June 1, 2006
TO:

Jennifer Reiswig, LAUC President

FROM:
Lise Snyder, Chair, Committee on Research and Professional Development

RE:

Report of the Committee on Research and Professional Development

The Committee has worked on several charges this year: the regular research grant review process and the following Special Charges:

· The 2004/2005 Committee was charged to collect information from past grantees whose projects were listed as “in process.”  Working closely with the LAUC Webmaster, please ensure that the reports received are placed on the Web page listing for previous awardees.

· The 2004/2005 committee created a form for awardees to use in reporting on progress on their projects and for final reporting.  Please incorporate this form into the procedure documents for grant recipients and into the calendar for the R&PD activities so that both the committees and recipients know when to report and when to expect reminders to report. 

· Please discuss the feasibility of instituting a requirement that publications resulting from future LAUC statewide awards be made available in an open access format within a reasonable time period following publication.  This could include an open access journal, a pre- or post-print in an institutional or discipline-based repository, or other means of self-archiving.  Please deliver a recommendation concerning the desirability of such a requirement with a deadline of the August 2006 Executive Board transition meeting, such that if a requirement is to be instituted it could be accomplished for the 2006-2007 grant cycle. 
· Work on getting Research and Professional Development Committee appointments in synch with the LAUC Bylaws which state that “The Divisions shall be alphabetically divided into two groups, with Divisions in one of the two groups nominating new members each year (Article VIII. Committees, Section 1. Standing Committees, c.)
2006-07 Research Grants for Librarians Award Recipients

The group received five new proposals in this cycle. The Committee held one in-person meeting at UCLA on Feb. 24, 2006, followed by a conference call.  After careful deliberations, we recommended three of the proposals for funding.  The Committee felt that while the proposals not recommended identified potentially interesting and significant research projects, they needed significant revision to meet grant guidelines and requirements. In both cases the committee made concrete recommendations to the authors and encouraged them to submit revised proposals next year. 
The Office of the President concurred with LAUC’s recommendations.  Consequently, the following proposals have been funded:

Paul Atwood (Berkeley)

“Information Sources: San Francisco Water Supply”

Requested: $7,500.00   Approved: $7,500.00

Librarian and Archivist Atwood seeks to enhance the discovery and research of materials in all formats that “…define the historical and contemporary body of knowledge pertaining to the water supply of San Francisco.” He plans to identify, assess, and define/describe resources with the intention of providing enhanced intellectual access to materials that are often overlooked and difficult to locate. He plans to include resources from a wide spectrum of collections, many of which do not promote their materials and do not have a publicly accessible online catalog: the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC), the National Park Service, the California Department of Water Resources, the Sierra Club, various environmental agencies, local historical societies and public libraries in the Sierra, as well as the more widely known Water Resources Center Archives (UCB), the Bancroft Library (UCB), the San Francisco Room of the San Francisco Public Library, and the California Historical Society (San Francisco). The compiled data will be summarized, and an annotated guide to collections will be produced and made publicly available via the Web. A MARC record will be added to OCLC and MELVYL, and the end product will be promoted locally as well as in professional listservs and publications.  The Committee agrees with Mr. Atwood that the finished product of this project will foster discovery of materials informing both the research community and the persistent debate about San Francisco’s water supply and that the annotated guide will augment historical, contemporary, and socio-environmental research and potentially affect public policy and public opinion. 

William Benemann (Berkeley)
“The Freedom of the Frontier:  Documenting Male-Male Intimacy in the Rocky Mountain Fur Trade”

Requested: $2,640.00   Awarded:  $2,640.00   

Librarian and Archivist Benemann proposes to continue his research in the area of gay and lesbian American History.  He began his research with a 1999 LAUC grant for a project titled “The Dog That Did Not Bark: Using Traditional Archival Resources to Document Hidden Lives.”  This research ultimately enabled him to write a book titled Male-Male Intimacy in Early America: Beyond Romantic Friendships published by Haworth Press in January 2006. This book focuses on a time span from the colonial era to the beginning of the antebellum period in American history. His proposed research will continue the chronology of his investigations, this time focusing on the period of the 1830s and 1840s.  Specifically he will research the fur trade in the Rockies, the annual trapper rendezvous celebrations, and European travelers who ventured into this area and subsequently wrote about their experiences.  His research will entail visits to the two archives which are the primary holders of manuscript collections concerning the fur trade: the Missouri Historical Society and the Hudson’s Bay Company Archives. His goal is to complete a book manuscript by summer of 2008. The Committee found Mr. Benemann’s proposal to be very well-organized and persuasive and believes his ongoing exploration of gay history should be supported.

