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of infonnation for voting on ballot measures (Magleby,
1984): 136). Fonnal assessments of the readability of the
pamphlet suggest that the low level of pamphlet use is
because it is too complicated for most voters to understand.
Whereas most newspapers and popular magazines are
written for ninth to twelfth grade reading levels, most of
the pamphlet is written at the fifteenth grade level (three
years of college) or above (Magleby, 1984: 118-119,
138-139). The increasing number of ballot measures in
recent years has made the pamphlet an imposing and
intimidating document even for those voters inclined to
read it. Some recent elections have required pamphlets
exceeding 150 pages.

ballot pamphlet, the results are not a valid measure of
overall voter opinion. A survey of registered voters by
random selection would have been necessary to detennine
the proportion of voters actually using the pamphlet and to
provide demographic profiles of those voters who read it.
Still, the present survey is a rich source of opinion from
voters who actually use and read the pamphlet.

Nearly 54,000 registered California voters returned
completed surveys to the Office of the Secretary of State.
The survey responses were then entered into a computer
database at the University of California, Davis. (The
percentages reported for questionnaire items requiring just
a single answer are based on the total number of respon-
dents entering valid responses. When questionnaire items
ask voters to enter multiple responses, the percentages are
based on the number of individual respondents who made
at least one choice from among the options presented.)


