools’ declining 
academic quality and inability to provide adequate financial aid, the Regents delegated authority 
to the President to raise fees in 2004-05 by an additional amount not to exceed 10% of total 
systemwide fees paid by professional school students. Several schools exercised this option. 
Smaller increases followed in 2005-06 and 2006-07. In addition, three programs (Public Policy, 
Public Health, and IR/PS) implemented a professional degree fee for the first time in 2005-06. 
Table 1 below shows the fee levels for graduate professional degree programs since 2002-03. 
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These fee increases, together with increases in the mandatory fees that occurred during this 
period, have elicited concerns about the potential debt burden on future professional school 
graduates. In the past, when professional fees were lower, students could expect to graduate with 
relatively modest levels of debt, the repayment of which was manageable in comparison to their 
post-graduate earnings potential. Now, as the total cost of completing a professional degree has 
increased, students are likely to take on more loans and graduate with greater debt.1  
 
Particular concern has been raised that this sequence of higher fees and increased borrowing may 
create a financial barrier to students interested in pursuing public interest work. Specifically, 
concern exists that higher loan repayment obligations could divert some graduates interested in 
public interest employment into other, higher-paying jobs. 
 
Current Efforts to Foster Public Interest Work 
 
All of UC’s professional schools are committed to ensuring that both their students and graduates 
have opportunities to apply their skills to serve in the public interest. The strategies used by UC 
professional schools to promote and support public interest work varies considerably by 
discipline, but generally fall into the following four main categories: academic programs, 
experiential training, career counseling, and financial support. A summary of the strategies used 
within each discipline can be found in Appendix B. 
 
Academic Programs 
  
A number of professional schools incorporate public interest issues and content into their 
coursework. One way that schools do this is by building public interest issues into their core 
curriculum. The most prominent of these are the schools of Public Policy and Public Health, 
                                                 
1 The full effect of the fee increases on graduates’ cumulative debt levels remains unclear, as only one or two 
cohorts have fully experienced the higher fee levels. 

 
Table 1 

Resident Fees For Selected Professional School Students 
 
  2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 
      
Law $6,400 $9,473 $13,273 - $14,473 $14,319 - $15,600 $14,637 - $15,958 
Business $6,400 $9,360 $13,860 - $15,792 $14,276 - $16,984 $14,276 - $17,371 
Medicine $5,400 $8,173 $12,673 $13,064 $13,064 
Vet Med $4,350 $6,565 $10,565 $10,882 $10,882 
Dentistry $5,400 $8,060 $12,560 - $14,362 $13,523 - $15,445 $13,816 - $15,798 
Optometry $3,250 $4,875 $8,675 $9,340 $9,542 
Pharmacy $3,250 $4,875 $10,089 $10,849 $11,098 
Nursing $1,950 $2,925 $2,925 $3,149 $3,218 
Theater/Film/TV (UCLA) $2,150 $3,185 $5,785 $5,959 $5,959 
Public Health    $4,000 $4,000 
Public Policy    $4,000 $4,000 
IR/PS (San Diego)    $4,000 $4,000 
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where the majority of students enroll with the goal of entering a public interest career. At these 
schools, the entire curriculum revolves around the content and skills that prepare students for 
careers in public interest; students can further specialize in particular areas of public interest 
through elective courses and degree tracks also oriented towards public interest themes. UC 
business schools, despite focusing more on preparing students for careers in the business world, 
similarly expose all of their students to public interest themes through a core curriculum that 
reinforces corporate social responsibility and business ethics. Additional elective courses in 
nonprofit management, social entrepreneurship, and socially responsible investment allow 
business school students to further their focus on public interest issues. UCLA’s business school 
recently began the Leaders in Sustainability program, which offers inter-disciplinary coursework 
and projects that train students to consider environmental and social factors in making business 
and policy decisions. 
 
Other professional schools use academic programs to promote public interest work by offering 
specific degree and certificate tracks that focus on public interest topics and careers. UC law 
schools offer special curricular concentrations in social justice and public interest law that 
prepare students for legal careers in public interest. Law schools also provide special certificate 
programs that recognize students who complete significant public interest-oriented coursework. 
These certificates are valuable in helping students signal their expertise in public interest law and 
gain employment in their public interest field of choice. San Diego’s International Relations and 
Pacific Studies (IR/PS) program also offers several career tracks specifically geared towards 
public interest employment. 
 
