UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
BERKELEY • DAVIS • IRVINE • LOS ANGELES • MERCED • RIVERSIDE • SAN DIEGO • SAN FRANCISCO

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
DANIEL M. DOOLEY
Senior Vice President  External Relations

SANTA BARBARA • SANTA CRUZ

Office of State Governmental Relations
1130 K Street, Suite 340
Sacramento, California 95814
(916) 445-9924
Steve Juarez, Associate Vice President and Director

April 24, 2013

The Honorable Lois Wolk
Chair, Senate Governance and Finance Committee
State Capitol, Room 408
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SB 241 (Evans), as introduced on February 12, 2013
Scheduled for Hearing in the Senate Governance and Finance Committee on
May 1, 2013
Position: SUPPORT IN CONCEPT

Dear Senator Wolk:
The University of California (UC) has reviewed Senate Bill 241 (Evans), which would help fund
California’s higher education system and state parks through a severance tax imposed on oil
producers in California. Recognizing that the bill is likely to undergo changes, UC conceptually
supports the Senator’s efforts to provide a separate source of revenue for California’s public
higher education segments and begin a much-needed reinvestment of public higher education.
We also believe the legislation must include a clear financial commitment to the State’s higher
education segments that will remove any doubt that the intended funding will be forthcoming on
an annual basis.
Broadly stated, the University of California believes that any dedicated funding stream for public
higher education must (1) provide ample resources to restore the State’s promise of an affordable
and accessible education for all students, (2) be used to supplement not supplant existing State
funds for higher education, and (3) allocate new resources according to an equitable formula that
recognizes the shared burden each segment carries for addressing the higher education needs of
the state. The allocation of resources should be straightforward and unencumbered by additional
bureaucracy or restrictions. UC looks forward to working with the Senator to ensure that the
provisions of SB 241 will achieve these goals.
While UC does not have an expressed preference for an oil severance tax over other means of
increasing revenue available for public higher education, SB 241 is the proposal that is currently
before the committee. Although UC’s comments are focused on the bill, they should not be
viewed as a general endorsement of this type of tax or other alternatives, or over other ways in
which the State might evidence a renewed commitment to postsecondary education in California.
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UC applauds Senator Evans’s leadership on this issue. We appreciate your willingness to
consider our views and recognize the unmet funding needs of the University of California and
our sister postsecondary education institutions in the state.
If you have any questions about our position, please contact me at (916) 445-9924.
Sincerely,

Jason Murphy
Legislative Director
cc:

Senator Noreen Evans
Members, Senate Governance and Finance Committee
President Mark G. Yudof
Provost Aimée Dorr
Senior Vice President Daniel Dooley
Associate Vice President and Director Steve Juarez
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