Date:  April 19, 2002

TO: Deborah Murphy, LAUC President

FROM:  Gary Peete, LAUC representative to Systemwide Library and Scholarly Information Advisory Committee 

RE:  Report to the LAUC Spring Assembly /Executive Board

The Systemwide Library and Scholarly Information Advisory Committee (SLASIAC) has met once since my last report issued in the fall of 2001.  The agenda for the February 2002 meeting along with supplemental materials are available at http://www.slp.ucop.edu/consultation/slasiac/agenda_020702.html

And the notes (minutes) from this meeting are online at http://www.slp.ucop.edu/consultation/slasiac/SLASIAC_notes_020702.html

These minutes provide a comprehensive overview of the group's activities; however, I would add some observations:

The Chair of SLASIAC, UCLA Executive Vice Chancellor Rory Hume, announced that he would be leaving the U.C. System this summer to become the Chancellor at the University of New South Wales.  Gloria Werner also announced her upcoming retirement from UCLA.  

The main group has become less active as evidenced by several factors.  First of all, the fall 2001 meeting was cancelled.  Also, the February meeting was sparsely attended with less than half of its members attending.  Thirdly, much of the development work has been turned over to subcommittees such as the Scholarly Information Program Task Force (SIP) and Standing Committee on Universitywide Library Collection Management Planning (CMP).  As a result, this last meeting was primarily informational, and the committee as a whole awaits reports upon which to take action. 

Please note a couple of points about SIP and CMP:  Neither one of them have “working level” librarians on them.  SIP has been slow in getting launched.  While the charge to committee (see http://www.slp.ucop.edu/consultation/Scholarly_Information_Program_Task_Force__Charge.doc) called for the committee to begin deliberations in the spring of 2001, its first meeting was not until August.  As reflected in the attached SIP meeting notes, this group has spent most of its first three meetings informing members of the history of various library developments and wrestling with structuring a work plan that addresses the areas outlined in the 1997 Library Planning and Action Initiative (LPAI).  At this point in time, SLASIAC is waiting for recommendations from these committees.  If you are interested in what SIP is doing, please take the time to look over its charge and meeting notes that are appended to this report.

With the arrival of the new CDL University Librarian and a new chairperson as well as receiving of reports from SIP and SIP and CMG, SLASIAC may become more active.  

In line with the LAUC Executive Board’s desire to recommend the creation of an information literacy standard, I spoke with Chairman Hume about SLASIAC’s interest in preparing such a proposal.  His initial reaction was to welcome the initiative and to recommend that LAUC work with the Academic Senate in developing the recommendation.

The next meeting is scheduled for May 23 as a joint meeting with the Standing Committee on Copyright (SCC).

