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Overview

The Sleeping Giantis dead. This book demonstrates that new metaphors characterizing the
Latino community now have taken hold in the American public’s imagination with critical
social and political consequences. A few tokens will illustrate:

...awash under abrown tid e...

...like waves on a beach, these human flows are remaking the face ofAmerica...
...asea of brown faces...

...the relentless flow of immigrants...

These examples, along with thousands of other metaphors recently appearing in a respected
mainstream newpaper, form the basis of this book. Such metaphors, with their connotation
of a relentless inundation of Anglo-American society, are more than rhetorical
embellishments. Cognitive science research now theorizes that people understand much of
their social world in terms of such metaphors.Brown Tide Rising , an empirical study of
contemporary public discourse about Latinos, makes the case that these metaphors shape
the public’s changing conception of Latinos. The change has occurred at a time when a
significant social reorientation is taking place, and momentous political decisions






