FAQs for Open Access for Theses and Dissertations Policy
What is an open access repository?
An open access repository is a digital platform that stores various types of scholarly
works and makes such works available for free and for anyone to consult, reference, and
download. The University of California’s open access repository is called “eScholarship”
(http://eScholarship.org/), which is a service of the California Digital Library.
Does this policy affect copyright ownership in my thesis or dissertation?
No. This policy does not affect or transfer your ownership of copyright or intellectual
property rights in your thesis or dissertation. This policy simply provides a limited
license to make your thesis or dissertation publicly available in an open access repository
(e.g., eScholarship).
Can I delay the release of my thesis or dissertation in an open access repository?
Yes. Most students want to make their theses or dissertations publicly available as soon
as possible and as widely as possible. However, some may want to delay (i.e.,
“embargo”) the date that their theses or dissertations become available in an open access
repository. If, for example, the thesis or dissertation discloses a novel process or
invention for which a patent may be sought, an embargo on the public release of the
thesis or dissertation may be appropriate. (See next FAQ for more information.)
Under this policy, an embargo period of up to two years may be requested upon filing. If
there are compelling circumstances, you may be able to obtain an embargo of longer than
two years. Please see Section III.D (“Delay of Open Access / Embargo”) of the policy.
What does the University of California gain by this thesis/dissertation policy?
By virtue of this policy, UC obtains a limited license to permit electronic theses or
dissertations authored by UC graduate students to be available in an open access
repository. The policy essentially updates the old way of placing hard copies of
theses/dissertations onto library shelves, so that the physical copies are replaced by
electronic copies, and library shelves are replaced by digital repositories. This policy
also brings theses/dissertations within the fold of other UC open access policies, which
require all UC faculty members and staff members to provide a similar “open access”
license to UC for scholarly articles written while they are employed at UC.
In addition, this policy provides systemwide consistency regarding the availability of
theses/dissertations. Currently, there is no systemwide UC policy for permitting access to
theses/dissertations, as each UC campus handles access and permissions differently for
the theses/dissertations developed at that campus. This policy now creates a uniform
approach to the limited open access license permitted for theses/dissertations.
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Aren’t there other systemwide UC open access policies already in existence? If so, what are
the key differences between those other open access policies and this one for theses and
dissertations?
Yes, there are at least two other systemwide UC open access policies: one for the
Academic Senate members only, and the other is the Presidential Open Access Policy,
applicable to all non-Academic Senate authors who have written scholarly articles while
employed at UC (including non-Academic Senate faculty and staff members). These
policies are specifically directed to published scholarly articles. On the other hand, the
Open Access for Theses and Dissertations Policy is limited to graduate students’ theses
and dissertations, most of which will not have been previously published in journals or in
similar publications. For more information about the existing UC open access policies,
please see: http://osc.universityofcalifornia.edu/open-access-policy/index.html.
What if my thesis or dissertation contains patentable subject matter, and I have not yet
filed a patent application or obtained a patent on this subject matter?
In most cases, an embargo for one or two years is sufficient. Under current patent law, an
inventor has up to one year from the time he or she publicly discloses an invention within
which to file a patent application. So even in the absence of an embargo, one could
publicly disclose a patentable invention in a thesis or dissertation (or elsewhere) and,
within one year, still apply for a patent.
What if my thesis or dissertation contains sensitive information of a third party?
There are at least two options. One option is to seek an embargo on your thesis or
dissertation, assuming that the passage of time (e.g., two years) will alleviate the
sensitivity of the information being publicly available. Another option is to redact the
specific sensitive information and submit the redacted thesis/dissertation without an
embargo, making clear that the thesis/dissertation has been redacted and that the
redaction does not compromise your argument. Please discuss with your
thesis/dissertation advisor or chair before deciding whether to place an embargo on, or
incorporate redactions to, your dissertation for sensitive non-patentable information.
Will journal or book publishers consider publishing my thesis/dissertation if it is already
available in an open access repository, like eScholarship?
Yes. Though the policies and practices of publishers vary (especially depending on the
discipline), generally speaking, scholarly publishers do not bar publication of articles or
books that are based on theses or dissertations available in an open access repository,
especially if there are substantive differences between the thesis/dissertation and the final
work published by the publisher. This is partly because most publishers consider theses
and dissertations to be “student works” that will require substantial editing and revision
before being published in article or book form.
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Does this Open Access for Theses and Dissertations Policy allow commercial use by
eScholarship users or other end users?
No, unless the author of the thesis/dissertation chooses to allow commercial reuse. The
default for all deposited theses/dissertations is the default under copyright law – all rights
are reserved by the copyright owner (e.g., the graduate student authors), with exceptions
for things like fair use. In other words, end users cannot simply reproduce your
thesis/dissertation and distribute your work without your permission, except as permitted
under copyright law (e.g., fair use). Alternatively, authors may choose to grant
eScholarship users and other end users reuse permissions, including commercial reuse, by
choosing a Creative Commons license for their thesis/dissertation at the time of deposit,
if their campus submission form supports these licenses.
How do I actually deposit my thesis/dissertation into an open access repository, like
eScholarship?
Deposit of the thesis/dissertation in the open access digital repository takes place as part
of the procedure for filing your finalized dissertation. Filing procedures are governed by
the policies and procedures of your UC campus. Please refer to your Graduate Division
for information about the filing procedures at your specific campus.
What if I have further questions about this Open Access for Theses and Dissertations
Policy?
Check with your advisor or department chair. If they are unable to answer your
questions, the Deans of the Graduate Division (or the delegees of the Dean) for each
campus are the responsible officers for this policy – including communications and
compliance – at the local level.
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