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The Honorable Roderick D. Wright
Chair, Senate Governmental Organization Committee
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Sacramento, CA 95814
RE:

SB 190 (Wright), as amended April 4, 2013
Scheduled for Hearing in the Senate Governmental Organization Committee
April 23, 2013
Position: CONCERN

Dear Senator Wright:
I am writing to inform you that the University of California (UC) has concerns regarding
SB 190. SB 190 proposes to legalize professional and intercollegiate sports gambling in
California. Under current federal law, the Professional and Amateur Sports Protection Act
would moot the impact of the bill, but if PASPA is repealed or relaxed to allow sports gambling
in California, the University believes that the negative impacts on California student-athletes,
families, institutions, and businesses will be severe.
UC is concerned that legalizing sports wagering in California threatens the well-being of studentathletes and the intercollegiate athletics community and has the potential to undermine the
integrity of sports contests. If gambling on intercollegiate sports is allowed, there will be
increased pressure placed on student-athletes to provide information about upcoming
competitions to gamblers - conduct that would violate both federal law and NCAA rules.
College sports in California should be appreciated for the benefits related to participation of
student-athletes, coaches, and institutions in fair contests, not the amount of money wagered on
the outcome of the competition.
UC is committed to protecting its students and helping them achieve their goals during their
tenure at UC. However, research and studies have shown that (1) college athletes are more
likely to gamble than non-athletes; (2) student-athletes are two times more likely to be problem
gamblers than non-student gamblers; and (3) male student-athletes are more likely than female
student-athletes to exhibit problem gambling behavior.
For these reasons the NCAA does not allow institutions in any division to host championship
competitions in a state where single-game sport gambling is allowed, and SB 190 would legalize
this type of gambling. This would have a tremendous impact on California and UC. For
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instance, during the 2010-11 academic year alone, the state of California hosted 181 NCAA
championship games or matches. The competitions took place across 14 different NCAA sports
and all three divisions. Banning California from hosting these events will have a negative impact
on both student-athletes and the institutions which will lose these opportunities to showcase their
campuses and facilities on a national, and with increased frequency, televised stage. This will
not only hurt recruitment of student-athletes but also diminish the overall ability of all California
institutions to attract general applicants.
Additionally, hotels, restaurants, transportation companies, and other hospitality businesses will
lose all potential revenues that are earned when teams and their supporters travel to California
championship competitions. Cities and regions that host high profile championship competitions
receive priceless media exposure and marketing for the destination, and those opportunities
would be lost if the state cannot host championships.
For these reasons UC has strong concerns regarding SB 190. We thank you for your continued
commitment to higher education and for your consideration of the University’s views. Should
you have any questions on the University’s position on SB 190, please do not hesitate to contact
me at (916) 327-3299.
Sincerely,

Adrian Diaz
Legislative Director
cc:

Members, Senate Governmental Organization Committee
President Mark G. Yudof
Provost Aimée Dorr
Senior Vice President Daniel Dooley
Associate Vice President and Director Steve Juarez
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