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The Honorable Kevin de León
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RE:

SB 967 (de León), as amended August 4, 2014
Position: SUPPORT

Dear Senator de León
The University of California (UC) has no tolerance for sexual harassment and violence on our
campuses. We want our students to feel not only safe and secure but also welcome and
supported at UC. Thus the University supports SB 967 (de León), which would require colleges
and universities in California to adopt certain policies and implement programs addressing
sexual violence, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. We welcome the opportunity
to standardize and clarify our policies and procedures against sexual violence and commend you
for your leadership on this important issue.
On February 25, the University issued a comprehensive expansion of its policy against sexual
harassment and violence. In June, UC President Napolitano formed a systemwide task force to
oversee the University’s efforts to prevent and respond to sexual assault on our campuses. Many
of the requirements of SB 967, such as establishing an “affirmative consent” standard for campus
sexual assault investigations, are reflected in UC’s updated policy. Although our ten campuses
already have comprehensive programs to prevent and respond to sexual violence and sexual
harassment, we know that our work is not complete. Going forward, UC’s policies and
procedures will be further revised to comply with SB 967 and additional guidance from the
federal government, as we continue to review and improve our efforts to make sure UC employs
innovative, evidence-based, and consistent practices across our campuses.
Ensuring a safe and welcoming learning environment on our campuses requires constant
attention and effort and the commitment and engagement of the entire UC community. We are
determined to hold our campuses to the highest standards and do all we can to combat and
prevent sexual harassment and violence. We are pleased to support SB 967 and look forward to
continuing our work with you and the legislature to address sexual assault on college campuses.
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As always, the University appreciates your consideration of our views. Should you have any
questions about the University’s support position on SB 967, please do not hesitate to contact me
at (916) 445-9924.
Sincerely,

Jason Murphy
Legislative Director
cc:

President Janet Napolitano
Provost and Executive Vice President Aimée Dorr
Senior Vice President Daniel Dooley
Associate Vice President and Director Steve Juarez

