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Transfer Paths 
• Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum 

(IGETC): A broad starting point for students

• UC Transfer Pathways: An option to prepare for a major 
at all nine campuses

• Campus-specific major preparation: Student has defined 
major or the major is not in UC Transfer Pathways

• Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG): Student knows 
which one UC campus they want to attend with a 
guarantee of campus and major

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students have several transfer routes that vary on specificity 
There are different routes, starting off with the broadest option and then tapering to the most specific option available 
These routes are not mutually exclusive, meaning the student may complete/ plan to complete multiple routes while at the community college




Navigating the Transfer Paths

Clarifying Options



Intersegmental General Education 
Transfer Curriculum (IGETC)
• A series of courses prospective transfer students may 

complete to satisfy lower-division general education 
requirements before transferring to most colleges and 
majors at UC campuses. 

• Used in lieu of student completing UC campus’ 
school/college general education requirements 

• UC IGETC Certification can be full or partial
– Some campuses don’t accept IGETC full or partial 

Resource: Quick Reference 2017 pages 35-38
– IGTEC For STEM may be helpful/useful

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We specifically call-out IGETC as a pattern of lower division (or freshman/sophomore) GE courses because some academic programs/majors for some campuses also require upper division (or junior/senior standing) GE courses to meet the UC campus’ graduation requirements.
IGETC is not a requirement for admission, but is a selection criteria for some campuses and/or programs (B: L&S, R: SOBA)
As a starting point, completing IGETC gives students flexibility because courses to meet the pattern are generally accessible across the CCC system  

IGETC for STEM: 1 remaining lower-division general education course in Area 3 Arts/Hum and one remaining lower-division general education course in Area 4 Soc/Beh Sci must be completed after transfer. 

This plan allows STEM students to concentrate on required math and science courses needed for success in the major. 
Students are eligible to complete the IGETC for STEM only if:
it would be impossible for them to complete both major prep coursework and IGETC within 60 units prior to transfer AND 
they are earning an ADT that offers IGETC for STEM as an option AND
the UC major program or college accepts partial IGETC certification.




IGETC versus 7-course Pattern 
English 

Composition
1 course

Critical Thinking
1 course

Math Concepts & 
Quantitative 
Reasoning

1 course
Arts & Humanities

1 course in Arts
1 course in Hum
3rd course from 

either

Social & 
Behavioral 
Sciences
3 courses 

Physical & 
Biological 
Sciences

1 Phy Sci and 1 Bio 
Sci – 1 with Lab

Language Other 
than English

Equivalent to 2 yrs. 
of high school 

instruction

English 
Composition

2 courses

Quantitative 
Reasoning
1 course

GE
4 Courses

from at least two 
areas

Likely completed 
in high school 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Overlap between IGETC courses and the UC 7-course pattern for minimum junior transfer admission requirements




Who Should Follow IGETC? 

Students:
• just starting at college who are not sure if they will apply to UC 

or CSU

• who want to complete lower division GE courses to allow 
space for completing a major/minor or double-major

• who want to focus on taking additional upper division electives 
in their major at UC

• who want to study-abroad to leave room for the possibility that 
courses completed out of country cannot be applied to the UC 
degree



UC Transfer Pathways

• A single set of courses that prospective transfer 
students can take to prepare for their major on any of 
our nine undergraduate campuses

• Covers 21 of the most popular majors to which transfer 
students apply

• Shows the name of the same/similar major at each UC 
campus

• Shows same/similar courses required for the CSU ADT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although following a pathway doesn't guarantee admission to UC, it gives the student a clear roadmap to prepare for their major and be well positioned to graduate in a timely manner from any UC campus.
If there isn't a pathway for the chosen major, follow guidance on the ASSIST website or each campus’ website.
Course Transferability Tool (UC-transferable courses and major articulation) – should become available in the next couple of months until ASSIST Next Gen launches 
An important note: The pathways guide students who want to make themselves competitive across the UC system; some campuses listed may want fewer courses for admission, but none will expect more. 



Who Should Follow a UC Transfer 
Pathway? 
• Students starting at CCC not sure if they want to 

apply to UC

• Students not sure which UC campus at which 
they wish to enroll

– Leaves options and allows flexibility to go in a 
different direction later



UC Campus-Specific Major Coursework

• Pattern of courses required/recommended for a major 
at a specific UC campus

• Part of selection for some UC campuses

• May align with UC Transfer Pathways

– Keeping options open, may mean one or two 
additional courses must be completed

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Major coursework are foundational to prepare a major at UC. It is a key factor used when determining if a student will be admitted to a UC campus.
Major Preparation requirements vary by major and campus: courses, GPA in major prep and overall, specific grade in specific courses, etc.
Major preparation courses can also be used toward IGETC and/or 7-course pattern. 
In addition, major preparation for a student’s Associate Degree at the CCC may not be the same as major preparation needed for UC admissions.




