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The profession of librarianship is facing a future of change due to developments in information technology, especially the internet, that infringes on or displaces the traditional role of the library.  With an abundance of information freely available what need is there for libraries that have been the traditional keepers of information?  To address this question, the LAUC Committee on Professional Governance will be hosting a three hour discussion on the topic at this year’s assembly on December 3 at the University of California Berkeley.  Participants will engage the issues by way of eight breakout sessions on designated subtopics.  These include: reference, relationships to information providers, technology, collections, library buildings, campus roles, and library networks.  
Each topic will be presented with subissues and questions by the committee, with time for participants to discuss one or two of the topics.  There will be an opportunity for those who wish to discuss topics not listed above to do so.  After a breakout session of a little over an hour, the various groups will be invited to reconvene and report on the results of their discussion through a spokesperson.  The proceedings will be recorded through live-blogging.  The final section of the event will be devoted to designing a system for continuing the discussion remotely.  At that time, the committee will present possible technologies and procedures for consideration.
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