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Writing is pivotal to learning. No matter what students are studying, they benefit when they use writing

to understand concepts, solve problems, communicate ideas and make sense of what they read and learn.

The mission of the California Writing Project (CWP) is to improve student writing and learning

by improving the teaching of writing.

The goals and strategies that follow are at the heart of every CWP program:

- Concentrating efforts in regions where literacy is most in jeopardy

- Preparing students for the work of writing — in school and college, in the workplace and community
- Emphasizing instructional approaches for developing the writing and reading skills of English learners
- Supporting teachers as they prepare students to meet and exceed California standards

- Serving California teachers, students, schools and districts through a model of university/school

collaboration

INVERNESS RESEARCH ASSOCIATES

CWP sites conduct Invitational Leadership Institutes in the
Teaching of Writing that prepare teacher consultants through
intensive inquiry into effective writing and assessment
practices, supporting research, and the student writing that
results. Teacher consultants write to gain firsthand experience
in the writing they teach and the interventions students
need to improve their writing. Through ongoing leadership
development programs, teacher consultants create and lead
professional learning opportunities for their colleagues that
address school and district needs: linking district curricula to
California standards, assessing writing to inform instruction,
improving argument writing for college, career and community
readiness, and teaching writing with digital tools.

Each year, over 2,000 CWP teacher consultants engage
in a variety of leadership activities:

+ Classroom coaching and mentoring

+ Partnerships with schools and districts

« School-based professional learning communities

+ Youth writing academies

+ Family literacy programs

CWP collaborates with schools and districts to tailor
professional development programs to the local needs
of students, teachers and administrators.

College and Career Readiness — Improving Students’
Analytical Writing is a statewide program that focuses
on accelerating the analytical writing and critical reading
improvement of all students. This program fosters
collaboration among high school, community college
and university instructors to prepare students for college
and career readiness.

Support for California Standards — CWP programs build
knowledge of CCSS-aligned* instruction and assessment,
integrate CCSS into school writing programs, and place
discipline-specific literacy at the core of teacher support.
Programs also focus on connecting ELD standards with CCSS
to support equitable classroom opportunities for English
learners, as well as on strengthening the learning connections
between home and school.

Digital Writing, Teaching and Learning — CWP provides
programs that link technology-mediated instruction and
assessment to the CCSS, strengthen student learning by
developing 21*-century skills and address media literacy.

*Common Core State Standards
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CWP has a positive, long-term influence on teachers and their students, as evidenced
by numerous research and evaluation studies conducted with K-12 schools and districts.

Improving Students’ Analytical Writing (ISAW)

This study investigated a two-year ISAW program to provide sustained partnerships Number of educators served
with teams of teachers from 18 low-performing high schools in urban and rural areas. (2018-19)

Students of ISAW teachers outperformed their counterparts with significant differences

in all seven attributes of writing as measured by the National Writing Project’s Analytic

Writing Continuum assessment system. Likewise, differences were seen in all 18 attributes

of writing as measured by the ISAW Analytical Writing Improvement Continuum

assessment system.

Evaluating Outcomes through a Professional Development Program

in the Teaching of Writing Number of schools served

This study examined teacher and student outcomes of a partnership focused on writing (eriE=ic)

improvement in four schools serving high-poverty populations with substantial numbers
of English learners. Students of participating teachers outperformed their comparison
counterparts on pre/post writing measures.
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and independent colleges and universities. For more information about CSMP, please visit csmp.ucop.edu.
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