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2017 Graduate Cost of Attendance 
Survey 
 

Consent Page 
Carry Forward Selected Choices from "If you agree to take the survey, please select agree" [ Q36 ] 

 
 

Q35 University of California Office of the President is conducting a cost of attendance survey for 

graduate students at every UC campus. The purpose of the study is to collect data to help 

University administrators better understand the actual cost of attending the University. In 

addition, the results will inform current and prospective graduate students about the cost of 

attending UC.  Thank you for your time and your participation in this study.  Your answers will 

be treated with the strictest privacy and confidentiality. Information gathered in this survey will 

be reported in the aggregate only, and you will never be identified individually in any results - 

ever. If you have questions about the survey at any time, please contact Jessika Jones at (510) 

987-9536.The survey should take about 15 minutes to complete.  If you are interrupted while 

taking the survey, you may return and finish it any time by clicking the link sent to you in your 

email. Please note that you are not able to go backward and change answers once you click to 

the next page. If you have any technical issues, please contact GCOA2017@ucop.edu.  

o Agree (1)  

o Disagree (2)  
 

 

 

Q37 If you agree to take the survey, please select agree and click on the next button to 

continue. 

o Agree (1)  

o Disagree (2)  
 

 

 

Q38 * To enter the drawing without completing the survey, you must send a self-addressed, 

stamped letter containing your name and Email address to:  Attn: Student Financial Support (J. 

Jones), University of California, Office of the President, 1111 Franklin Street, Oakland, CA 

94607.This letter must be received by June 23, 2017 to be entered in the final drawing. If you 
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would like to be entered in the interim prize drawings, your eligibility starts one day after our 

receipt of the letter. 

 

End of Block 

Default Question Block 
 

Q1 Where do you live   during the current academic year? 

o University-owned housing (1)  

o Renting a house, condominium or apartment (not UC owned) (2)  

o Cooperative housing (3)  

o Fraternity or sorority (4)  

o Property (e.g., house, condominium, etc.) you own or are buying (5)  

o Parent, spouse/partner or relative's home where you do not share in ownership/rental 
costs (6)  

o Other (specify) (7) ________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Q4 Please identify which of the following best describes your living situation 

o Live with roommate(s) (6)  

o Live with spouse/partner (7)  

o Live with parents/other family (8)  

o Live with roommate(s) and spouse/partner or family member (9)  

o Live alone (may include living with dependent children) (10)  
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Display This Question: 

If Please identify which of the following best describes your living situation Live with roommate(s) Is 
Selected 

 

Q2 How many roommates   or housemates do you live with this semester? 

o 1 (2)  

o 2 (3)  

o 3 (4)  

o 4 (5)  

o 5 or more (6)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If Please identify which of the following best describes your living situation Live with roommate(s) Is 
Selected 

 

Q3 Do you share a bedroom w/roommate to help share cost? 

o Yes (1)  

o No (2)  
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Q23 How many   children who are your dependents do you live with? 

o 0 (1)  

o 1 (2)  

o 2 (3)  

o 3 (4)  

o 4 (5)  

o 5 or more (6)  
 

Skip To: Q6 If Q23 = 0 (1) 

 

 
 

Q25 Age of eldest child (whole number, no decimal places) 

 
 

 

 
 

Q26 Age of youngest child (whole number, no decimal places) 
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Q6 Monthly housing/rental cost 

Please select (1)  

o None 

o $1 to 199 

o $200-249 

o $250-299 

o $300-349 

o $350-399 

o $400-449 

o $450-499 

o $500-549 

o $550-599 

o $600-649 

o $650-699 

o $700-749 

o $750-799 

o $800-849 

o $850-899 

o $900-949 

o $950-999 

o $1000-1099 

o $1100-1199 
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o $1200-1299 

o $1300-1399 

o $1400-1499 

o $1500-1599 

o $1600-1699 

o $1700-1799 

o $1800-1899 

o $1900-1999 

o $2000-2099 

o $2100-2199 

o $2200-2299 

o $2300 or more 
 

 

 

Q8 Does monthly rent/mortgage include utilities? 

o Yes (1)  

o No (2)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If Does monthly   rent/mortgage include utilities? No Is Selected 
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Q9 Average monthly utility costs (for you and your dependents)    