Who Should Follow Campus-Specific 
Major Preparation Coursework?
Students:

• who know which UC campus/campuses for which they 
will apply

• want to be better prepared for the specific campus 
program

• who complete recommended/preferred courses to be 
more competitive in admission selection



UC Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG) 
• Six campuses participate in the TAG program for 

California community college students who meet specific 
requirements.

• Participating UC campuses: Davis, Irvine, Merced, 
Riverside, Santa Barbara, and Santa Cruz.

• Who is not eligible for TAG?
- Students who have earned a bachelor’s, graduate 

and or/ professional degree. 
- Students previously enrolled at a UC campus during a 

regular term and wants to return to the same UC campus.
- Students concurrently enrolled in high school. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students must meet campus-specific requirements. 
TAG open regardless of residency status
Formerly matriculated UC student CAN apply for TAG to a DIFFERENT UC campus.
TAG matrix provides campus details for the guarantee; updated in July




Who Should Apply For a TAG?

• Student who is sure they want to enroll at a very 
specific UC campus

• Selection criteria very specific; higher GPA 
and/or additional courses may be required

• Is an absolute guarantee to the campus and
major

• Eliminates anxiety in the transfer process



Lower Division Transfer Option 
A few campuses may accept applications from students 
seeking to transfer prior to achieving junior-standing in 
some majors

Minimum requirements include: 
met freshman admission requirements

has a minimum 2.00 GPA in college courses 

did not meet freshman admission requirements
completed missing “a-g” courses in college
has a minimum 2.00 GPA in college courses

Selection criteria varies but may include: 
UC-transferable English, supplemental application, 7-
course pattern, some/all major prep

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why does UC admit LD?
	Available capacity; individual exceptions, capacity in specific majors
Currently the following courses generally have lower division spaces available --Fall term: D, LA, M, R, SC; W/SP term: M, R
This is subject to change each year/term for most accurate information check the following website on August 1 for fall term availability and July 1 for winter/spring availability
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/check-majors/index.html

Minimum GPA for nonresidents is 2.8

Selection GPA will vary from campus to campus

Pros:
Transitioning from a semester to a quarter system (if applicable)
Some community colleges do not have as much major prep available
More time to fit in at UC make connections
More time to explore UC major offerings
Wider selection of major prep courses
Cons:
Cost more
Transitioning from a semester to a quarter system (if applicable)
Will be required to take campus GE pattern (instead of IGETC)
May need to stay longer than 3 yrs.







Who Should Apply as a LD Transfer?

Students:
• who may have exhausted course offerings in a specific 

subject at the CCC

• who are very motivated student who is ready to 
experience UC sooner

• who are less concerned about additional cost to attend 
UC longer



Is LD Transfer the Best Alternative?

Did the student meet 
minimum 

requirements for UC 
admission at time of

high school 
graduation?

How many UC-
transferable units 
has the student 

earned (20, 30, 40, 
50, 58)?

What is the 
student’s UC GPA? 

Is the student a 
resident or non-
resident (UC’s 

definition)?

What kind of UC-
transferable 

courses has the 
student completed 
or has in progress 

(“a-g”, 7-course 
pattern, major prep, 

etc.)? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To best determine if transferring at the lower-division level is appropriate for individual students – be sure to ask the following questions.



Navigating the Transfer Paths

Exploring Tools



TOOLS

• UC Transfer Admission Planner (UC-TAP)

• UC Transfer Pathways (UCTP) and Guide

• California Virtual Campus (CVC)

• ASSIST 



UC Transfer Admission Planner (UC TAP)

Benefits of UC TAP:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Transfer Admission Planner (UC TAP) is a free online planner available through the UC System, accessible to California community college counselors, transfer students, and UC counselors. The purpose of this tool is to facilitate the advising of transfer students looking to apply to UCs.
Community college counselors can request access to UC TAP to use as a tool for advising UC bound students.
Counselors are highly encouraged to have a UC TAP for the following reasons:
UC TAP facilitates the evaluation for UC eligibility for admissions as well as TAG
Allows counselors to advise students on students’ campus selection and majors
Counselors can track student progress as early as the first term
Counselors can communicate with students via the UC TAP




UC Transfer Pathways



UC Transfer Pathways Guide

Print-friendly 
button



UC Transfer Pathways Guide 
– Course Finder

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This tool allows students to see which major preparation courses at a particular California community college transfer to all UC campuses.
If a full pathway of courses are not available at a specific CCC, message will indicate “Partial Pathway.”
A “partial pathway” means that not all the major preparation courses listed on UC Transfer Pathways is offered at that particular California community college.




