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African American Feminism Web Site: A Bibliography of Multidisciplinary Writings

Part 3: Need for the Research Proposed

Scholars cite the early nineteenth century as the origins of an African American feminist tradition in the U.S.  Writings began to appear as early as the 1900s and have only grown richer and more forceful.  Since the 1970s and 1980s, in the aftermath of the civil and women’s rights movements, the volume of African American feminist thought has steadily increased.  Marginalized within these dominant movements and their broader culture, African American women began to articulate the complexity of their social economic and political position.  The African American Feminist Web site is an effort to serve the information and research needs of a steadily increasing and significant population of students, teachers, scholars, activists and lifelong learners seeking access to the literature.  The Web site will be a resource for researchers from across the disciplines.  While the bibliography does not purport to be a comprehensive listing of African American feminist thought, it does seek to be comprehensive in subject coverage, citing sources from numerous subject areas in the humanities, social sciences, and sciences.  Citations come from professional, scholarly, popular and alternative magazines, journals and newspapers.  No other African American feminist resource, print or electronic, is as broad in scope.  

Related print bibliographies that do exist are limited in scope and primarily focus on works in the fields of history and literature.  Also, most of the print resources are extremely out of date.  The editors of the premier black women’s studies text, All the Women Are White, All the Men Are Black, But Some of Us Are Brave: Black Women’s Studies (Feminist Press, 1982), dedicated an entire section to bibliographies and bibliographic essays on print and non-print materials by and about black women.  Of the six bibliographies in the section three are literary (poets, novels, playwrights), one is devoted to black women composers, one lists non-print materials on black women, and the most multidisciplinary is Jean Fagan Yellin’s “Afro-American Women 1800-1910: A Selected Bibliography.”   As the title suggests, this, as well as the others, are select bibliographies, not representing the true breadth of the literature.  

A more recent and extensive bibliography is Jean Fagan Yellin’s and Cynthia D. Bond’s The Pen is Ours: A Listing of Writings by and About African-American Women Before 1910 With Secondary Bibliography to the Present (Oxford University Press, 1993).  Yellin and Bond arrange the bibliography by author except for a supplementary section of works about but not by African American women, which is arranged by subject.  While all of the above mentioned bibliographies are valuable research tools for the study of African American women, their subject coverage is limited and, more importantly, they do not distinguish between African American women writers who are advocating an African American feminist polemic and those who aren’t.  


More bibliographies can be found as appendices to or chapters in larger works.  In addition to providing limited access for the uninitiated, they also can be limited in scope and aren’t intended to provide an African American feminist perspective.  For instance, the invaluable African American literary criticism produced during what is often referred to as the Black Women’s literary renaissance of the 1980s includes bibliographies by black women authors and general bibliographies in the field of literature.  In particular, Hazel Carby’s Reconstructing Womanhood: The Emergence of the Afro-American Woman Novelist (Oxford University Press, 1987) includes two lengthy, yet select bibliographies: “Bibliography of Texts by Black Women Authors” and “General Bibliography.”  Bibliographer Gale P. Jackson’s valuable bibliography, arranged by genre and entitled “Selected Bibliography of English Language Works by Black Women of the Americas, 1970-1988” can be found in JoAnne Braxton’s literary anthology, Wild Women in the Whirlwind: Afra-American Culture and the Contemporary Literary Renaissance (Rutgers University Press, 1990).
In the field of history Darlene Clark Hine’s contributions to African American women’s history and African American feminism are notorious.  Hine, like myself, has seen the need to attempt to distinguish between African American feminist writings and writings by African American women authors that don’t necessarily possess an African American feminist sensibility.  As the editor of the two-volume historical encyclopedia Black Women in America: An Historical Encyclopedia (Carlson Publishing, 1993), which documents black women’s contributions to American history and culture, Hine includes a wonderfully concise article written by Patricia Hill Collins entitled “Feminism in the Twentieth Century.”  Following the article Collins includes a bibliography, mostly literary, of distinctly African American feminist texts.  Other bibliographies which are generally African American feminist in content can be found in Beverly Guy-Sheftall’s impressive Words of Fire: An Anthology of African-American Feminist Thought (New Press, 1995) and the 1990 Verso edition of Michele Wallace’s classic African American feminist text Black Macho and the Myth of the Superwoman.  Wallace’s “Selected Bibliography” is arranged by subject, in eight sections, one of which is “Afro-American Feminist Studies.”  The above mentioned bibliographies are limited in scope, citing a limited number of sources from few disciplines.

