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The UC Library Technology Advisory Group (LTAG) has met once since my appointment in November 2003. The 12/16/2004 meeting is described below. Since that meeting, SOPAG has decided to test Microsoft's Web-based meeting and collaboration tool called SharePoint Teams that is running at UCLA.
A) Videoconferencing and Webconferencing:

Reviewed the November 2003 LTAG Review of Webconferencing Products.  At the request of SOPAG the UC Library Technology Advisory Group (LTAG) was asked to investigate the available web-based teleconferencing software and to recommend a product or products that could best serve the purposes of SOPAG, the All Campus Groups, Common Interest Groups and Task Forces in an effort to defray the costs associated with face to face meetings.  The report looked at two areas :

1) Videoconferencing capabilities at each UC campus.

The results of the survey indicated that access to videoconferencing facilities was campus based versus library based.  The recommendation to SOPAG was that if further testing of videoconferencing possibilities was desired that a videoconference should be held between the CDL (Northern California) and either UCR or UCI (Southern California).
2) Webconferencing products.

LTAG evaluated four webconferencing products, PlaceWare; SharePoint Team Services; Virtual Videoconference System (VRVS); WebEx Meeting Center. Due to issues surrounding costs, equipment, platform dependency and equipment LTAG recommended SharePoint Team services as the webconferencing software product that should be considered for further investigation.
SharePoint Team Services is a Microsoft product that offers a web solution geared toward team management of information and activities.  Each team site serves as a central repository of project documents, contacts, tasks, and discussions.  A separate server may be required depending on number of groups and users of the product.  It is recommended that each workstation have Microsoft IE and either the Microsoft Office suite, or Office 2000 for full functionality.  No additional hardware or network equipment is needed.  The UCLA library currently uses SharePoint for UCLA Library Teams (including teams with collaborators from other institutions). 
LTAG felt it would facilitate the testing process if they knew more about how SOPAG envisioned actually using webconferencing software.  As a result SOPAG will draft a report of their needs for webconferencing software.  On the basis of this needs statement, LTAG will be  asked to undertake a further exploration of technology to meet those needs, to monitor UCLA's testing of SharePont Team, and to investigate the possibility of UC system-wide licensing of products.  

B) Content Management Systems (CMS)
LTAG’s discussion of their October 2003 survey of the content management systems used by UC Libraries led to talk of the possibility of sharing open source software developed by the various UC Libraries.  As a result of this discussion LTAG is being asked to create a registry of UC Library developed software that is available for sharing among the UC Libraries.  Additionally, LTAG has been asked to survey what systems UC Libraries are currently using specifically to manage digital visual resources. 