Please select (1)  

o None/Included 

o Under $25 

o $25 to 49 

o $50 to 74 

o $75 to 99 

o $100 to 124 

o $125 to 149 

o $150 to 174 

o $175 to 199 

o $200 to 249 

o $250 to 274 

o $275 to 299 

o $300 to 349 

o $350 to 399 

o $400 to 499 

o $500 to 599 

o $600 to 749 

o $750 to 999 

o $1000 or More 
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Q10 Average monthly cell phone/internet costs (for you and your dependents) 

Please select (1)  

o None 

o Under $25 

o $25 to 49 

o $50 to 74 

o $75 to 99 

o $100 to 124 

o $125 to 149 

o $150 to 174 

o $175 to 199 

o $200 to 249 

o $250 to 274 

o $275 to 299 

o $300 to 349 

o $350 to 399 

o $400 to 499 

o $500 or more 
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Q11 Average weekly expenses for groceries/household supplies  (for you and your dependents) 

Please select (1)  

o None 

o Under $10 

o $10 to 19 

o $20 to 29 

o $30 to 39 

o $40 to 49 

o $50 to 59 

o $60 to 69 

o $70 to 79 

o $80 to 89 

o $90 to 99 

o $100 to 124 

o $125 to 149 

o $150 to 174 

o $175 to 199 

o $200 to 249 

o $250 to 299 

o $300 to 349 

o $350 or more 
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Q12 Average weekly expenses for snacks/meals (for you and your dependents) 

Please select (1)  

o None 

o Under $10 

o $10 to 19 

o $20 to 29 

o $30 to 39 

o $40 to 49 

o $50 to 59 

o $60 to 69 

o $70 to 79 

o $80 to 89 

o $90 to 99 

o $100 to 124 

o $125 to 149 

o $150 to 174 

o $175 to 199 

o $200 to 249 

o $250 to 299 

o $300 to 349 

o $350 or more 
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Q13 Average monthly expenses for personal/miscellaneous items (for you and dependents) 

Please select (1)  

o None 

o Under $10 

o $10 to 19 

o $20 to 29 

o $30 to 39 

o $40 to 49 

o $50 to 59 

o $60 to 69 

o $70 to 79 

o $80 to 89 

o $90 to 99 

o $100 to 124 

o $125 to 149 

o $150 to 174 

o $175 to 199 

o $200 to 249 

o $250 to 299 

o $300 to 349 

o $350 or more 
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Q14 Average monthly expenses for recreation (for you and dependents) 

Please select (1)  

o None 

o Under $10 

o $10 to 19 

o $20 to 29 

o $30 to 39 

o $40 to 49 

o $50 to 59 

o $60 to 69 

o $70 to 79 

o $80 to 89 

o $90 to 99 

o $100 to 124 

o $125 to 149 

o $150 to 174 

o $175 to 199 

o $200 to 249 

o $250 to 299 

o $300 to 349 

o $350 or more 
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Q33 How do you commute between your residence and campus? 

o Walk (1)  

o Use public transit (2)  

o Use motor vehicle (car, motorycle, moped) (3)  

o bicycle (4)  
 

Skip To: Q15 If Q33 = Use motor vehicle (car, motorycle, moped) (3) 

Skip To: Q16 If Q33 = Walk (1) 

Skip To: Q16 If Q33 = Use public transit (2) 

Skip To: Q16 If Q33 = bicycle (4) 

 

 

Q15 Currently own or lease a motor vehicle (e.g. car, motorcycle, moped) 

o Yes (1)  

o No (2)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If How do you commute between your residence and campus? Use motor vehicle (car, motorycle, 
moped) Is Selected 
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Q19 Total annual cost for insurance and registration for a motor vehicle 

Please select (1)  

o Nothing 

o Under $500 

o $500 to 749 

o $750 to 999 

o $1,000 to 1,249 

o $1,250 to 1,449 

o $1,500 to 1,749 

o $1,750 to 1,999 

o $2,000 to 2,249 

o $2,250 to 2,499 

o $2,500 or more 
 

 

Display This Question: 

If How do you commute between your residence and campus? Use motor vehicle (car, motorycle, 
moped) Is Selected 
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Q20 Average monthly   motor vehicle-related expenses (e.g. maintenance, gas, parking, tolls 

etc.) 

Please select (1)  

o None 

o Under $10 

o $10 to 19 

o $20 to 29 

o $30 to 39 

o $40 to 49 

o $50 to 59 

o $60 to 69 

o $70 to 79 

o $80 to 89 

o $90 to 99 

o $100 to 124 

o $125 to 149 

o $150 to 174 

o $175 to 199 

o $200 to 249 

o $250 to 299 

o $300 to 349 

o $350 or more 
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Q16 How far is your commute to school? 

