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The RE-89 review committee has reviewed Dr. Maike Sander’s proposed application to Akros/Japan 
Pharma as required by the University of California Regents Resolution RE-89, which states that research 
proposals to be funded by the Tobacco Industry must undergo scientific review by faculty members.  
The proposal put forth by Dr. Sander is planned for submission to Akros Pharma Inc., a U.S. subsidiary of 
Japan Tobacco Pharma, the pharmaceutical component of Japan Tobacco.   

The aim of the proposal is to identify novel regulators of pancreatic beta cell proliferation, using both 
mouse and human cells.  There is no clear aspect of this scientific plan that would positively or 
negatively influence marketing or other aspects of the tobacco industry.   

Based on the supplied material, the proposal uses sound methodology the work plan will enable the 
researcher to test valid scientific hypotheses to reach objective and scientifically valid conclusions.  Data 
from the initial proteomic studies have identified a number of proteins whose activity and expression 
may relate to age-related changes in pancreatic beta cell proliferation. None of the proposed studies 
involve the use of tobacco products. Overall, the proposed studies have the potential to yield new 
agents that could enhance beta cell proliferation.  

None of the material from the applicant or found in the Research Collaboration document from Akros, 
suggest that the industry sponsor will influence the outcome of the scientific pursuit in any way.  Given 
this, the review committee recommends that the faculty member be permitted to apply for funds from 
this tobacco-related industry source. 

 

 




