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Dear Senator Liu:
The University of California (UC) writes to share our concerns regarding AB 1348, which would
establish a new California Higher Education Authority (Authority) to replace the California
Postsecondary Education Commission (CPEC). The Authority would have a broad set of
responsibilities, similar to CPEC’s, such as maintaining an integrated higher education database
and acting as the primary data repository in the state for higher education, developing and
monitoring state goals for higher education, making recommendations on fiscal policy and
allocation of state appropriations, and, with these latest amendments, a call to conduct a UC and
California State University (CSU) eligibility study, to name a few.
The University’s primary concern relates to the composition of the Authority’s board of
directors, which is comprised of lay persons and students and does not provide a voice for the
segments themselves, which have the fiduciary and State responsibility for these institutions.
While CPEC’s board included segmental representation (along with other members), this new
Authority would have 13 representatives on a board of directors, none of whom may be an
employee or official of a postsecondary education institution. Nine members would be political
appointments by the Governor, Assembly, and Senate, and four of 13 members of this board
would be students. This is an agency that would have broad responsibilities for setting the
direction for higher education in this state, including coordination of higher education among the
segments, yet these segments are excluded from the board. While we appreciate the amending
language regarding the need for members with skills, knowledge, and experience related to
postsecondary education, we continue to believe there is a substantial possibility that the
appointed board of directors for this new higher education coordinating board could have
members with little detailed knowledge of the segments or higher education. We are concerned
that this will limit the effectiveness of the Authority because those in decision-making roles will
not have the benefit of segments’ experience and perspective.
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In addition, we believe that these types of boards are most effective when they have general
representation rather than individuals appointed from various interest groups. While students are
a critical stakeholder in higher education, so are faculty and staff, for example. We continue to
believe that a better model would include individuals who are appointed as representatives of the
systems by the responsible leaders of the systems and who can speak with authority on the
potential impacts of different approaches under consideration. While we appreciate that these
latest amendments to AB 1348 do create a technical working group to advise on matters before
the board that would include among others the segment leaders, we do not believe this goes far
enough in addressing our longstanding concern over the Authority’s board composition.
Our concerns with this bill in no way reflect a lack of commitment to oversight and coordination.
We welcome an oversight entity and would note that President Napolitano has made
collaboration with the other segments a priority. The segmental leaders of UC, CSU, and the
California Community Colleges have met jointly with the governing boards of all three
segments, and they have begun work on several important intersegmental initiatives. We look
forward to continuing and expanding upon these efforts.
As always, the University appreciates your consideration of our views. Should you have any
questions on the University’s position on this bill, please do not hesitate to contact me at (916)
445-9924.
Sincerely,

Steve Juarez
Associate Vice President & Director
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