UC medical schools are currently in the early stages of using academics as a tool to promote 
public interest careers. While medical schools are limited in how much they can alter the core 
and elective classes to accommodate public interest themes, UC recently launched a series of 
specialized curricula to address the needs of medically underserved communities. The Program 
in Medical Education (PRIME) trains physicians to apply their skills to addressing the needs of 
medically underserved communities. PRIME is currently in its second year at Irvine’s medical 
school, and is presently under development at Davis, San Diego, and through a San 
Francisco/Berkeley partnership. The UCLA Medical School plans to include PRIME in its 2008-
09 budget. In addition, this increased focus on addressing the needs of medically underserved 
communities has inspired a proposal to establish a medical school at UC Riverside, which would 
serve the health care needs of California’s Inland Empire. 
 
Several professional programs use student recruitment as a tool to promote public service among 
their graduates. In particular, the schools of Law, Public Policy, Public Health, and IR/PS 
actively recruit students whose previous experience displays an interest in public interest work, 
and makes them likely to continue a career in public interest after receiving their degree. 
 
Experiential Training 
 
UC’s professional schools’ support of public interest career extends beyond traditional 
coursework. Many students in professional schools gain some exposure to public interest work 
during their studies through clinics, job placements, and project-based coursework that connect 
them to organizations that perform public interest work. For example, approximately 75 percent 
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of all UC medical students participate in free clinics during their studies where they work in 
organizations such as the Salvation Army, student-run homeless clinics, and mobile clinics that 
serve underserved patients. Participation in these types of service learning activities is a 
requirement of all UCLA dental students. Students in the schools of medicine and public health 
at UCLA have combined efforts to run a mobile clinic for the homeless. Similarly, every UC law 
school offers “externships” where students work for government agencies, nonprofit law firms, 
and social service organizations to provide disadvantaged groups and individuals with 
meaningful legal assistance.  
 
Project-based coursework is a common approach used by other professional schools to promote 
public interest work. UC business schools integrate coursework with project-based consulting to 
work on issues related to corporate social responsibility. The Social Responsibility Initiative at 
Irvine and the Center for Responsible Business at Berkeley link students with outside client 
organizations on projects that cultivate leadership skills and emphasize the importance of 
corporate and personal responsibility-lessons they will carry with them in whichever career path 
they ultimately choose. The schools of Public Policy and Public Health similarly require students 
to complete an applied policy analysis project, or “practicum,” with a government agency or 
nonprofit organization that serves as an intensive study of a significant public policy issue. This 
project-based approach provides students with hands-on experience in addressing public 
problems that is valuable in seeking public interest employment.  
 
Summer internships play an important role in promoting public interest work among professional 
school students. Students in most professional schools work full or part-time in internships 
during the summer periods of their degree programs. The career centers of many professional 
schools have established relationships with organizations that do public interest work, and can 
help their students to get internships with these organizations. Students in the schools of Public 
Policy, Public Health, and IR/PS frequently complete summer internships in public interest 
organizations. Film/TV students at UCLA also commonly participate in internships in 
community-based film, television, and theater facilities. 
 
Career Counseling 
 
Career centers are a key resource for students in several professional schools. All of UC’s 
schools of Law, Business, Public Policy, Public Health, and IR/PS have particularly extensive 
career centers that play an active role in their students’ educational experience. These career 
centers provide career counseling and placement services that includes helping students with an 
interest in public interest work to identify organizations for potential internships and 
employment. General career assistance is available to students in other professional programs 
through the campus career centers. More specialized career assistance is often available through 
faculty members who maintain professional contacts and through the relevant professional 
associations (e.g. American Dental Association) which provide students with career development 
and job search resources. UCLA Medical School also places fourth-year students into smaller 
“colleges” for more focused specialty and career advising. 
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Financial Aid 
 
The financial aid strategies used by UC’s professional schools to promote public interest 
employment fall into three main categories: gift aid (including grants, scholarships, and 
fellowships), stipends to support students performing public interest work, and loan repayment 
assistance programs (LRAPs). 
 
Gift aid to professional school students allows schools to offer more competitive aid awards and 
to ensure access to their degree programs among a socioeconomically diverse and highly 
qualified student population. Gift aid also allows schools to be more selective in their 
recruitment of students, including attracting those who show potential to pursue public service 
careers. Gift aid is generally more attractive than loans to prospective students because it 
alleviates concerns of having to take on excessive debt burdens. This can foster students’ 
entrance into public interest careers by helping to preserve lower-paying jobs as a viable option 
after graduation. 
 