African American feminist Internet resources are even less adequate, when it comes to providing access to sources that present an African American feminist analysis of issues from a range of subject areas; none come close.  Of the Web sites and pages on African American feminism that I evaluated for a forthcoming Feminist Collections article, none are nearly as extensive as the Web site that I propose to develop.  Furthermore, like the print sources, Web sites either focus on a single subject or discipline (http://www.personal.psu.edu/users/j/l/jlp345/index.htm / (http://www.cddc.vt.edu/feminism/AfAm.html), or are not current (http://research.umbc.edu/~korenman/wmst/womanistbib.html).

In addition to being the first resource of it’s kind and a resource that will serve an underserved population of researchers, the African American Feminist Web Site: A Bibliography of Multidisciplinary Writings will also combat the erasure of African American feminist subjectivity and thought through the promotion and use of the literature online.  The women’s and civil rights movements are widely discussed in mainstream and academic circles.  Yet, African American feminism (the theory and term), under its own auspices, has yet to make significant inroads in curricula, mass media and around the kitchen table, even in the superficial manner feminism and race are handled.  African American women and their contributions to history and culture are often discussed in a cursory manner within select women’s studies and black studies courses and occasionally in the grade school classroom,  but African American feminism and its critical perspective is rarely the primary focus of inquiry.  African American feminist cultural critic Michele Wallace points out that that although African American feminists’ race, class and gender analysis of issues serves to uplift and empower the Black community, the media chooses to subjugate such knowledge.  According to Wallace, “These folks [black feminist writers] are virtually underground about their feminism, not because they necessarily choose to be, but because this is where the mainstream media (from Vanity Fair to Nightline) leaves them to languish when they’re picking people to comment on Clarence Thomas, Anita Hill, O.J. Simpson, or the Oklahoma bombing” (Wallace 1995, 24).

In the tradition of African American feminist scholarship, the bibliography/Web site documents and validates an intellectual tradition that is continuously ghettoized within Black studies, women’s studies and popular culture.  Moreover, the bibliography/Web site serves to ensure a place for African American feminist thought in the social change discourse.  In an essay by University of California, Los Angeles graduate students, entitled “Breaking Boundaries: A Collaborative Essay on the State of Graduate Affairs in African American literature,” Richard Yarborough is said to have made the following comments on the importance and status of bibliographic work related to African American literature:

We are falling way behind in African-American literary study in terms of the production of bibliographies, annotated materials, and authoritative editions of important texts.  There’s a certain kind of scholarship that is simply not valued at a number of levels as it could be; and I think that broadly stated it is archival work—work that often requires you to do dirty library labor, that produces different kinds of products, different kinds of dissertations, different kinds of books (Crawford 1996, 16).


I contend that African American feminist writers have suffered from the same benign neglect.  As an African American feminist librarian, continuing work on this extensive bibliography of African American feminist writings and making it available online to a wide audience is an opportunity for me to combine my professional commitment to providing access to information with my personal commitment to fighting racism and sexism across difference.  On multiple occasions I have photocopied sections of the bibliography for students, faculty and associates who are researching African American feminism from within their disciplines.  The repeated interests and enthusiasm has motivated me to make the bibliography available to a wider audience.


