May 6, 2009
TO: Sam Dunlap, LAUC President
FROM: Marcus Banks, LAUC Representative to the Scholarly Communication Officers Group (SCOs)

RE: Spring Assembly 2009 Report on Activity of SCOs

Since the Fall 2008 LAUC Assembly the SCOs have focused on better coordination of scholarly communication activities across the UCs.  In previous years there was stronger central support from UCOP, but today’s UC budget realities require a more decentralized approach.
Specific issues addressed this year include:

· Publicity about the Springer Open Choice Agreement, which allows UC-affiliated authors to ensure open access to their Springer-published articles at no charge.  A copy of these articles is also deposited to the eScholarship Repository. See this page for more details: http://osc.universityofcalifornia.edu/alternatives/springer_faq.html 
· Recruitment of a coordinator for systemwide scholarly communication activities.  Janice Contini, former Special Projects Librarian at UCSF, has assumed this role through June 30, 2009.  Her primary responsibilities are to develop a specific plan for maintaining the Office of Scholarly Communication’s web site, as well as general recommendations for enabling better communication, education and advocacy about scholarly communication concerns across UC.
· Pruning of the UC Office of Scholarly Communication’s online “toolkits,” which have become dated.

· Ongoing discussion of how UC libraries should address fee-based open access options that several publishers now provide.  For a fee, an article can become immediately open access.  Is our role to discourage faculty from choosing this option, in light of the NIH Public Access Policy and the general fact that an article becomes open access after 6-12 months?  Or should we provide information to faculty in as neutral a manner as possible?
· Working with CDL to develop an FAQ list for eScholarship, which will undergo a major redesign this fall.  The CDL has hired an eScholarship marketing coordinator, who is in the process of visiting each campus.

· Establishing spaces on UCSF’s Confluence wiki server to facilitate communication.  There is now a wiki space for general SCO business, as well as a space that serves as a clearinghouse for educational materials about the NIH Public Access Policy.  The latter space is open to any librarian at UC with an interest in the issue; email Marcus Banks for information about how to access the page, which requires a password (marcus.banks@ucsf.edu).