Gift aid is funded from a combination of fund sources, including the University’s return-to-aid 
on student fee revenue, endowments, and alumni gifts. Although additional gift aid will help 
insulate students from the effects of fee increases, professional schools acknowledge that higher 
fees will generally lead most students to graduate with higher levels of debt. Thus continuing to 
effectively promote public interest employment will require additional, more targeted aid and 
support. UCLA’s dental school currently participates in the Delta Dental gift aid program, which 
converts loans to scholarships for students who go on to practice in underserved communities. 
 
Several professional schools provide stipends for public interest fieldwork or summer 
internships. Many public interest organizations are unable to offer compensation to students who 
work for them in summer internships. To enable students to pursue these work-related 
opportunities, several UC professional schools (e.g. Business, Law, Public Policy, Medicine, 
IR/PS, and Public Health) provide students with stipends or fellowships as a means of support 
during the period of employment. In some cases these stipends are funded by the fundraising 
activities of student groups dedicated to supporting public interest work. 
 
LRAP Programs reduce the overall loan amounts that students have to repay. These programs are 
available in one form or another to graduates of many of UC’s professional schools and are 
contingent upon entering a public interest career (as defined for a particular discipline). For 
example, graduates of UC’s medical and health science professional schools may apply to LRAP 
programs funded by federal, regional, state, and local agencies.2 These programs reduce the loan 
repayment obligations of health professionals who choose to work in rural or medically 
underserved communities. (Overall, however, UC medical schools believe that these programs 
are under-funded. These schools would support greater University advocacy for an expansion of 
federal programs and the creation of a state LRAP, perhaps funded in part by state proceeds from 
tobacco settlements.) 

                                                 
2 These include the National Health Service Corps, the Nursing Education Loan Repayment Program, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs Loan Repayment Program, National Veterinary Medicine Service Act, and the SNAPLE program that 
provides repayment assistance to graduates who go on to teach in nursing schools. 
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Each UC law school offers its own LRAP for graduates who enter public interest careers. A 
similar program exists at the Haas School of Business at Berkeley. These schools use LRAPs to 
allow meaningful freedom of career choice for students interested in public service careers by 
assisting them in repaying loan debt in the beginning of their careers.  
 
The schools of Public Policy and Public Health have traditionally used gift aid as the means to 
insulate incoming students from the effects of fee increases and to minimize the overall debt 
required to complete a degree. Nevertheless, uncertainty around the potential impact of future fee 
hikes have inspired the Public Policy and Public Health schools at Berkeley and Los Angeles to 
form workgroups to consider the usefulness and feasibility of an LRAP program.  
 
Promoting Public Service Employment As Fees Increase 
 
Faced with the prospect of higher fees, each professional degree program must decide how to 
best use the resulting fee revenue to meet the objectives of its programs -- including ensuring that 
public interest employment remains a viable option for its graduates. 
 
Recent fee increases present both a challenge and opportunity to UC’s graduate professional 
schools in their efforts to promote public interest employment. On one hand, higher fees will 
likely increase student borrowing and potentially restrict graduates’ employment choices to those 
offering salaries sufficient to meet their repayment obligations. On the other hand, higher fees 
will allow schools to expand and improve the quality of the academic, experiential, and career-
oriented programs that promote public interest employment. Indeed, the professional degree fee 
increases implemented to date have largely been in response to a dramatic decline in State 
funding that would have otherwise weakened the quality of the programs and the professional 
prospects for program graduates. 
 
Current return-to-aid policy requires professional schools to set aside an amount equivalent to at 
least 33 percent of new fee revenue for financial aid. Monies generated from this policy serve as 
the principal source of the gift aid and LRAP programs that professional schools use to promote 
public interest employment. The policy establishes a minimum amount for financial aid. 
Programs may exceed that amount, but doing so generally requires a trade-off: the larger share of 
any fee increase that is used for financial aid, the less is available to expand and enhance the 
academic, experiential, and career-oriented programs that are essential to the quality of the 
school’s program and which also promote public interest employment.  
 
Schools must also decide on the types of financial support to emphasize with their return-to-aid 
budgets. As described above, financial support can be delivered either as gift aid to students 
while they are enrolled, or as loan repayment assistance after they have graduated and entered 
public interest careers that meet certain parameters. The first approach reflects a philosophy that 
a professional degree program should be financially accessible to any academically qualified 
student, regardless of their economic resources; it emphasizes equalizing access to the 
professional degree program. The second approach reflects a desire to ensure that low-paying 
public interest careers remain a viable option for its graduates; it emphasizes equalizing access to 
career paths.   Both approaches are consistent with the role of financial aid in allowing programs 
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to compete for a socioeconomically diverse set of students and to support the public service 
component of the University’s mission.  
 