California Virtual Campus (cvc.edu)

Resource for locating online courses offered across the CCC system
Note: Students must be realistic about the discipline necessary
to complete an online course.



ASSIST

Presenter
Presentation Notes







IGETC
• CCC are responsible for certifying if students for partial 

or full UC IGETC pattern
• Also responsible for certifying if students for UC IGETC 

for STEM
• IGETC Standards includes the process CCCs must 

follow for using courses to meet the subject areas



Quick Reference

2018 version available early August  
New name - Quick Reference: Guide to UC Admissions



Navigating the Transfer Paths

Helping Students Navigate



How Would You Advise?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is no “right or wrong” answer – the answer depends upon individual student circumstances.



Helping Students Navigate
How would you advise this student? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Suggested guidance: start with the IGETC pattern



Helping Students Navigate 
How would you advise this student? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Suggested guidance: following the UC Transfer Pathway (UCTP) in Mechanical Engineering
TIP: check the list of the 21 UCTPs to ensure there is a pathway for the selected major
	Answer: yes, there is a UCTP for Mechanical Engineering



Helping Students Navigate 
How would you advise this student? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Suggested guidance: Because UC Berkeley does not participate in the Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAP) program, the student should probably apply to more than just one UC campus.  And, because Berkeley conducts a holistic review, while the GPA in this example is very strong, it would be helpful if the student also has awards, honors, activities, volunteer work or paid employment to demonstrate her interest in Math.



Helping Students Navigate 
How would you advise this student? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Suggested guidance: Submit a TAG to UC Davis
TIPS: Davis does participate in TAG
Refer to the TAG Matrix to determine if the student meets the minimum GPA requirement for the TAG in English
Answer: the minimum GPA required to TAG in English at Davis is 3.20

TAG Matrix: http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/files/tag-matrix.pdf
Updated annually in July



Helping Students Navigate 
Would you advise this student to apply as a lower-
division transfer? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some campuses would focus on the missing 1 UC-E and major prep completion.

Santa Cruz and Riverside - Would encourage the student to apply as a lower division student and would possibly allow her to take a UC-E course during the summer.

All other UC campuses would encourage the student to complete junior-transfer admission requirements.



Helping Students Navigate 
Would you advise this student to apply as a lower-
division transfer? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lower division admission might be an option for those few UC campuses that admit at that level.
For some campuses – Art is not a very selective major but a portfolio or supplemental application review might be required.



Helping Students Navigate 
Would you advise this student to apply as a lower-
division transfer? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Suggested Guidance: stay at the CCC to reach junior-standing and complete all required major prep courses





Transfer Paths: Helping Students Navigate 

• Starting with IGETC and/or one of the UC Transfer 
Pathways gives students concrete guidance and leaves 
future options open.

• Students can begin to funnel down to UC campus 
specific major preparation and/or TAG when they are 
more confident about their major and UC campuses to 
which they wish to apply.

• The seven-course pattern is a subset of the IGETC 
pattern which means students will be prepared to meet 
the junior transfer admission requirements.



Transfer Paths: Helping Student Navigate

• Determine if completion of the full UC IGETC pattern (or 
IGETC for STEM) is a good option for a student.

• Some students may be ready to transfer to UC sooner; 
is lower division transfer an option for them?

• Graduating within two years is possible with very careful 
planning and guidance.



RESOURCES
UC Transfer Admission Planner (UC-TAP): 
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/transfer/transfer-admission-
planner/index.html

UC Transfer Pathways (UCTP): 
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/transfer/preparation-paths/index.html

UC Transfer Pathways Guide: 
http://pathwaysguide.universityofcalifornia.edu/college-pathways/0/0

ASSIST: http://www.assist.org/web-assist/welcome.html

IGETC Standards: 
http://icas-
ca.org/Websites/icasca/images/IGETC%20Standards%20version%201.8%20final%
20version.doc.pdf

Quick Reference 2017: 
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/files/quick-reference-2017.pdf



OTHER RESOURCES

AskUC@ucop.edu – questions on UC systemwide policies, practices and 
procedures

UC Counselors and Advisers Bulletin
Subscribe: http://universityofcalifornia.us3.list-

manage.com/subscribe?u=85dd67450c3165234698f75b7&id=3bf066f8f5
Archive: 

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/resources/counselor
s-advisers-bulletin/index.html
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