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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

 
Entry Level Writing Requirement (ELWR) 

Fall 2014 
 
 

The following report is forwarded in compliance with Section 66015.10 of the Education Code, which states: 
 

(a) The University of California is requested to annually notify the governing board of each 
high school of both of the following: 
1. The number of graduates who enrolled in the university in the previous year and the 

number of graduates who were required to take the entry level writing requirement. 
2. The comparable numbers of all California high school graduates who enrolled in the 

university. 
(b) The University of California is requested to provide an annual summary of the information 

specified in subdivision (a) to the Department of Finance and the Joint Legislative Budget 
Committee. 

 
This document is the annual report responding to this legislative request.  

 
Background 

The University of California Entry Level Writing Requirement (ELWR) is a reading and writing proficiency 
requirement that is intended to assure that entering freshman students have the writing skills necessary to 
succeed in lower-division university-level courses.  UC students must be able to understand and to respond 
adequately to written material typical of reading assignments in freshman courses, and this ability must be 
demonstrated in student writing that communicates effectively to university faculty.  

The Academic Senate’s University Committee on Preparatory Education (UCOPE) oversees the ELWR.  This 
requirement may be satisfied by successfully completing a course or program of study in English composition 
during the first year of enrollment at UC.  In addition, prior to enrollment at the University of California, a 
student may satisfy the ELWR by attaining a score approved by the Committee on one of the following 
examinations:  

1. the University of California Analytical Writing Placement Exam (formerly known as the Subject A 
Examination),  

2. the SAT Reasoning Test, Writing section, 
3. the ACT Combined English/Writing test, 
4. the Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Examination, 
5. the Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition Examination,  
6. the International Baccalaureate Higher or Standard Level English A: Literature Examination, or  
7. the International Baccalaureate Higher or Standard Level English A: Language and Literature 

Examination.  
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An additional option for completing the writing requirement prior to enrolling at the university is the successful 
completion of a transferable college-level course in English composition of 3 semester or 4 quarter units. 

Each May, the university offers its Analytical Writing Placement Examination (AWPE) to incoming freshmen 
who have not satisfied the ELWR by that date. The AWPE defines a basic level of proficiency in reading and 
writing for incoming students and sets a baseline of expectations that extends across all UC campuses.  As the 
University Committee on Preparatory Education (UCOPE) observed at its April 2002 meeting, “it is very 
important to have a single University of California standard that clearly communicates to students, parents, 
teachers, and schools the academic reading and writing abilities expected of entering freshmen.” 
 
This report summarizes the outcomes of the ELWR for freshmen who entered the university for the fall 2014 
term and provides fall 2013 data as a point of comparison (see TABLE 1 and TABLE 2).  
 
Information to Schools 
 
Each year, the university notifies California high school principals and county and district superintendents that 
comprehensive ELWR performance results are available on the AWPE Results website 
(www.ucop.edu/elwr/examdata/results/).  These results may be useful to guide high school curriculum 
development that could improve the academic preparation of students. 
 
The AWPE website (www.ucop.edu/elwr) contains previously administered examinations, the scoring guide, 
and annotated sample student essays with reader comments exemplifying each scoring level.  These resources 
are intended to help clarify the ELWR standard of competence.  
 
 
Entry Level Writing Requirement Data on Entering Freshmen 
 
The attached tables display ELWR data for fall 2013 and 2014 entering freshmen.   
 
Of the 34,202 freshmen who entered the university for the fall 2014, 76.6 percent (26,199) met the ELWR prior 
to their enrollment.  This is up from the fall 2013 outcome of 73.0 percent (24,241) for newly enrolled 
freshmen.  The percent of fall 2014 freshmen who fulfilled the ELWR include students who successfully passed 
the AWPE (7,189, or 20.6 percent) as well as students who met the requirement through other means – 55.6 
percent of entrants (19,010).  
 
More students, proportionally and in number, took the AWPE in 2014; 42.1 percent took the 2014 exam 
(14,410 out of 34,202 enrollees) compared to 40.7 percent of the 2013 cohort (13,536 out of 33,221 enrollees). 
The AWPE pass rate was higher for fall 2014 at 49.9 percent (7,189 out of 14,410 examinees) from 41.1 
percent the previous year (5,567 out of 13,536 examinees). The proportion of students who met the ELWR 
through other means prior to enrolling decreased from 56.2 percent (18,674) in 2013 to 55.6 percent (19,010) in 
2014.  Overall, 23.4 percent, or 8,003 students will be required to meet the ELWR during their first year of 
enrollment at the university compared to 27.0 percent, or 8,980 students in 2013.  
 
The percentage of students who fulfilled the ELWR prior to enrolling differs by UC eligibility status.  For fall 
2014, the completion rate for regularly admitted enrollees was 76.9 percent or 26,133, while the completion rate 
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for students admitted by exception was 31.6 percent (66 students).  This is slightly higher than last year’s 
completion rates which were 73.3 percent (24,155) and 31.4 percent (86), respectively. 
 
The percentage of all fall students who fulfilled the ELWR prior to enrolling varies by campus.  In 2014, this 
ranged from a high of 90.7 percent at Berkeley to 45.1 percent at Merced.  This pattern closely mirrors 
individual campus applicant pools and selectivity rates and is consistent across both years. 
 
Passing the AWPE is one method of satisfying the ELWR prior to enrollment, and it is the primary method 
used when satisfactory scores on other tests are not met. A student who has not satisfied the ELWR prior  
to enrollment must do so as early as possible during their first year of attendance by successfully  
completing a specific course leading to satisfaction of the requirement. The following tables display  
information regarding the fulfillment of the ELWR for new entering freshmen from California high schools  
for fall 2013 and fall 2014. 

Table 1 
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Table 2 
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