The appropriate mix of gift aid and loan repayment assistance varies by program and is 
influenced by several factors. For example: 
 
• Do students graduate with substantial amounts of debt? If students typically graduate with 

little or no debt, an LRAP program would be much less effective than gift aid for recruitment 
purposes and would do little to promote public interest work. (This partly explains why 
LRAPs are rare among academic doctoral programs, whose students typically graduate with 
much less debt than their peers in professional degree programs.). Conversely, longer-term 
programs that require higher levels of borrowing (e.g. law, medicine) are good candidates for 
LRAPs, which can provide graduates with meaningful debt relief and make public interest 
work a more appealing option. Such programs would likely find it more difficult to provide 
meaningful broad-based gift aid in the backdrop of the high fees and borrowing levels that 
students face. 

 
• Is there a large earnings differential between students who choose public interest careers 

and those who do not? In professions without a substantial earnings difference between 
public interest work and other careers, there is little need to further “equalize access” 
between the two types of employment. Consequently, using financial support funds to 
preserve access for needy students through gift aid would be a more effective use of limited 
funds. Schools that lead to professions with much lower relative public interest salaries (e.g. 
law schools) are instead likely to need LRAPs to maintain public interest jobs as a viable 
option for graduates. 

 
• Do well-defined, full-time career tracks in the public interest exist for a program’s 

graduates?  Established public interest career options for law school graduates are usually 
easy to identify; examples include full-time employment as a public defender or with legal 
services organizations. In any of these roles, the duration of an employee’s work and the 
employee’s salary – both of which typically influence the assistance available to students 
under an LRAP – are relatively easy to document. In other, less structured professions (e.g., 
screenwriting) it is more difficult to identify clear “public interest” career paths or to 
document a graduate’s earnings and employment tenure. 

 
• How many program graduates enter public interest employment? The number of graduates 

who would currently enter public interest employment can also influence the appropriateness 
of using gift aid or an LRAP to meet the program’s objectives. If a relatively large 
percentage of graduates already enter public interest work, the cost of providing substantial 
loan repayment assistance to all of them would be prohibitive. The rationale would also be 
unclear: if many students are already entering public interest careers, then it is not clear that 
any “inequality of access” to public interest work as a career choice actually exists. In 
contrast, a program with relatively few graduates entering public interest employment would 
be a better candidate for an LRAP, which provides very substantial, focused support. 
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• Do existing federal, state, or local programs already provide loan repayment assistance? To 
the extent that existing programs already enable students to pursue public interest careers, the 
need for an additional University-funded program is less compelling.  

 
• Which vehicle – gift aid or LRAPs – are most effective in helping the program compete for 

students with an interest in public interest work? Different professional schools face different 
competitive environments when competing for students, including students with a specific 
interest in public interest work. For example, LRAPs are common features of top-ranked law 
school programs and are increasingly common among the best business schools as well. They 
are less common among schools of medicine, other health professions, public policy, or other 
professional disciplines, which typically rely on gift aid to attract a high-quality, diverse 
student body. 

 
• Do LRAPs offer a benefit relative to gift aid that exceeds their administrative costs? 

Compared to gift aid, LRAPs are difficult to administer. They require regular verification of 
participants’ employment and salary and, once implemented, may be difficult to terminate 
without causing hardship for participants. Their cost may also be difficult to estimate because 
of annual variations in the job market or in graduates’ career objectives. 

 
These factors help to explain the decisions that the University’s individual professional degree 
programs have made to date regarding the mix of LRAPs and gift aid. For example: 
 
• LRAPs exist at every UC law school, as one would expect based upon the considerations 

listed above. Each school has either expanded its LRAP in recent years or is planning to 
enhance its LRAP in the event of future fee increases. These enhancements include 
increasing the maximum amount of debt that qualifies for repayment assistance, increasing 
the salary cap on eligible employment, broadening the definition of the employment 
categories that qualify for repayment assistance, and/or reducing the percentage of salary that 
students are expected to devote to loan repayment. 
 

• Federal, state, and local LRAPs already exist for many graduates in the health professions. 
As noted above, however, existing government programs are generally considered to be 
inadequate, both in terms of the number of available opportunities and the working 
conditions that they require. To date, UC schools in the health professions have opted to use 
their financial aid funds for need-based grants to “equalize access” to their programs, which 
remains their highest priority. They will likely continue this strategy in the event of a fee 
increase while advocating for the expansion of existing public LRAP programs.  
 

