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Policy on Non-Site-Based Independent Study Schools

Conditions under which Non-Site-Based Independent Study Schools would be Eligible to Establish and Maintain an A-G Course List 

The following policy pertains to any public or private high school in which at least half of the students receive 80 percent of their instruction off campus.

Schools satisfying the conditions of this policy may submit courses to the University of California for potential approval under the “a-g” course approval process.

UC expects the following from non-site-based independent study programs providing “a-g” approved coursework: 

· Students are expected to spend at least one hour per week per “a-g” course engaged in interactive instruction and/or academic tutoring/advising.  This instruction and/or support may be provided onsite or through virtual means. 

· Students taking a UC-approved “a-g” course are expected to have regular access (i.e., at least weekly) to a teacher who is a subject expert teacher* in that subject area, whether in person or by phone or email.  The teacher should be available to answer students’ questions about curriculum, explain assignments, and provide feedback on student work. 

· Students taking a UC-approved “a-g” course should receive prompt response to inquiries (i.e., by the end of the following school day), whether in person or by phone or email, from a qualified staff member.

· Students should be assessed to ensure mastery of the content standards. Acceptable assessments include, but are not limited to, tests, essays, projects, research papers, presentations, and exams.  All courses must have a final exam or a significant final project.

· At least major assessments (i.e., unit tests, final exams) shall be proctored by a qualified professional (e.g., a school teacher, administrator, counselor, or paraprofessional who fulfills an instructional role, librarian, university personnel, or test center administrator).
· Student work shall be evaluated by an impartial professional who has been actively involved in the student’s learning process.

* A subject expert teacher is defined as an instructor who has taught in a particular subject area for at least three years at the high school or postsecondary level OR has a teaching credential and a bachelor’s or advanced degree in the subject area OR has been certified as a Highly Qualified Teacher under the federal No Child Left Behind Act.

NOTE: For students to utilize online college preparatory coursework to satisfy the UC “a-g” subject requirements, the online course shall be approved by UC and offered by an online provider that has been granted “program status” by UC.

For questions on the policy, please contact  hsupdate@ucop.edu (510.987.9570) or Susan Wilbur at Susan.Wilbur@ucop.edu (510.987.9565).

Approved by BOARS Articulation and Evaluation Committee on 11/2007
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