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The Honorable Susan Bonilla
California State Assembly
State Capitol, Room 4140
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE:

AB 1838 (Bonilla) – Co-Sponsor/Support

Dear Assembly Member Bonilla,
The University of California (UC) is pleased to support AB 1838 and co-sponsor this
legislation with the Medical Board of California (MBC). AB 1838 would enable graduates of
accelerated U.S. medical education programs to be eligible for medical licensure in
California. This proposal to amend the Business and Professions Code responds to national
changes in medical education and will enable graduates of medical education programs
accredited by the Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME) or the Committee on
Accreditation of Canadian Medical Schools (CACMS) to be licensed and practice in this
state.
UC operates six of California’s nine MD-granting medical schools and provides specialty
training for nearly half of the state’s medical residents. In view of concerns related to the
nation’s shortage of physicians, increasing level of medical student indebtedness, and the long
total length of training to become a medical doctor, a number of U.S. medical schools have
developed accelerated, competency-based education programs. These programs enable wellqualified students to receive the required amount of medical student education in less than the
traditional four years. Although fewer than a dozen of the nation’s 141 MD-granting medical
schools are currently offering three-year programs, a growing number of considering options
for providing well-qualified students with accelerated pathways to future practice. Within the
UC system, the UC Davis School of Medicine is the first to have recently created an
accelerated track. This small new program, the “Accelerated Competency-based Education in
Primary Care (ACE-PC)” was recently awarded an innovation grant from the American
Medical Association to support its development and launch, in partnership with Kaiser
Permanente of Northern California. This program plans to enroll its first class of four
students in summer 2014. The majority of UCD’s medical students will, however, continue to
be enrolled in the traditional, four-year degree program.
In view of California’s growing needs for physicians, the Medical Board of California has
recognized that the existing California law requiring completion of a “medical curriculum
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extending over a period of at least four academic years” creates an unnecessary barrier for
well-qualified medical school graduates who are interested in practicing in the state, but may
have graduated from an accredited medical education program in less than four years. The
change proposed in AB 1838 will enable the MBC to recognize accreditation by the LCME of
any medical school of medical education program as satisfying certain requirements for
applying for a California license to practice. All other requirements of the MBC for licensure
would remain unchanged, with no fiscal impact on the state. AB 1838 would be beneficial for
the future graduates of UC Davis’ new accelerated program, as well as graduates of any other
LCME-accredited medical school that offers or is considering developing accelerated tracks,
by creating a pathway for graduates to be licensed to practice in California.
We appreciate your leadership in carrying this important bill and will be happy to assist you
and your staff as this bill moves through the process. Please feel free to contact me at (916)
445-9924 if you need additional information or assistance with this bill.
Sincerely,

Angela M. Gilliard, JD
Legislative Director
cc:

President Janet Napolitano
Senior Vice President John Stobo
Senior Vice President Daniel Dooley
Associate Vice President and Director Steve Juarez
Associate Vice President Cathryn Nation
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