• Schools such as Public Policy, IR/PS, and Public Health have found no evidence suggesting 
that higher fees have influenced their students’ decisions regarding public interest 
employment. This is due to a combination of their students’ strong desire to enter public 
interest careers and the lack of an initial dramatic salary difference between public interest 
and private sector jobs. Consequently, these schools have traditionally used broad-based 
grant aid as the means to reduce the financial barriers to enrollment for students with few 
financial resources, thereby preserving public interest careers as a viable option for all 
students. Implementing a financially viable LRAP programs for these schools would be 



 

UCOP Student Financial Support 9

challenging due to the potential for overutilization. In fact, Harvard’s Kennedy School of 
Government recently scaled back its LRAP program due to overuse (particularly among 
international students). 

 
Some federal and regional agencies offer awards that may be described as “repayable” or 
“service contingent” fellowships to promote public interest employment.3 These are fellowships 
awarded to students interested in pursing public interest work that cover all or most of the cost of 
their education. The awards typically have strict requirements attached to them in terms of the 
type of public interest work students must perform upon graduation, and the length of time they 
must remain in it. Recipients fulfilling these requirements graduate with lower debt levels and, 
consequently, face less burdensome loan repayment obligations as the enter public interest jobs. 
Recipients who choose to enter other types of employment have their fellowships converted to a 
loan upon graduation, which must be repaid to the agency. 
 
Repayable fellowships have some advantages and disadvantages compared to LRAPs and gift 
aid. Repayable fellowships avoid some of the financial risks associated with LRAPs by 
establishing an upper bound on schools’ financial obligations. They are also more efficient than 
gift aid in enabling students to pursue public interest careers because they provide larger, 
targeted benefits only to students in those careers. They are, however, less attractive than gift aid 
to prospective students because of the potential for repayment. Also, many schools (e.g. law 
schools) do not have repayable fellowships because the upfront commitment to a public interest 
career that they require might limit the academic and career exploration that they encourage their 
students to pursue. Lastly, a UC-funded repayable fellowship could divert some financial support 
from needy to non-needy students, since the awards would be conditioned on an interest in 
public interest employment rather than on financial need.  
 
Some UC professional school students (primarily those in the health sciences) receive significant 
funding from extramural repayable fellowship programs. No UC professional school currently 
offers its own repayable fellowships. Introducing such a program would create initial cash flow 
complications, since schools would have to front the value of these fellowships – which are 
typically quite large – to cover recipients’ educational costs. It remains unclear how effective 
repayable fellowships are in promoting public interest employment. Nonetheless, to the extent 
that future fee increases generate additional funding for financial aid, repayable fellowships may 
be worth considering as an alternative or complement to gift aid and LRAPs for some programs. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The University’s professional school programs all share a commitment to foster public interest 
work among their students. This commitment is expressed though a balance of (1) academic and 
programmatic components that expose students to the field of public interest, and (2) financial 
support that preserves access to degree programs and their associated career paths. Increases in 
professional degree fees, accompanied by increased funding for student financial support, 

                                                 
3 These are similar in structure to “assumable loans” where schools assume the loans of graduates who enter pre-
defined types of public interest employment. Despite this similarity in structure, the “repayable fellowship” label 
may have a more positive impact on students’ perception of its value. 
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provide professional schools with the resources to enhance their efforts in both of these areas. 
 
The specific role of financial aid in supporting public interest work varies across disciplines.  
This is not surprising, given the different labor market conditions, competitive pressures, and 
definitions of public interest work that exist for each discipline. Consequently, the most effective 
use of new student support funds derived from future fee increases may differ, too.  A few 
generalizations can be made nevertheless:  
 
• Increased investments in UC-funded LRAPs will be an attractive option when at least four 

conditions are met: (a) students graduate with high levels of debt; (b) salaries for public 
interest work are relatively low; (c) salaries for other types of work are reliably high (in 
absolute terms, not just relative to public interest work) so that, even without additional gift 
aid, the school remains financially accessible to low-income students, provided they have 
access to loans and are willing to incur debt; and (d) little or no loan repayment assistance is 
available to students from other, extramural loan assistance programs.  

