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UC President’s Transfer Initiative
“Transfer students are an important part of UC’s strength, as well as an engine 
of social mobility for our state. Put simply, if we are serving transfers well, then 
we are serving the state well.” 

– President Janet Napolitano 

May 2014 Transfer Action Team of faculty, staff, and students 
presented recommendations to UC Regents

Spring/Fall 2015 UC faculty convened in discipline-based workgroups to 
develop 21 Transfer Pathways

Spring 2016 Began Pathways implementation for first 10 majors

Fall 2016 Began Pathways implementation for next 11 majors

December 2016 Launched UC Transfer Pathways Guide website

March 2017 Released Pathways Course Finder tool on UCTP Guide



UC Transfer Pathways…

§ Help students to prepare early and apply broadly
§ Provide clear, consistent course-taking advice

§ Satisfy UC campus admission requirements across the 
entire system for a specific major

§ Provide a set of course expectations that prepare transfers 
for timely graduation

§ Not necessarily a duplicate of the Associate Degrees for 
Transfer (ADTs)

§ Not a guarantee of admission to UC



21 UC Transfer Pathways

First 10
§ Anthropology
§ Biochemistry
§ Biology
§ Cell Biology
§ Chemistry
§ Economics
§ Mathematics
§ Molecular Biology
§ Physics
§ Sociology

Next 11
§ Business Administration
§ Communication
§ Computer Science
§ Electrical Engineering
§ English
§ Film & Media Studies
§ History
§ Mechanical Engineering
§ Philosophy
§ Political Science
§ Psychology
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Includes important notes for 
academic planning

Highlights the Pathway 
course expectations



Highlights course 
expectations for UC Transfer 
Pathway compared to ADT
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Lists the specific major 
degree programs and UC 
campuses that offer the 
Pathway
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Includes important note 
about minimum GPA and 
grade requirements
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Implementing UC Transfer Pathways

§ How do individual CCC courses align with UC Transfer 
Pathway course expectations?

§ Where do full Transfer Pathways exist?

§ How can we build more Pathways for prospective 
transfer students?

– 9 UCs x 113 CCCs x 21 majors x ~5 course 
expectations ≈ 115,000 articulation opportunities

– First 10 majors: ~1,500 articulation gaps to address

– Next 11 majors: ~10,000 articulation gaps to address



22

58

32

Total: 112 CCCs

Near-Full Alignment

A total of 58 CCCs are 
close to offering a full 

Biology Pathway.

Full Alignment (100%)

32 CCCs already offer a 
full Biology Pathway.

Incomplete Alignment

22 CCCs do not possess 
sufficient course 

articulation to offer a full 
Biology Pathway.

*Notes: 1) Counts are based on 2014-15 ASSIST data and do not include Clovis.
2) To satisfy a Pathway course expectation, the CCC course must articulate UC systemwide.

Distribution of Community Colleges with
Articulated Courses that Fulfill the Biology Pathway*



UC Transfer Pathways Progress

Number of Community Colleges with Full Transfer Pathways: First 10 Majors
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Scope of Initial Pathways Articulation

§ Transfer Pathways articulation initially based on the CCC 
courses with the most articulation across UC campuses

– Did not focus on closing gaps for honors courses or other 
“non-standard” courses

§ Data are a snapshot of CCC-UC articulation
– First 10 majors based on 2014-15 ASSIST data
– Next 11 majors based on 2015-16 ASSIST data
– Phased out or new CCC courses may not be reflected yet

§ New articulation must be verified on ASSIST
– Quality control protocol: if not yet published on ASSIST, not 

yet published on UC Transfer Pathways Guide



UC Transfer Pathways Guide

§ Goals of the Guide:
– Easily view a list of CCC courses that fulfill Pathway course 

expectations
– Be a central resource focused on Pathways articulation

§ Full Transfer Pathways
– All CCC courses that align with all Pathway expectations are 

articulated at all UC campuses offering the Pathway major

§ Partial Transfer Pathways
– CCC courses that align with some Pathway expectations are 

articulated at all UC campuses offering the Pathway major



http://pathwaysguide.universityofcalifornia.edu
This image cannot currently be displayed.
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Lists the specific major 
degree programs and UC 
campuses that offer the 
Pathway
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Next Steps

§ ASSIST à UC Transfer Pathways Guide
– If Pathways articulation is not yet on ASSIST, it is not yet on the 

Transfer Pathways Guide

§ Pathways articulation data corrections/updates
– Contact us: transferartic@ucop.edu 

§ Coming soon: Basics of the Pathways Guide (PDF)
– Supplemental resource provides background information on the 

Pathways Guide & will be posted to the Guide website by end of June 
2017

§ CCC courses for new Pathways articulation
– New or revised CCC courses should be submitted for UC TCA approval 

first; then submit to UC campuses using new features in ASSIST



UC Transfer Pathways
http://ucal.us/transferpathways

UC Transfer Pathways Guide 
http://pathwaysguide.universityofcalifornia.edu 

UC Transfer Articulation
http://www.ucop.edu/transfer-articulation

ASSIST
http://www.assist.org


