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The University of California seeks to enroll a student body that reflects the diversity of the state.  
Recently, a Hechinger Report analysis1 found that African American and Latino(a) students 
were underrepresented at many public flagship universities across the country when compared 
to their representation among high school graduates. California was found to be among the 
states with the largest gaps, between the percentage of Latino(a) public high school graduates 
and the percentage of Latino(a) freshman enrollment at flagship institutions.  

UCOP Institutional Research & Academic Planning (IRAP) and Office of Diversity & 
Engagement conducted follow-up analyses to better understand similar disparities across the 
entire UC system. IRAP compared the representation of each racial/ethnic group among public 
high school graduates, public high school graduates that completed a-g college preparatory 
courses with freshman applicants, admits and enrollees.   

In parallel, Diversity & Engagement compared the racial/ethnic makeup of students through the 
pipeline from high school enrollment (12th grade), to graduates completing the SAT, through 
application, admission, enrollment, and retention at UC (See the section under Pipeline 
Analysis).  

 
High School Graduates and A-G Completion 

 
In 2016, almost 430,000 California public high school students graduated and almost 195,000 

report examines the 
proportion of these populations that apply, are admitted and enroll at UC, findings reveal that: 

22 percent of all California public high school graduates and 48 percent of those who 
applied to UC; 

15 percent and 38 percent of those respective populations were admitted to UC; 
8 percent and 18 percent of those respective populations enrolled at UC. 

Appendix A provides similar data by campus, along with race and ethnicity. 
 
Gap Analysis 
 

Building on the Hechinger Report and providing data for the UC system and all undergraduate 
campuses, IRAP compared two measures: 
 

                                                      

1 http://hechingerreport.org/many-state-flagship-universities-leave-black-latino-students-behind/ 
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HS graduates gaps or the gap between the percentage of California public high school 
graduates and the percentage of UC new freshman enrollees (marked by the distance 
between the light yellow and blue dots)  
 
A-G gaps or the gap between the percentage of California and the 
percentage of new UC freshman enrollees (marked by the distance between the dark 
yellow and blue dots) 
 

A full set of gap charts over time for the UC system and by campus is presented in Appendix B.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: The scale of charts are different.  
 

students at most campuses.  For the system, there is a 
 

17 point and 3 point HS graduation gap for Latino(a) and African American students 

 
Looking at Latino(a) new freshman enrollees by campus: 
 

Berkeley was 16 percent enrollment, the lowest in the system, constituting a 30 
percentage point HS graduates 
San Diego, Santa Cruz, Santa Barbara, Davis and Los Angeles were around 30 percent 
and Irvine was 36 percent new freshman enrollees 
Riverside was 49 percent, a 2 point HS graduates 
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Figure 1: Enrollment Gaps for 
Latinos(as) 2016 
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Figure 2: Enrollment Gaps for African 
Americans 2016 
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Merced was at 63 percent, 12 point higher for HS graduates 
 

 
Overtime, the Latino(a) population has grown in the state and across the UC system.  UC 
Merced, Riverside, Santa Cruz, Santa Barbara and Irvine have all been designated Hispanic 
Serving Institutions (HSI), and this year, UC Davis achieved eligibility to be designated an HSI. 
 
For African American new freshman enrollees by campus: 
 

San Diego, Berkeley, Davis, Santa Cruz, Irvine and Santa Barbara had around 2 percent 
enrollment, constituting a 4 percentage point HS graduates gap and around 3 

 
Riverside and UCLA were around 4 percent, with 2 point HS graduates gap and 1 point 

Merced was 5 percent of enrollees, with 1 point HS graduates 
 
Most campuses saw slight increases in the share of African American enrollees over the last six 
years, with the exception of Berkeley and Riverside.  UCLA has a larger number of African 
American applicants, which in part contributes to lower gaps.  In addition, UCLA had a higher 

rate to 
the overall campus admit/yield rate), indicating African American students are more likely to be 
admitted and once admitted, more likely to come to UCLA than the system average. 
 
 UCLA UC System 
 Admit Rate Yield Rate Admit Rate Yield Rate 
All Freshman 17% 48% 68% 56% 
African American Freshman 15% 57% 50% 53% 
Relative Admit/Yield Rates 90% 118% 74% 95% 
 

Pipeline Analysis 

During the 2015-16 academic year, about six in ten California public high school 12th-graders 
were from underrepresented groups (URG). However, only about four in ten of these 12th-
graders who enrolled in UC and persisted past their first year were from URG backgrounds.  
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Figure 3: Racial/ethnic Distribution (% share) of Overall CA Public High School Pipeline to UC 

 

A full set of charts is presented by campus in Appendix C and by CA region in Appendix D.   
Figure 3 shows racial/ethnic distributions of the CA public high school pipeline to UC. 

Approximately 60 percent of all CA public high school 12th graders were URGs.  Of the 
students who graduated from high school, 57 percent were URGs.   

in each course, 47 percent were URGs. Of the 2015-16 12th graders who 
graduated from a CA public high school and took the SAT, 52 percent were URGs. 

Forty-six percent of UC applicants who were CA public high school graduates that 
completed the SAT were URGs; 41 percent of admits from the same pool were URGs; 
40 percent of enrollees from that pool were URGs; and 39 percent of those persisting 
through their first year were URGs.  

Detailed data by campus (Appendix C) presents similar trends as in Figure 3, with some notable 
exceptions: 
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Berkeley and Davis had lower shares of URGs applying (38%) and Berkeley had lower 
shares admitted (25%), enrolling (23%), and persisting (22%); 

Merced and Riverside had higher shares of URGs who applied (61% and 55%), were 
admitted (56% and 46%), enrolled (68% and 55%), and persisted past their first year 
(67% and 54%). 

UC campuses attract freshmen from their local regions and the major urban areas Los 
Angeles County and the San Francisco Bay Area with an overall local attendance rate of 34 
percent within a 50 mile radius of the campus. Regional differences (Appendix D) likely have 
some effect on the outcomes noted above, specifically: 

the shares of URG students are much lower for students in Northern California and the 
San Francisco Bay Area 

the shares of URGs in the Central Valley and Los Angeles regions are much higher 
(e.g., 56 percent and 62 percent 

the relative yield rate which is above 100 percent for all other UC campuses. UCLA 
is on

Stanford, Harvard, Yale and Brown, which likely affects yield rates. 

 Berkeley UC System 
 Admit Rate Yield Rate Admit Rate Yield Rate 
All Freshman 20% 52% 68% 56% 
URG Freshman 13% 46% 59% 55% 
Relative Admit/Yield Rates 66% 90% 88% 98% 
 










