 
• Schools where a large proportion of graduates typically enter public interest jobs, where 

public interest salaries are not significantly lower than those in other jobs, or where few 
clearly defined public interest career pathways exist will likely focus on providing additional 
gift aid to preserve access to their degree programs for a diverse population of highly 
qualified students. UC-funded repayable fellowships for students interested in public interest 
work might also be considered. 
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Appendix A. Prevalence and Type of Public Interest Employment among Graduates from UC Professional Schools 
 

Discipline Examples of Public Interest Jobs 

Percent Typically 
Entering Public 

Interest Employment 

Law 

• Legal-related work for nonprofit organization 

• Advocacy and social justice work 

• Public Defense attorney 

• District attorney or public prosecutor 

• Legal-related work in federal, state, or local government agencies that involves 

providing legal assistance to the poor and underrepresented 

• Legal-related work in federal, state, or local government agencies that involves 

working on environmental issues 

• Private legal-related employment providing legal assistance to the poor and 

underrepresented 

• Private legal-related employment in poor or underserved communities 

12% to 18%4 

Business 

• Nonprofit management 

• Federal, state, or local government agencies 

• Colleges or universities 

• Foundations or other charitable organizations 

• Social entrepreneurship 

1% to 15%5 

                                                 
4 Data taken from surveys of the 2005 graduating classes conducted by the career centers at UCLA, Berkeley, and Davis Law schools. 
5 Data taken from surveys of the 2005 and 2004 graduating classes conducted by the career centers at UCLA, Berkeley, Irvine, and Davis Business schools. 
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Discipline Examples of Public Interest Jobs 

Percent Typically 
Entering Public 

Interest Employment 

Public Policy 

• Federal, state, or local government agencies 

• Local school districts 

• Nonprofit organizations, national associations, or community based organizations 

• Advocacy and social justice work 

• Colleges or Universities 

• Foundations or other charitable organizations 

• International nonprofit organizations (UN, World Bank, etc.) 

60% to 80%6 

Public Health 

• Federal, state, or local/city health departments 

• Other federal, state, or local government agencies 

• Nonprofit organizations, national associations, or community based organizations 

• Advocacy and social justice work 

• Research Institutes or Universities 

• Foundations or other charitable organizations 

• International nonprofit organizations (UN, World Bank, etc.) 

47%7 

                                                 
6 Data taken from a combination of employment surveys and career center staff estimates of employment outcomes of the 2005 graduating class.  
7 Data taken from an employment survey of the 2006 graduating class at Berkeley’s School of Public Health. Employment data were unavailable for UCLA’s 
School of Public Health. 
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Discipline Examples of Public Interest Jobs 

Percent Typically 
Entering Public 

Interest Employment 

IR/PS 

• U.S. federal government agencies 

• Foreign government agencies 

• International nonprofit organizations (UN, World Bank, etc.) 

• Nonprofit research Institutes 

40% to 50%8 

Theater/Film/TV 

• Production and technical positions in public television stations 

• Artistic director of a theater company 

• Other roles in nonprofit, regional, and community theater companies 

• Produce documentaries or children’s television programming 

• Provide drama therapy to patients in mental health facilities, nursing homes, and 

correctional facilities 

15% to 20%9 

Medicine 

• Medical practice in rural and medically underserved communities 

• Medical practice serving medically underserved populations (e.g. low income) 

• Primary care or general practice instead of specialty practice 

• Faculty and instructors at county/city and public hospitals 

• Directors of state and county public health care systems 

1% to 29%10 

   

                                                 
8 Data taken from an employment survey of the 2003 through 2005 graduating classes at San Diego’s School of International Relations and Pacific Studies. 
9 Program administrators’ estimates of how many graduates enter public interest employment in a typical year. 
10 Data taken from standard reports on graduates practicing in medically underserved areas four years after graduation completed by the medical schools at Davis, 
San Diego, and San Francisco. Data shown here are for the classes of 2001 and 2002. 
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Discipline Examples of Public Interest Jobs 

Percent Typically 
Entering Public 

Interest Employment 

Dentistry 

• Practice in rural and medically underserved communities 

• Practice serving medically underserved populations (e.g. low income) 

• Faculty or instructors in dental schools 
5% to 10% 

Optometry 

• Practice in rural and medically underserved communities 

• Practice serving medically underserved populations (e.g. low income) 

• Faculty or instructors in optometry schools 
Not Available 

Pharmacy 

• Work in public hospitals addressing public health issues (e.g. family planning, 

communicable disease) 

• Federal regulatory agencies (e.g. Food and Drug Administration) 

• Work in rural pharmacies or underserved communities 

• Faculty or instructors in schools of pharmacy 

Not Available 

Nursing 

• Work in medical facilities in rural and medically underserved communities 

• Work in medical facilities serving medically underserved populations (e.g. low 

income) 

• Faculty or instructors in nursing schools 

17%11 

   

                                                 
11 Based on data from the UCLA Nursing School’s application for the Advanced Education Nurses Traineeship.  
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Discipline Examples of Public Interest Jobs 

