May 21, 2003

TO:
Esther Grassian


President, Librarians Association of the University of California (LAUC)

FROM: Linda Kennedy, 

Chair, LAUC Research & Professional Development Committee (R&PD)

RE:
Spring 2003 Report

The R&PD Committee has a four-part charge in the LAUC Bylaws:

a) Serve as the review body for research proposals submitted to the University-wide Research Grants for Librarians Program by LAUC members and recommend funding of proposals to the Office of the President. 

b) Develop, monitor, and revise, as needed, procedures for carrying out the review of research proposals. 

c) Develop guidelines for application to the University-wide Research Grants for Librarians Program and recommend revisions as needed. 

d) Advise the President and the Executive Board on issues related to research and professional development for librarians and address other subjects at the request of the President.

The Research and Professional Development Committee received the following additional charges based on the Final report of the R&PD Committee for 2001/2002.

a) investigate and document the amount of supplementary support provided by each of the UC campuses, and make this information widely available to the LAUC membership, in the interests of encouraging all UC campuses to provide or expand supplementary local funding for research.

b) investigate and document various alternative means of providing support for LAUC members who would like to conduct research. 

c) search broadly within and outside the UC system for ideas and examples of such support that do, and those that do not, require additional funding, and provide estimates of funding, training needs and any other necessary details in their report. 

The LAUC R&PD Committee met by telephone conference call once during the current term.

During the year, we updated the research proposal call and calendar and distributed the call for research grant proposals to the LAUC membership.  

We received three research grant proposals from LAUC members at a number of campuses, totaling $24,141.  

The grant proposals were received in both paper and electronic form.  Although we went ahead and distributed the paper copies as well as the electronic copies to the campuses for review, the committee in general felt that paper distribution was unnecessary, as long as the electronic copy was complete.

Each campus R&PD committee and then our statewide committee carefully reviewed each of the proposals.  Clarifying questions were sent to some of the applicants.  Recommendations for funding LAUC research proposals have been forwarded to the UC Office of the President, and we hope to be able to make announcements of the awards at the Spring Assembly.

The committee will make only a few changes to its web pages this year.  We are working to update the status of previous LAUC awards for which no completion information has been provided.

The committee has not yet addressed its additional charges. 

