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Overview

The Sleeping Giantis dead. This book demonstrates that new metaphors characterizing the
Latino community now have taken hold in the American public’s imagination with critical
social and political consequences. A few tokens will illustrate:

...awash under abrown tid e...

...like waves on a beach, these human flows are remaking the face ofAmerica...
...asea of brown faces...

...the relentless flow of immigrants...

These examples, along with thousands of other metaphors recently appearing in a respected
mainstream newpaper, form the basis of this book. Such metaphors, with their connotation
of a relentless inundation of Anglo-American society, are more than rhetorical
embellishments. Cognitive science research now theorizes that people understand much of
their social world in terms of such metaphors.Brown Tide Rising , an empirical study of
contemporary public discourse about Latinos, makes the case that these metaphors shape
the public’s changing conception of Latinos. The change has occurred at a time when a
significant social reorientation is taking place, and momentous political decisions
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concerning Latinos are being debated.Brown Tide Rising addresses the role that Latinos
will play in American society in the coming century. By way of current theories of
cognitive science and a rich empirical base Brown Tide Rising addresses the following
questions:

» How are Latino political issues conceived in contemporary American
public discourse?, and

» What is the perceived relation of Latinos to the larger society and nation?

Brown Tide Rising goes beyond a description of Latinos in terms of public discourse.
Because its analysis is conducted in terms of an independently-motivated cognitive theory
of metaphor, Brown Tide Rising offers a principled explanation of:

» Why does the electorate respond to Latino political issues as it does?

In addition to addressing a major issue in America’s society Brown Tide Rising informs
social science because it is:

* A full-scale empirical demonstration of the power of everyday metaphor to
establish social constructions, and

* A critical appraisal of cognitive linguistic metaphor theory in the context of
media and public discourse.

Brown Tide Rising brings together two powerful tools. First, a strong empirical
method (based on natural language research principles) is used to catalog the contemporary
record of public discourse of Americans toward Latinos. The public discourse promulgated
in hundreds of articles from an important print media source, thd.os Angeles Times,
(among other sources) is systematically sampled for Latino topics over the last eight years.
However, this book is not an indictment of theTimes. It is an exposition of our everyday
discourse practices. s

Second, the interpretation of the news print data is made in view of Cognitive
Science theories about how humans understand the world. In brief, the claim is that people
do not make sense of their surroundings principally in terms of linear thinking and logical
syllogism. Rather these powerful theories, which have evolved into a full epistemological
account over the last 15 years, give metaphor a central role in human thought. These claims
are very interesting in themselves, andBrown Tide Rising will provide a clear and
absorbing account of them. Although these theories have been applied to socio-political
issues in academic articles,Brown Tide Rising is the first American book to apply
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contemporary cognitive metaphor theory to a current political issue on the basis of an
abundant, natural language data set. Thus metaphor in discourse becomes a window on the
ways that Americans frame their domestic world view, and on their underlying political and
social values. Indeed the metaphor in the book title captures the dynamic and potentially
threatening images with which Americans now conceptualize Latinos. Today’s metaphors
contrast with the static, impotentSleeping Giant metaphor that characterized the previous
generation of Mexican Americans.

With the increase of the population of Latinos—in eight years it will be an absolute
majority in Los Angeles—the character of the nation in the next century has become a
source of consternation for large segments of the public, and a wellspring for exploitation
by politicians and nativists. Anxiety and interest will certainly increase as the Latino
presence becomes more conspicuous. Commentators have predicted contrasting scenarios
from the gentle browning of America, to the subversion of American culture and its
political system, to the reconquest of Aztldn. As for Latinos, relations with the white
majority have recently turned particularly sour, and greater racialization of this ethnic
group, rather than assimilation, is more frequently argued. Notwithstanding the scientific
method that may have been utilized to make such statements, these forecasts are based on
fundamental personal views of what the US is or should be. In contrast, the author of
Brown Tide Rising offers a theoretically-principled and empirically-grounded exposition of
the terms with which Americans construct their image of Latinos. The author, a Latino
sociolinguist, will level an interpretation of his findings that requires serious consideration
and deflects much facile criticism.

Brown Tide Rising could not be more timely. Latino political issues have taken
center stage in California, the political bellwether of the country. A socially divisive and
certifiably unconstitutional referendum, Proposition 187, passed overwhelmingly in 1994.
In 1996 the ‘California Civil Rights Initiative’, Proposition 209, ended the use of
Affirmative Action principles in all state hiring and promotion. Most recently Proposition
227, the ‘English For The Children’ initiative, eliminated bilingual education from
California public schools. These referenda are examined in the book.

Brown Tide Rising goes beyond describing the state of public discourse on Latino
topics. The operative conceptualizations of the US as a nation are also presented. Thus the
book will be suitable for the current affairs section of bookstores, as well as sections
devoted to Latino studies, media studies, policy studies, and cognitive science. Given its
unique combination of theory, method and topic, it is well placed to become a text in any
number of university courses. Brown Tide Rising is written in a straightforward style

which does not presume knowledge of cognitive science and metaphor theory. Although






