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RE:

SB 195 (Liu), as Amended, May 24, 2013
Scheduled to be heard by the Assembly Higher Education Committee on August 14, 2013
Position: SUPPORT IF AMENDED

Dear Assembly Member Williams:
The University of California (UC) would be pleased to support SB 195 should an amendment be made
to one of the statewide higher education stated goals listed in the bill. The amendment we are seeking
would simply strike the latest addition to the third stated goal in the bill, as follows:
(c) Ensure the effective and efficient use of resources in order to increase high-quality postsecondary
educational outcomes and maintain affordability, as evidenced by reduced time to degree, control of
costs, and maintenance of low fees.
This change would return the language back to its original wording found in SB 721 (Lowenthal) from
last year, and included in earlier versions of SB 195.
SB 195 would establish three broad goals for higher education. Metrics for measuring progress toward
these goals would be developed by a working group convened by an educational administrative body
selected by the Governor, and composed of representatives from the administration, the LAO, the
segments of higher education, the California Department of Education, and accountability experts.
UC has been supportive of the development of a statewide higher education accountability framework
that provides policymakers and the public with appropriate, manageable, and reliable information and
enables the state to determine how well its higher education systems collectively are serving the state’s
needs. We believe SB 195 will enable the development of such a framework. UC strongly supports the
idea of a simplified framework, as presented by SB 195: a small number of higher education goals and
associated metrics, a single workgroup to develop metrics, and manageable reporting requirements of
the segments.
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The UC is a proponent of accountability in postsecondary education and under President Yudof, UC has
developed its own accountability framework that measures campus and system progress in meeting key
strategic University goals. Further, we believe the framework that will be developed under SB 195 will
complement rather than duplicate our own efforts at establishing accountability standards.
As always, the University appreciates your consideration of our views. Should you have any questions
on the University’s position on this bill, please do not hesitate to contact me at (916) 445-9924.
Sincerely,

Nadia Leal-Carrillo
Legislative Director
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