In miles (1)  

o None 

o None ~ Less than 5 minutes 

o Less than 1 mile 

o Less than 1 mile ~ 5-15 minutes 

o Between 1 to 5 miles 

o Between 1 to 5 miles ~ 15-30 minutes 

o Between 5 to 10 miles 

o Between 5 to 10 miles ~ 30-45 minutes 

o Between 10 to 15 miles 

o Between 10 to 15 miles ~ 45-60 minutes 

o Between 15 to 20 miles 

o Between 15 to 20 miles ~ over 60 minutes 

o Between 20 to 25 miles 

o Between 20 to 25 miles ~ 

o Between 25 to 30 miles 

o Between 25 to 30 miles ~ 

o Greater than 30 miles 

o Greater than 30 miles ~ 
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Q32 How long is your  commute to school? 

In minutes (1)  

o Less than 5 minutes 

o 5-15 minutes 

o 15-30 minutes 

o 30-45 minutes 

o 45-60 minutes 

o over 60 minutes 
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Q17 Average monthly public transit expenses 

Please select (1)  

o None 

o Under $10 

o $10 to 19 

o $20 to 29 

o $30 to 39 

o $40 to 49 

o $50 to 59 

o $60 to 69 

o $70 to 79 

o $80 to 89 

o $90 to 99 

o $100 to 109 

o $110 to 119 

o $120 to 129 

o $130 to 139 

o $140 to 149 

o $150 to 174 

o $175 to 199 

o $200 to 249 

o $250 to 299 
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o $300 or more 
 

 

 

Q22 Average monthly expenses for health care costs beyond insurance 

Please select (1)  

o None 

o Under $25 

o $25 to 49 

o $50 to 74 

o $75 to 99 

o $100 to 124 

o $125 to 149 

o $150 to 174 

o $175 to 199 

o $200 to 249 

o $250 to 274 

o $275 to 299 

o $300 to 349 

o $350 to 399 

o $400 to 499 

o $500 or more 
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Q27 Total monthly expenses for childcare 

Please select (1)  

o None 

o Under $100 

o $100 to 199 

o $200 to 299 

o $300 to 399 

o $400 to 499 

o $500 to 599 

o $600 to 699 

o $700 to 799 

o $800 to 899 

o $900 to 999 

o $1,000 to 1,199 

o $1,200 to 1,399 

o $1,400 to 1,599 

o $1,600 to 1,799 

o $1,800 to 1,999 

o $2,000 or more 
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Q28 Total expenses for books per year 

Please select (1)  

o None 

o Under $50 

o $50 to 99 

o $100 to 149 

o $150 to 199 

o $200 to 249 

o $250 to 299 

o $300 to 349 

o $350 to 399 

o $400 to 449 

o $450 to 499 

o $500 to 549 

o $550 to 599 

o $600 to 649 

o $650 to 699 

o $700 to 749 

o $750 to 799 

o $800 to 899 

o $900 to 999 

o $1000 or more 
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Q29 Total expenses for necessary educational supplies per year 

Please select (1)  

o None 

o Under $20 

o $20 to 39 

o $40 to 59 

o $60 to 79 

o $80 to 99 

o $100 to 119 

o $120 to 139 

o $140 to 159 

o $160 to 179 

o $180 to 199 

o $200 to 219 

o $220 to 239 

o $240 to 259 

o $260 to 279 

o $280 to 299 

o $300 to 349 

o $350 to 399 

o $400 to 449 

o $450 to 499 
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o $500 or more 
 

 

 

Q30 Total expenses for course material fees per year 

Please select (1)  

o None 

o Under $30 

o $30 to 39 

o $40 to 49 

o $50 to 59 

o $60 to 69 

o $70 to 79 

o $80 to 89 

o $90 to 99 

o $100 to 199 

o $200 to 299 

o $300 to 399 

o $400 or more 
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Q31 Total expenses for traveling to conferences in the past year 

Please select (1)  

o Nothing 

o Less than $135 

o $135 to 269 

o $270 to 404 

o $405 to 539 

o $540 to 674 

o $675 to 809 

o $810 to 944 

o $945 to 1,079 

o $1,080 or more 
 

 

 

Q34 Do you support  family living outside of your household? (e.g. siblings or parents you send  

money to)  

o Yes (1)  

o No (2)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If Do you support  family living outside of your household? (e.g. siblings or parents you send  money 
to)&nbsp; Yes Is Selected 

 



 

 26 

Q5 If you support family who don't live with you, how much money do you send them per 

month? 

o $1 to 249 (1)  

o $250-499 (2)  

o $500-749 (3)  

o $750-999 (4)  

o $1,000 or more (5)  
 

 

 

Q86 Are there any other costs that we didn’t ask you about that you would like to report? 

