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Dear Senator Liu:
I regret to inform you that the University of California (UC) remains opposed to SB 495 as
amended, April 22, 2013. SB 495 encourages UC to make the funding of student health
center clinics a priority when allocating funds for student and campus services, and to give
consideration for additional compensation to the physicians who address student health care
challenges at University of California student health centers. The bill also encourages
California State University (CSU) to do the same.
In an effort to ensure a supportive and enriched learning environment for all undergraduate,
graduate and professional students the University provides various services that directly
benefit students and that are complementary to, but not a part of, UC’s core instructional
program. Student services include a variety of programs such as academic and career
counseling services, cultural and social activities and student health services. Student health
services provide primary care and other services to keep students healthy, including general
outpatient medical care; specialty medical care, including mental health services; and health
education.
Student services are primarily funded by the Student Services Fee, which is a mandatory
systemwide fee to all students. At each UC campus a Student Fee Advisory Committee,
which includes student representation, obtains student input into decisions regarding the use
of student fee funds and advises the Chancellor on the allocation of the fee revenue. This
committee already has the authority to advise the Chancellor to make the funding of student
health services a priority. Thus, it is unclear to the UC why this legislation is needed.
Further, UC is concerned that increasing the compensation of student health center physicians
could result in increases in student fees because these salaries are primarily funded from the
student services fee. It is unclear how increases in these salaries as recommended by SB 495

The Honorable Carol Liu
Page 2
April 30, 2013

would improve the health care and wellness services that students, faculty and staff receive at
a campus health center. Instead, the bill could lead to increases in student fees, which are the
primary funding source for student health center physician salaries, without providing any
additional benefits to those students who pay for it.
Thank you for your consideration of the University’s views. Should you have any questions
on the University’s position on SB 495, please do not hesitate to contact me at (916) 4459924.
Sincerely,

Angela M. Gilliard, JD
Legislative Director
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