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RE:
ACR 1 (Medina), as introduced December 3, 2012
Scheduled to be heard by the Assembly Health Committee on March 19, 2013
Position: Support
Dear Assemblymember Pan:
The University of California (UC) is very pleased to support ACR 1, a resolution acknowledging the
critically important role of the UC Riverside (UCR) School of Medicine in training future generations
of physicians to help meet the needs of California’s medically underserved and rapidly growing Inland
Empire.
As you are likely aware, in July 2008, the UC Board of Regents approved the establishment of the
UCR School of Medicine, with the admission and enrollment of future students contingent upon the
availability of the resources necessary for the start-up and maintenance of future operations. This
action, along with seeking preliminary accreditation of the school, paved the way for the first new
medical school to be established in California in more than 40 years. This new school will help meet
health care needs in the region and the state by expanding access to medical care; by educating
physicians who will be recruited and encouraged to pursue residency training and practice in the
region; by training a diverse and culturally competent workforce; and by engaging in research
activities intended to improve the health of people living in the region.
We are proud to report that in October 2012, UCR received notification from the Liaison Committee
for Medical Education (LCME) that the School of Medicine was granted preliminary accreditation.
This much anticipated news means that UCR is now recruiting students for the charter class of 50
medical students, who will enroll in August 2013. The UCR School of Medicine has received more
than 2,400 applications for this charter class.
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To date, the UCR campus has recruited Dr. G. Richard Olds as founding dean; established
partnerships with regional hospitals and clinics for medical student rotations and residencies; and
developed an interim 10-year budget plan for the school. Current efforts are focused on securing the
resources required for a full four-year curriculum and the enrollment growth appropriate for an
accredited UC medical school and necessary to address California’s existing physician shortages.
Notwithstanding the state’s major budgetary challenges, launching and sustaining this school will
provide an enduring resource for preparing future physicians for California’s growing and aging
population. As you are also aware – and in keeping with the need for a secure financial base for this
new school – the University is continuing to pursue its request for permanent ongoing funding through
the regular legislative and budget process.
On behalf of the University of California, the UCR School of Medicine, and the people who will
benefit from the services of UCR’s future physician graduates, we wish to thank Assemblymember
Medina for his leadership and support for this major effort.
As always, the University appreciates your consideration of our views. Should you have any questions
on the University’s position on ACR 1, please feel free to contact me at (510) 987-9071, or Angela
Gilliard in our Sacramento office at (916) 445-9924.
Sincerely,

John D. Stobo, MD
Senior Vice President – Health Sciences & Services
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