 
 

End of Block 

Transition to food insecurity questions 
 

Q40 Thank you for completing the cost of attendance questions. The next section will ask you 

several questions about your basic needs. 

 

End of Block 

Basic needs module 1 
Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  1 
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Q42 For the following statements, please say whether the statement was often true, sometimes 

true, or never true for you in the past 12 months. 

 Often True (3) Sometimes True (2) Never True (1) 

I was worried whether 
my food would run 

out before I got 
money to buy more. 

(1)  

o  o  o  

The food that I bought 
just didn’t last, and I 
didn’t have money to 

get more. (2)  
o  o  o  

 

 

End of Block 

Basic needs module 2 
Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  2 

 
 

Q91 “The food that I bought just didn’t last, and I didn’t have money to get more.” Was that 

often, sometimes, or never true for you in the last 12 months?  

o Often true (3)  

o Sometimes true (2)  

o Never true (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  2 
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Q45 "I couldn’t afford to eat balanced meals."    Was that often, sometimes, or never true for 

you in the last 12 months?  

o Often true (3)  

o Sometimes true (2)  

o Never true (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  2 

 

Q46 In the last 12 months, since last ${e://Field/month}, did you ever cut the size of your meals 

or skip meals because there wasn't enough money for food? 

o Yes (1)  

o No (2)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If In the last 12 months, since last ${e://Field/month},&nbsp;did&nbsp;you ever cut the size of your 
meals or skip meals because there wasn't enough money for food? Yes Is Selected 

And If 

If  module Is Equal to  2 

 
 

Q47 How often did this happen—almost every month, some months but not every month, or in 

only 1 or 2 months?  

o Almost every month (3)  

o Some months but not every month (2)  

o Only 1 or 2 months (1)  
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Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  2 

 
 

Q48 In the last 12 months, did you ever eat less than you felt you should because there wasn't 

enough money for food?  

o Yes (2)  

o No (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  2 

 
 

Q49 In the last 12 months, were you every hungry but didn't eat because there wasn't enough 

money for food? 

o Yes (2)  

o No (1)  
 

End of Block 

Basic needs module 3 
Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  3 

 
 

Q51 "I worried whether my food would run out before I got money to buy more."   Was that 

often, sometimes, or never true for you in the last 12 months? 

o Often true (3)  

o Sometimes true (2)  

o Never true (1)  
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Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  3 

 
 

Q52 "The food that I bought just didn't last and I didn't have money to get more." Was that often, 

sometimes, or never true for you in the last 12 months? 

o Often true (3)  

o Sometimes true (2)  

o Never true (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  3 

 
 

Q53 "I couldn't afford to eat balanced meals." Was that often, sometimes, or never true for you 

in the last 12 months? 

o Often true (3)  

o Sometimes true (2)  

o Never true (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  3 

 
 

Q54 In the last 12 months, did you ever cut the size of your meals or skip meals because there 

wasn't enough money for food? 

o Yes (2)  

o No (1)  
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Display This Question: 

If In the last 12 months, did you ever cut the size of your meals or skip meals because there wasn't 
enough money for food? Yes Is Selected 

And  module Is Equal to  3 

 
 

Q55 How often did this happen—almost every month, some months but not every month, or in 

only 1 or 2 months? 

o Almost every month (3)  

o Some months but not every month (2)  

o In only 1 or 2 months (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  3 

 
 

Q56 In the last 12 months, did you ever eat less than you felt you should because there wasn't 

enough money for food? 

o Yes (2)  

o No (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  3 

 
 

Q57 In the last 12 months, were you ever hungry, but didn't eat, because there wasn't enough 

money for food? 

o Yes (2)  

o No (1)  
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Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  3 

 
 

Q58 In the last 12 months, did you lose weight because there wasn't enough money for food? 

o Yes (2)  

o No (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  3 

 
 

Q59 In the last 12 months did you ever not eat for a whole day because there wasn't enough 

money for food? 

o Yes (2)  

o No (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If In the last 12 months did you ever not eat for a whole day because there wasn't enough money for 
food? Yes Is Selected 

And  module Is Equal to  3 

 
 

Q60 How often did this happen—almost every month, some months but not every month, or in 

only 1 or 2 months? 

o Almost every month (3)  

o Some months but not every month (2)  

o Only 1 or 2 months (1)  
 

End of Block 
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Basic needs module 4 
Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  4 

 
 

Q63 For the following statements, please say whether the statement was often true, sometimes 

true, or never true for you in the past 30 days. 