Percent Typically 
Entering Public 

Interest Employment 

Veterinary Medicine 

• Work in veterinary facilities in rural communities 

• Federal and state government agencies 

• Faculty or instructors in veterinary medicine schools 
3.5%12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
12 Data taken from the American Veterinary Medicine Association’s national employment survey of recent Veterinary Medicine graduates. Data available at 
http://www.avma.org/membshp/marketstats/1yremploy.asp 
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Appendix B. Strategies Currently Used by UC Professional Schools to Promote Public Interest Employment 
 

 Academic Experiential Counseling/Other Financial Aid 

Law 

• Curricular concentrations in 
Social Justice and Public Interest 
Law 

 
• Certificate programs that 

recognize students who complete 
significant coursework in public 
interest law, pro bono law, and 
environmental law 

 
• Degree program in Public Interest 

Law and Policy13 

• Clinical programs that 
enable students to provide 
legal assistance to 
disadvantaged groups and 
individuals 

 
• Externship placements in 

government agencies and 
nonprofit organizations 

• Career counseling and 
placement resources 
designed to help 
students locate public 
interest employment 

 
• Student organizations 

raise funds to provide 
stipends to students 
working in public 
interest internships 

• Broad-based grants and 
fellowships to attract 
public interest-oriented 
students 

 
• Stipends for low or non-

paying public interest 
fieldwork in law school 

 
• LRAP program for 

graduates entering public 
service employment14 

Business 

• Required and elective courses in 
corporate social responsibility, 
social entrepreneurship, and 
business ethics 

• Project-based consulting for 
outside clients that 
emphasizes corporate and 
personal responsibility in the 
community15 

 
• Project-based consulting for 

public agencies that 
contributes towards 
solutions to public 
problems16 

• Career centers help 
students find jobs in 
public and nonprofit 
organizations 

 
• Student organizations 

raise funds to provide 
stipends to students 
working in public 
interest internships17 

• Broad-based grants and 
fellowships to attract 
public interest-oriented 
students 

• Stipends for public 
interest internships 

• LRAP program for 
graduates entering public 
service employment18 

                                                 
13 Los Angeles offers this degree program and graduated its first class in 2000. 
14 Eligible public interest includes legal-related employment in federal, state, or local government agencies or nonprofit organizations (excludes judicial 
clerkships and public prosecutorial positions). 
15 The Social Responsibility Initiative at Irvine and the Center for Responsible Business are two examples of this. 
16 Davis MBA Consulting Center connects students to consulting assignments in state agencies in Sacramento. Davis had the highest proportion (15 percent) of 
MBA graduates enter the public or nonprofit sectors 
17 Net Impact, a national student organization with chapters at each UC business school, is particularly active in this area. 
18 Eligible public interest includes employment in government agencies or nonprofit organizations. To date, Berkeley is the only campus operating an LRAP. 
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 Academic Experiential Counseling/Other Financial Aid 

Public Policy 

• Curriculum that focuses entirely 
on addressing public interest 
problems and issues 

 
• Recruiting and admitting students 

likely to enter public interest 
employment 

• Applied policy analysis 
project for a public or 
nonprofit sector client 

 
• Required summer internship 

for an organization 
performing public interest 
work 

• Career centers that 
maintain extensive 
networks and contacts 
with organizations 
performing public 
interest work 

• Broad-based grants and 
fellowships to attract 
public interest-oriented 
students19 

 
• Stipends for low or non-

paying public interest 
fieldwork 

Public Health 

• Curriculum that focuses entirely 
on addressing public interest 
problems and issues 

 
• Recruiting and admitting students 

likely to enter public interest 
employment 

• Practicum experience 
working for an organization 
on a project related to an 
area of public interest 

 
• Required summer internship 

for an organization 
performing public interest 
work 

• Career centers that 
maintain extensive 
networks and contacts 
with organizations 
performing public 
interest work 

• Broad-based grants and 
fellowships to attract 
public interest-oriented 
students20 

 
• Stipends for low or non-

paying public interest 
fieldwork 

IR/PS 

• Curricular tracks that focus on 
addressing public interest 
problems and issues 

 
• Recruiting and admitting students 

likely to enter public interest 
employment 

• Summer internship for an 
organization performing 
public interest work 

• Career centers that 
maintain extensive 
networks and contacts 
with organizations 
performing public 
interest work 

• Broad-based grants and 
fellowships to attract 
public interest-oriented 
students 

 
• Stipends or fellowships 

for non-paying public 
interest fieldwork 

 

                                                 
19 Neither of the UC Public Policy schools are currently considering an LRAP program due to the potential for overutilization. More than two-thirds of Public 
Policy Graduates typically go on to public interest employment. 
20 Berkeley and Los Angeles are currently considering developing an LRAP program due to the widening of the salary gap between public interest and private 
sector jobs. The potential for overutilization may make it difficult to have a viable LRAP. 
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 Academic Experiential Counseling/Other Financial Aid 

