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Introduction

The University of California Policy on Accessibility in the Electronic Environment recognizes the importance of enabling equal access to information using electronic technologies.  Using appropriate technologies and Web-based design standards helps the University to

•
Sustain and improve access and services to students, staff members, faculty members, and visitors with disabilities.

•
Make all University of California Web pages, information, and services accessible to the widest possible audience – including users of old, adaptive, alternate, or emerging technologies – regardless of disability. 

UCOP and campus implementation of the Policy on Accessibility will help ensure that all individuals have access to information associated with official University of California administrative functions and services, courses of instruction, departmental programs, and University-sponsored activities.

University implementation of accessibility standards for the electronic environment will initially focus on Web design and development, since Web-based information reaches a broad audience of students, staff members, faculty members, and visitors. Implementation of the guidelines should occur [time tbd] after the policy is adopted. Future phases of implementation for the Policy on Accessibility will cover, in no order of priority, software and systems procurement, telecommunications products, video and multimedia products, self-contained/closed products, and desktop and portable computers, as defined in Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
Web Accessibility Guidelines
Web Accessibility Guidelines are established to assist University of California Web designers and developers create and maintain official University Web pages in compliance with the Policy on Accessibility. These Guidelines recognize rapidly changing technologies and enhance the effectiveness and usability of Web-based communications.
Standards

Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, specifically Subpart B, identify the technical standards to achieve compliance with federal accessibility requirements for electronic and information technology.   Initially, University Guidelines address Web design and developments standards (see §1194.22 Web-based Intranet and Internet information and application standards at http://www.section508.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=Content&ID=12.) Section 508 establishes only a minimum standard for accessibility and Web pages; developers are encouraged to go beyond the minimum whenever possible.
A University of California Web page has been established by the office of the Associate Vice President – Information Resources and Communications that offers information and links to resources to assist Web designers and developers in implementing the Web Accessibility Guidelines. [Supply url when available.]
Prioritization

While the ultimate goal of the Policy on Accessibility is to ensure a fully accessible online infrastructure, practical considerations determine that priority be given to
· campuswide Web resources,

· departmental Web sites intended to provide information on department mission, programs and activities,

· most frequently used course-related Web sites, and 
· with certain exceptions
, all online resources, including Web pages, that are newly procured or created, or that are undergoing a major overhaul.
Ensuring that accessibility is built into these resources not only is a major step towards satisfying the University’s obligations under federal and state law, but also helps avoid tedious and costly “fixes” when the institution faces legitimate requests for access to online content.
Schedule for Implementation

[phases to be determined by policy committee]
�What would the exceptions be?
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