More importantly, African American feminist theorizing is a way of viewing the world which has been generally dismissed, ignored or misunderstood.  Recent advances in the academy and the publication and circulation of African American feminist texts, hopefully, will foster greater advances into the mainstream that will have positive long range cultural and political implications in regard to how people will relate to one another across their many differences and identities.  The bibliography unveils and demonstrates the influence and diversity of critical African American feminist voices in the continuously evolving and tumultuous social construct of the U.S.  These voices contribute to an intellectual tradition ranging far beyond the usually cited literary and socio-historical writings. African American feminist theorizing has influenced not only movements world wide but has made significant contributions to discourses and practices in areas such as education, psychoanalysis, art, and the health sciences, to name a few.  In addition to challenging traditional bodies of knowledge, which tend to perceive black women superficially and in a limited manner, contemporary African American feminism’s transformational and oppositional politics encourages and equips black women to identify and analyze systems of domination and subordination and to define and assert their own voices, for the sake and survival of their communities, and in the tradition of generations of African American women who forged a legacy of resistance and struggle through social awareness and protest.

Part 4: Design and Methodology

Design: Much of the work of identifying sources for the Web site/bibliography has already been accomplished.  I plan to use the grant to hire a Web designer to develop the Web site.  I’m willing to pay for the continued maintenance of the Web site, following its initial construction.  I have done some research online and spoken with local technology personnel to discuss the criteria and skills that I should look for in a Web designer. 

 I’ve been working on the bibliography since 1993 when I was a graduate student at the CUNY Graduate School and University Center.  The bibliography began as an M.A. thesis, which I developed under the supervision of African American Feminist cultural critic Michele Wallace.  Since then I have continued to collect and add materials to the bibliography, as I will continue to do.   At last count, the double-spaced, 160 page, 37,533 word bibliography contained approximately 1700 citations and a 12 page introductory essay.  The bibliography is arranged primarily by subject under six broad section headings: The Arts and Humanities; The Social Sciences; Education; Health, Medicine and Science; and (Auto)biography, Interdisciplinary Anthologies, and Speeches for easy access to these formats.  Under each section heading citations are arranged under narrower sub-headings (see attached table of contents).  The citations come from professional, scholarly, popular, and alternative magazines, journals, newspapers, and books.  The majority of the references are by self-defined African American feminists and about the African American female experience.  The central themes of African American feminism
 were the overriding principles taken into consideration when reviewing and selecting materials for the bibliography.  However, the bibliography is not limited to such materials.  In addition, included are works by African American feminists on subjects other than African American women.  The one theme that runs through all the works is the desire for social change.


The emphasis is on the African American feminist tradition and perspective in the U.S.  The increasing volume of literature on African feminism, feminist movement in the Caribbean, and Black feminism in Britain is excluded; primarily to keep the bibliography within a manageable scope.  Furthermore, black women in other parts of the world, under different social, economic and political systems, bring their own histories, issues, cultures and experiences to feminist movement and subjectivity
.  While some commonalties exist, many do not.  Nonetheless, some Black feminists in the U.S. have focused on the common concerns of women of African decent throughout the Diaspora.  They’ve looked to the Diaspora as a source of empowerment and to interpret the black female experience in the United States.  Rosalyn Terborg-Penn’s, Andre Benton Rushing’s and Sharon Harley’s Women in Africa and the African Diaspora (Howard University Press, 1996), and Black Women Cross-Culturally (Schenkman 1981), edited by Filomina Chioma Steady, features the afrocentric feminist ideology of this school of African American feminist thought, which has come to be known as African Diaspora women’s studies.  

Methodology: In compiling the bibliography many sources were consulted.  My main methodology has been to search periodical databases, print indexes, books, bibliographies, and runs of feminist and black periodicals rarely well covered in mainstream print and electronic indexes.  I continue to have relevant periodicals routed to me to follow the literature and identify new sources for the bibliography.   Feminist Periodicals, a quarterly listing of the table of contents of feminist periodicals is an invaluable sources.  Certain aspects of the original version of the bibliography will be revised for the Web version.  For instance, I plan to reconsider the subject headings that I’ve been using and I plan to include links to external Web sites.  New sources will be added and some old ones will be reconsidered, to ensure that the writings meet the parameters mentioned above.