Theater/Film/TV 
• Classes taught by faculty with a 

strong commitment to diversity 
and public service 

• Internships in community-
based film, television, and 
theater facilities 

 
• Individual creative projects 

with a public interest 
component such as 
documentaries or public 
health announcements 

 
• Student-designed arts 

instruction in local school 
classrooms21 

  

Medicine 

• Specialized curricula designed to 
train physicians to address the 
needs of underserved 
communities22 

 
• Required and elective courses on 

public interest health issues 
 
• Joint MPH and MBA leadership 

courses on serving the 
underserved 

• Free and mobile clinics that 
serve the medical needs of 
disadvantaged and medically 
underserved populations23 

 
• Thesis research projects that 

address the needs of the 
medically underserved 

• Career mentoring 

• Repayable public interest 
fellowships that cover all 
or part of students’ 
medical education 
costs24 

 
• National LRAP 

programs for graduates 
who work in public 
interest positions25 

 

                                                 
21 Part of UC’s ArtsBridge program, which brings arts instruction to K-12 classrooms in the Los Angeles Unified School District. 
22 Part of UC’s Program in Medical Education (PRIME) program, which has been operating since 2004 at the Irvine campus, and is currently under development 
at other UC medical schools. 
23 This includes student-run homeless clinics, partnerships with the Salvation Army, and mobile clinics. 
24 These fellowships are typically sponsored by rural or medically underserved communities, and convert to a loan if recipient students do not work in the 
sponsoring community for a certain period of time after graduation. 
25 These are sponsored by organizations such as the National Health Service Corps and provide loan repayment assistance to graduates practicing in medically 
underserved communities 
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 Academic Experiential Counseling/Other Financial Aid 

Health Sciences 
Other Than 
Medicine26 

• Programs may require a high 
public service component in their 
application for admission 

 
• All programs offer elective 

coursework directly or indirectly 
related to public interest work 

• Free clinics and community 
service programs that allow 
students to provide care to 
disadvantaged or 
underserved populations 

 

• Federal LRAP programs 
that provide assistance to 
graduates working in 
rural and/or underserved 
areas27 

 
• State LRAP programs 

that provide assistance to 
graduates who teach in 
nursing schools28 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
26 This includes dentistry, optometry, pharmacy, nursing, and veterinary medicine. 
27 This includes programs such as the National Health Service Corps, the Nursing Education Loan Repayment Program, the Bureau of Indian Affairs Loan 
Repayment Program, and the National Veterinary Medicine Service Act, 
28 The SNAPLE program provides loan repayment assistance to nursing graduates who go on to teach in nursing schools in California. 
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Appendix C. Approaches UC Professional Schools Plan to Take to Promote Public Interest Employment amid Future Fee Increases 

 

 Law Business Medicine Other 

Berkeley 
• Enhanced LRAP program 
 
• Additional funding for 

general need-based grants 

• Considering enhancing 
existing LRAP program  

• Public Policy: Considering creating an LRAP program; 
Additional funding for general need-based grants 

 
• Public Health: Considering creating an LRAP program; 

Additional funding for general need-based grants 
 
• Optometry:  Additional funding for general need-based 

grants 

Davis 
• Enhanced LRAP program 
 
• Additional funding for 

general need-based grants 

• Additional funding for 
general need-based grants 

• Additional funding for 
general need-based grants 

• Vet Med: Additional funding for general need-based grants 
 
• Public Health: Additional funding for general need-based 

grants 

Irvine  • Additional funding for 
general need-based grants 

• Additional funding for 
general need-based grants  

Los Angeles 
• Enhanced LRAP program 
 
• Additional funding for 

general need-based grants 

• Additional funding for 
general need-based grants 

• Additional funding for 
general need-based grants 

• Public Policy: Considering creating an LRAP program; 
Additional funding for general need-based grants 

 
• Public Health: Considering creating an LRAP program; 

Additional funding for general need-based grants 
 
• Theater/Film/TV: Additional funding for general need-

based grants 
 
• Nursing:  Additional funding for general need-based grants 

Riverside  • Additional funding for 
general need-based grants   

San Diego   • Additional funding for 
general need-based grants • IR/PS: Additional funding for general need-based grants 

San Francisco   • Additional funding for 
general need-based grants 

• Dentistry: Additional funding for general need-based 
grants 

 
• Nursing: Additional funding for general need-based grants 
 
• Pharmacy: Additional funding for general need-based 

grants 


