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COURSE DESCRIPTION AND CONTEXT:

WISE (Wise Individualized Senior Experience) gives second-semester high school seniors an opportunity to explore in-depth an area of interest either through an independent research project or an internship in the community.  Students select a mentor from the Milken Community High School faculty to guide them in this process; they meet with their mentor weekly to focus and direct their inquiry, and to discuss progress, frustrations, and questions.  Students also collaborate with a community-member who has expertise in the students' area of interest; this collaboration may take the form of research opportunities or an on-site project/internship. 

WISE English is a core course designed to complement the research and on-site work students perform as a part of their WISE projects, and in addition, it prepares students for college-level writing and research.  The first semester of WISE English follows a traditional literature-based curriculum.  Students will explore the theme of metamorphosis/transformation through the study of works by Kafka, Ralph Ellison, Ovid, Milton, Mary Shelley, Charlotte Brontë, and others.  Students will write analytical and reflective essays exploring the literary questions raised by these texts and themes.  Quizzes and tests will demonstrate mastery of the material.

The second semester of WISE English follows a research and methods curriculum.  Students will practice the forms of writing required by the WISE program—journal-writing, annotated bibliography, newspaper article, research essay, analytical essay, argumentative essay, and reflective essay—as well as professional forms, including résumés, business letters, and reports.  While the class may read one or two relevant texts in common, such as Studs Terkel's Working, the thematic content for the course will come largely from students' individual projects.  Students will develop their own reading lists, as required by the program, drawn from a variety of sources such as newspapers, magazines, professional journals, trade journals, literary and historical texts, on-line publications, and more.  They will learn both on-line and traditional library research skills, including the evaluation and proper citation of sources.  Workshops with Milken Community High School librarians and fieldtrips to local libraries will be scheduled as needed.  The course will also include a thorough review of principles of grammar and punctuation, and strategies of effective writing, building on and solidifying skills learned in the first semester of WISE English and throughout the Milken Community High School English and writing program.

The accelerated pace of the honors track will be reflected both quantitatively and qualitatively through additional opportunities for reading, writing, and independently initiated tasks.  Honors students are expected consistently to work to a higher level of expectation.

COURSE GOALS:

•
Students will demonstrate their ability to think critically and analytically by 
completing effective literary, historical, and logical inquiries and expositions. 

•
Students will develop strong research and information skills in preparation for 
college-level research.

•
Students will develop academic independence and initiative by formulating an 
independent research project and following it through from start to completion.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

•
Students will read and analyze literary, historical, and documentary texts 
demonstrating their ability to infer meaning from thematic, structural, and 
rhetorical aspects of written language.

•
Students will write in a wide variety of academic and professional formats 
demonstrating mastery of the major forms of prose discourse.

•
Students will demonstrate mastery of traditional (library) and nontraditional 
(internet, interviews) forms of research and the effective use of primary and 
secondary sources culminating in the completion of a substantial research 
project.

•
Students will demonstrate mastery of the principles of grammar, syntax, spelling, 
and punctuation through their accurate use in all forms of writing and in the 
successful completion of quizzes and tests.

COURSE OUTLINE:

The Changing Self: Literary Themes of Metamorphosis


•
Mythic Transformation (Ovid)


•
Allegorical Transformation (Kafka)


•
Psychological Transformation (Ellison)

The Changing Text: Literary Structures of Metamorphosis


•
Allusion and Intertextuality (Milton and M. Shelley)


•
Telling the "Other" Story (C. Brontë and J. Rhys)

Research Skills and Strategies


•
Developing a research topic


•
Creating a search strategy


•
Using primary and secondary sources


•
Using the internet and other electronic media


•
Conducting interviews and oral histories


•
Evaluating and citing sources


•
Preparing the annotated bibliography


•
Planning the research paper


•
Strategies for introductions and conclusions


•
Strategies for integrating sources


•
Revising and editing

Strategies of Argumentation


•
Position paper


•
Causal analysis


• 
Logical fallacies

Forms of Professional Writing


•
Résumés


•
Business letters


•
Reports and memos

TEXTS AND SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:

Brontë, Charlotte.  Jane Eyre.  London: Oxford UP, 1998.

Ellison, Ralph.  Invisible Man.  New York: Random House, 1995.

Kafka, Franz.  Metamorphosis.  Trans. Stanley Corngold.  New York: Bantam, 1987.

Milton, John.  Paradise Lost.  Ed. Scott Elledge.  New York: Norton, 1993.

Ovid.  Metamorphoses.  Trans. Rolfe Humphries.  Bloomington, IN: Indiana UP, 

1983.

Rhys, Jean.  The Wide Sargasso Sea.  New York: Norton, 1982.

Shelley, Mary.  Frankenstein.  London: Oxford, 1998.

Terkel, Studs.  Working.  New York: Norton, 1997.

Ellsworth, Blanche and John A. Higgins.  English Simplified: Grammar/ 


Punctuation/ Mechanics and Spelling/ Usage/ Paragraphs and 



Documentation.  8th ed.  New York: Addison, 1997.

Ellsworth, Blanche, John A. Higgins, and Judith Olson-Fallon.  Exercises for English 

Simplified.  8th ed.  New York: Addison, 1997.

Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.  5th ed.  New York: 
MLA, 1999.

Johnson, Jean.  The Bedford Guide to the Research Process.  3rd ed.  Boston: Bedford, 
1997.

Rottenberg, Annette T.  The Structure of Argument.  3rd ed.  Boston: Bedford, 2000.

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS:

a.  Primary Methods


•
Lecture, research, reading, discussion, group work

b.  Secondary Methods


•
Experiential (project-based) learning, interviewing, electronic media (internet, 

power-point, web-design)

ASSESSMENT METHODS:

•
Writing in a variety of formats and styles (reflection, exposition, analysis, 

argumentation, etc.) (25%)

•
Traditional quizzes and tests (including a comprehensive mid-year test) on 
literary content, research strategies, principles of grammar, syntax, and 
punctuation (15%)

•
Reading journal recording responses, questions, and insights to classroom and 
extended reading (5%)

•
Extended (i.e., additional, independent) reading and creative projects (poetry, 
artwork, character monologues, etc.) based on this reading (5%)

•
Attendance and class participation (10%)

•
Final research paper/project assembling materials gathered from primary and 
secondary sources, and from on-site projects and experiences (includes annotated 
bibliography) (25%)

•
Final WISE Presentation: Students will deliver a final presentation (45 minutes) before their peers, mentors, parents, community contacts, and other members of our community.  Students are expected to use a variety of media and styles (15%)

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:

•
The course will employ traditional assessment criteria, including consideration 
of quiz and test grades; depth and breadth of research; insight, organization, and 
correctness of writing assignments; consistent attendance and active participation 
in class discussions and activities; and overall responsibility and effort.

•
The English Department assesses writing in conformity to rubrics developed by 
the ERB Writing Assessment Program and the Kentucky Department of Education
measuring effectiveness in the following areas: purpose and audience; idea 
development and support; organization; sentence structure; word choice; and 
correctness.

•   For the final WISE Presentation, students are evaluated by a committee of Milken  

     Community High School faculty, community representatives, and peers.  The 

     evaluation includes the overall project; the student's reflective journal; the 

     quantity and quality of reading and research; personal growth;  public speaking 

     skills; and the professional quality of the presentation.

· In general, we expect student performance to conform to the high expectations and 

     standards of Milken Community High School's academic classes.


