
 
 
 

Hotel Safety 
 
Before a fire 

• When making a hotel reservation or checking into a hotel, ask about the fire safety 
features of the facility and choose a facility that's protected by both smoke alarms 
and is fully fire sprinklered.  

• When checking in, ask what the fire alarm system sound is for the facility.  
• Become familiar with the fire escape plan posted in your room.  
• Locate the two nearest stairs and count the number of doors between your room 

and the stairwell. In a fire, the hall may be dark and it may be difficult to see the exit 
stairway. Counting the number of doors may help you find the stairs.  

• Look for exit signs wherever you are in the facility.  
• Check to make sure the exits are not locked or blocked. Notify the hotel manager if 

exits are not accessible.  
• Keep your room key by your nightstand so that you can easily reach it in an 

emergency.  
• Travel with a flashlight and fresh batteries in case the power goes out.  
• Report any unusual behavior or fire hazards to hotel management.  

During a fire 
• If the fire alarm sounds, leave the building immediately. Take your room key with 

you, in case the exits are blocked by fire or smoke, you can return to your room.  
• Test doors before you open them. If there is fire on the other side, it will feel warm 

around the cracks. If the door is warm, use your second way out or stay in your 
room and begin procedures for "If You Are Trapped." If the door is cool, open it 
cautiously and check to make sure your escape path is clear of fire and smoke.  

• Always use the stairs, not an elevator, during a fire.  
• If you must escape through smoke, crawl low under the smoke on your hands and 

knees to your exit.  

If you are trapped 
• If you can't escape and there's not fire in your room, stay put.  
• Call the fire department and let them know your exact location.  
• Shut off fans and air conditioners because they can draw smoke into the room.  
• Stuff towels or sheets in the cracks around all doors and vents between you and the 

fire.  
• If you can, open the window at the top and bottom, but be prepared to shut it if 

smoke comes into the room. Do not break the window so that you are able to shut it 
if needed.  

• Stay at the window and signal the firefighters by waving a light-colored cloth or a 
flashlight.  
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Hotel Safety Tips to Protect Young Children 
(From asafestay.com) 

Here are some things to be aware of in a hotel/motel room. As in a home, the following are 
some hidden dangers: 

1. Exposed outlets 
This is the first thing most children head for…those funny looking holes in the wall. It is a 
simple task to install safety plugs, or permanent outlet covers. 

2.  Sharp corners 
Furniture can be extremely dangerous when a running or toddling child falls into it. Look for 
hotels that have rounded edges, or corner covers.  

3. Breakables within reach 
Common sense would put glass objects such as water glasses, decorative arrangements, 
and other attractive breakables high up, or removed from the room. 

4. Electronics within reach 
All electronics, such as VCRs, remote controls, hair dryers can be located on higher shelves 
or have child proof covers. 

5. Exposed cords, especially on curtains 
Cords can be covered, using roll-ups. 

6. Balconies 
Many balconies have openings that are wider than 2 1/4 inch openings. They can be 
covered, or have extra latches on the doors that are high up. 

7. Toilets 
As most parents know, toilets can be an attractive danger. Latches can be provided to keep 
them closed. 

8. Tub faucets 
Faucet covers can be provided to keep your child safe. 

9. Tipping hazards 
Furniture and appliances can be secured to avoid the possibility of tipping over onto a child. 

10. Chain locks 
Some chain locks have too many links, and a small child can slip through the opening. 
Hotels that have the solid flip-lock type latch are generally safer. 

11.  Plastic bags in garbage and ice buckets 
These bags are extremely dangerous for small children, and can be removed and replaced 
with paper, or not used at all.  

12. Bi-fold closet locks 
Many accommodations have bi-fold closet doors which can result in seriously pinched 
fingers. A simple bi-fold lock can resolve this hazard. 

 