Most of the content and preliminary ideas regarding the arrangement of the Web site will be complete by the time the project is funded.  If funded, I’ll proceed with hiring a Web designer to make the bibliography available on the Internet.  I’ve already spoken with several perspective Web designers and, if funded, will be employing the services of UCSB’s Computer Services Department.  The completed Web site will be mounted on the library server with the other subject based research guides and listed along with the women’s studies research guides that I maintain myself.  Announcements will be sent out to UCSB faculty email lists, to the UC Wide Bibliographers Groups/Collection Specialist Consortias, to the Association of College and Research Libraries Women’s Studies Section, to the journal Feminist Collections: A Quarterly of Women’s Studies Resources, and other relevant print and online publications so that they may announce, review and link to the Web site.  

Part 5: Budget

UCSB Computer Services Department hourly rate for Web Design http://www.id.ucsb.edu/IR/rates/cs.html  (rates)




45.00

UCSB Computer Services Department estimate for project



     10 hours











        $450.00

Part 6: Personnel

The bibliographer, myself, is formally trained and credentialed in the field of women’s studies, and information studies.  In my current position I’m responsible for collection development, reference, and instruction, including Web searching and evaluation, for women’s studies, U.S. history and writing/composition studies.  As my vita (http://www.library.ucsb.edu/people/barnes/)

Illustrates, I possess a B.A. in women’s studies, an M.A. in Liberal Studies (American studies concentration), and a M.L.I.S.  I possess some HTML skills, but recognize that my skills are insufficient to handle the development of a Web site of this magnitude, thus, funding is being sought to hire a trained Web designer to make the intellectual content available on the Internet.  While others in the library may have the necessary skills, they are already over extended in their assigned responsibilities, especially given the libraries recent migration to a new Web-based Integrated library system.  Furthermore, despite our repeated requests, there are no skilled professionals in the library whose duties include developing Web pages for the librarians or assisting librarians in developing Web pages.

Timetable for Completion

August 1, 2002
Preliminary draft

September 1, 2002
Revisions (Several may be necessary.  I’m estimating a maximum 1 week turnaround time for each, allowing for three possible revisions)
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� Contemporary African American feminists have identified the central themes in black feminism, as evidenced in over a century of struggle in the U.S.  They include: 1) the presentation of an alternative social construct for now and the future based on African American women’s lived experiences� 2) a commitment to fighting against race and gender inequality across differences of class, age, sexual orientation, and ethnicity 3) recognition of black women’s legacy of struggle 4) the promotion of black female empowerment through voice, visibility and self definition, and 5) a belief in the interdependence of thought and action. See Patricia Hill Collins.  Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of Empowerment (New York: Routledge, 1990), 418; and Beverly Guy-Sheftall, Words of Fire: An Anthology of African American Feminist Thought (New York: The New Press), 2.





� The dynamics of black feminism in Britain are outlined in Gemma Tang Nain, “Black Women, Sexism, and Racism: Black or Antiracist Feminism?,” Feminist Review no. 37 (Spring 1991), 3-22.  Current discourse on Caribbean feminism can be found in a special issue of Feminist Review, entitled Rethinking Feminist Difference, no. 59 (Summer 1998); also see CAFRA News: Magazine of the Caribbean Association For Feminist Research and Action.  A source for an introduction to the politics of African Feminism from an anthropological perspective is African Feminism: The Politics of Survival in Sub-Saharan Africa, ed. Gwendolyn Mikell, (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania, 1997); See also Sisterhood, Feminisms and Power: From Africa to the Diaspora, ed. Obioma Nnaemeka, (Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press, 1998).
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