 Often True (3) Sometimes True (2) Never True (1) 

I was worried whether 
my food would run 

out before I got 
money to buy more. 

(1)  

o  o  o  

The food that I bought 
just didn’t last, and I 
didn’t have money to 

get more. (2)  
o  o  o  

 

 

End of Block 

Basic needs module 5 
Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  5 

 
 

Q65 "The food that I bought just didn’t last, and I didn’t have money to get more."   Was that 

often, sometimes, or never true for you in the last 30 days?      

o Often true (3)  

o Sometimes true (2)  

o Never true (1)  
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Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  5 

 
 

Q66 "I couldn’t afford to eat balanced meals."    Was that often, sometimes, or never true for 

you in the last 30 days?  

o Often true (3)  

o Sometimes true (2)  

o Never true (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  5 

 
 

Q67 In the last 30 days did you ever cut the size of your meals or skip meals because there 

wasn't enough money for food? 

o Yes (2)  

o No (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If In the last 30 days&nbsp;did&nbsp;you ever cut the size of your meals or skip meals because there 
wasn't enough money for food? Yes Is Selected 

And If 

If  module Is Equal to  5 
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Q68 How often did this happen—almost every day, some days but not every day, or in only 1 or 

2 days?  

o Almost every day (3)  

o Some days but not every day (2)  

o Only 1 or 2 days (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  5 

 
 

Q69 In the last 30 days, did you ever eat less than you felt you should because there wasn't 

enough money for food?  

o Yes (2)  

o No (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  5 

 
 

Q70 In the last 30 days, were you every hungry but didn't eat because there wasn't enough 

money for food? 

o Yes (2)  

o No (1)  
 

End of Block 

Basic needs module 6 
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Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  6 

 
 

Q72 "I worried whether my food would run out before I got money to buy more."   Was that 

often, sometimes, or never true for you in the last 30 days? 

o Often true (3)  

o Sometimes true (2)  

o Never true (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  6 

 
 

Q73 "The food that I bought just didn't last and I didn't have money to get more." Was that often, 

sometimes, or never true for you in the last 30 days? 

o Often true (3)  

o Sometimes true (2)  

o Never true (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  6 

 
 

Q74 "I couldn't afford to eat balanced meals." Was that often, sometimes, or never true for you 

in the last 30 days? 

o Often true (3)  

o Sometimes true (2)  

o Never true (1)  
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Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  6 

 
 

Q75 In the last 30 days, did you ever cut the size of your meals or skip meals because there 

wasn't enough money for food? 

o Yes (2)  

o No (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If In the last 30 days, did you ever cut the size of your meals or skip meals because there wasn't 
enough money for food? Yes Is Selected 

And  module Is Equal to  6 

 
 

Q76 How often did this happen—almost every day, some days but not every day, or in only 1 or 

2 days? 

o Almost every day (3)  

o Some days but not every day (2)  

o In only 1 or 2 days (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  6 

 
 

Q77 In the last 30 days, did you ever eat less than you felt you should because there wasn't 

enough money for food? 

o Yes (2)  

o No (1)  
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Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  6 

 
 

Q78 In the last 30 days, were you ever hungry, but didn't eat, because there wasn't enough 

money for food? 

o Yes (2)  

o No (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  6 

 
 

Q79 In the last 30 days, did you lose weight because there wasn't enough money for food? 

o Yes (2)  

o No (1)  
 

 

Display This Question: 

If  module Is Equal to  6 

 
 

Q80 In the last 30 days did you ever not eat for a whole day because there wasn't enough 

money for food? 

o Yes (2)  

o No (1)  
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Display This Question: 

If In the last 30 days did you ever not eat for a whole day because there wasn't enough money for 
food? Yes Is Selected 

And  module Is Equal to  6 

 
 

Q81 How often did this happen—almost every day, some days but not every day, or in only 1 or 

2 days? 

o Almost every day (3)  

o Some days but not every day (2)  

o Only 1 or 2 days (1)  
 

End of Block 

Submission 
 

Q61 When you select "Submit" at the bottom of this page, your survey will be securely locked 

and you will receive no further messages from us about this survey.    

 

 

 

Q87 When you select "Submit" at the bottom of this page, your survey will be securely locked 

and you will receive no further messages from us about this survey.    

 

End of Block 

 