Marily Snow (Berkeley)
“One Hundred Years of Architectural History at UC Berkeley: A Comparative View”

Requested: $3,282.00   Awarded: $3,282.00
Librarian Snow’s proposal supports a long term goal of making digitized versions John Galen Howard and Spiro Kostof’s syllabi and lectures, along with their original illustrations, available for scholars of architectural history education. John Galen Howard’s required architectural history course, Architecture 5A-F (taught  from 1905-1928,) was the first architectural history course taught west of the Mississippi. Spiro Kostof developed a two-semester architectural history survey course which he taught from 1965 through 1991. The Committee agrees with Ms Snow that making lectures by both available via the internet has the potential to spur new scholarly research in the historiography of architecture and architectural history. Both professors were highly-regarded nationally, and taught the required architectural history survey course at UC Berkeley for many years. To this end, the Committee supports Ms Snow’s request for funding to travel to the Canadian Center for Architecture in Montreal  and spend five days researching in the Kostof Archives for the original text of his course lectures and photocopying them.  Ms Snow has already secured funding from the Bancroft Library and the Architecture Department to pay for both photocopying the Howard lectures (which the Bancroft holds), and converting them and the Kostof lectures to electronic format. As part of this project the reconstructed course syllabi and several corresponding Howard/Kostof lectures will be posted on the Web.
Other Committee Activity

I reviewed RPD Committee member appointments and worked with Committee members and their local LAUC organizations to insure that RPD Committee appointments will be in synch with the LAUC Bylaws as of Fall 2006. 
I revised all procedure and supporting documents related to the LAUC University-wide Funded Research Grant Program in September 2005. The newly-created form for awardees to use in reporting progress on their projects and/or for final reporting was incorporated in the grant guidelines document, including deadline information.  Specific reporting deadlines were not added to the 2005-2006 Research Call and Calendar but will be included in 2006-2007.  2005-2006 awardees were informed about new reporting requirements and deadlines in their award letters. 2004-2005 awardees will be reminded about submitting their reports in a timely manner.
Part of our charge was to discuss the feasibility of instituting a requirement that publications resulting from future LAUC statewide awards be made available in an open access format within a reasonable time period following publication and deliver a recommendation concerning the desirability of such a requirement by the August 2006 Executive Board transition meeting.  The Committee discussed this charge at its February 24 meeting. The following points surfaced during this discussion:
· An open access requirement is not necessarily feasible for all research grant products, especially books.

· Disagreement as to whether this should be required or recommended.

· Could this requirement limit an awardee’s choice of publisher?  Can we require an awardee to negotiate retention of copyright and a time frame for depositing their research product in an open access repository?

· Should we require that awardees use CDL’s eScholarship Repository?  It they choose to use another repository that charges fees, can these fees be included in their proposal?
The Committee will conduct additional discussion via email in order to make a recommendation to the LAUC Executive Board.

In the course of conducting this work, the Committee determined that the document/table titled "LAUC University-Wide Funded Research Grants” <http://www.ucop.edu/lauc/committees/rpd/research.html>
could be improved by making the following changes:
· Drop the links to acceptance letters which are of a personal nature not appropriate for public viewing.
· Make the Project Title section of the table the linking point for the following, as they are available:
      - the original funded proposal

             - linkable final projects (web sites, full text articles, catalog records for resulting books, database  

               urls, etc.)

             - End of Grant Report (required as of 2005/2006)
· Change the name of the link to this document to “List of LAUC University-Wide Funded Research Grants” to better convey the information in the document.
· In order to make it easier to contact the PI for additional information, make the campus abbreviation field a link to the campus Library’s “Contact Us” page where current email information should be available.

The Committee Chair will work with the LAUC Web Manager to implement these changes.
The Committee also identified several areas of the research grant program documentation that needs revision:
· The Criteria for Judging Proposals (Guidelines: University-wide Research Grants for Librarians) should be revised to better define research as it relates the field of Library and Information Studies.  
· Additional language should be added to the appropriate documents to clarify when IRB approval, or a determination of exemption, must be obtained. 
· The current requirement that “… two copies of any product (publication, videocassette, audio recording, website, etc.) resulting from a research project must be sent to the Chair of the University-wide LAUC Research and Professional Development Committee. The Chair will deposit one copy in the LAUC Archives and send one copy to the Office of the President,” should be reassessed to determine how to best provide the widest possible access to these materials.  
Respectfully Submitted,

Lise Snyder
Vice President/President Elect, LAUC

Chair, Committee on Research and Professional Development

