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eDiscovery - Federal Rules of Civil Procedures

Effective Dec 1, 2006 - Federal Rules of Civil Procedures established new requirements to identify, secure, and preserve electronically stored information (ESI).
Primary issues:

· In event of litigation, legal counsel may issue an  “order to preserve”

· Although the new rules do not change existing backup and retention policies and practices, those procedures may be impacted by an  “order to preserve”

· Very important that legal counsel and IT engage in dialogue to understand what actions they should take
· Need to identify persons with relevant documents when disputes arise

· Need to identify sources of ESI

· Need to secure and preserve that information on an ongoing basis
· Campuses should identify teams to respond to litigation orders to preserve including an IT contact who can direct attorneys to IT person with jurisdiction over ESI.

· Campuses could be asked to identify how to ensure securing and preserving documents.
Cynthia Vroom, OGC, is creating a task force to develop guidelines and protocols.  Membership will be drawn from Human Resources, Risk Management, and IT.
