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A.  COVER PAGE

	Date of Submission (Please include Month, Day and Year)

	1. Course Title  

    English II


	9. Subject Area

      History/Social Science          

 X   English

      Mathematics                          

      Laboratory Science

      Language other than English

      Visual & Performing Arts

              Intro          Advanced

      College Prep Elective

	2. Transcript Title(s) / Abbreviation(s)
    English II
	

	3.  Transcript Course Code(s) / Number(s)

    
	

	4. School


	

	5. District

   West Contra Costa Unified School District
	

	6. City

   Richmond
	10. Grade Level(s) for which this course is designed

             9           X    10            11              12

	7. School / District Web Site
   wccusd.k12.ca.us
	11. Seeking “Honors” Distinction?

             Yes       X   No

	8. School Course List Contact 

Name: Doris Avalos
Title/Position: Senior Director of Curriculum and Instruction
Phone:   510-620-2067                  Ext.: 
E-mail: Doris.Avalos@gw.wccusd.k12.ca.us
	12. Unit Value

      0.5 (half year or semester equivalent)          

 X   1.0 (one year equivalent) 

      2.0 (two year equivalent)                          

      Other: ________________________

	13. Is this an Internet-based course?            Yes       X   No

If “Yes”, who is the provider?                UCCP        PASS/Cyber High        Other  
__

	14. Complete outlines are not needed for courses that were previously approved by UC.  If course was previously approved, indicate in which category it falls.

                  A course reinstated after removal within 3 years.  Year removed from list? ___________


Same course title?           Yes             No               


If no, previous course title? ___________________________________________________________ 

                   An identical course approved at another school in same district.  Which school? _________________


Same course title?           Yes             No               


If no, course title at other school? ______________________________________________________ 

                  Approved Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) course

                  Approved UC College Prep (UCCP) Online course

                  Year-long VPA course replacing two approved successive semester courses in the same discipline

                  Approved P.A.S.S./Cyber High course

                  Approved ROP/C course.  Name of ROP/C? ______________________________________________

                  Approved CDE Agricultural Education course

 X Other.  Explain: This English II course revision is the result of a decision to make all college preparatory courses more rigorous.

	15. Is this course modeled after an UC-approved course from another school outside your district?              Yes         X    No  
      If so, which school(s)? _______________________________________________________

      Course title at other school  ___________________________________________________


	16. Pre-Requisites

           English I

	17. Co-Requisites

           None

	18.   Is this course a resubmission?              Yes         X    No  
       If yes, date(s) of previous submission? __________________________________________

       Title of previous submission? _________________________________________________

	19.  Brief Course Description
English II is a rigorous course designed to continue preparing students for college. Students read novels, dramas, short stories, poetry, and nonfiction works and develop their listening and speaking skills within the context of literature. They refine their analytical and critical thinking skills and expand their vocabulary through the continued study of word roots and through close attention to diction while reading.  They produce a variety of writings including reading logs and journals, speeches, creative pieces, and autobiographical, analytic, compare and contrast, reflective, persuasive, expository, cause and effect, and research essays.  Both orally and in writing, they connect text to themselves, to other texts, to the wider society, and to the world.


B.  COURSE CONTENT

Please refer to instructions

20. Course Goals and/or Major Student Outcomes (See attached)

21. Course Objectives (See attached)

22. Course Outline (See attached)
23. Texts & Supplemental Instructional Materials (See attached)

24. Key Assignments (See attached)

25. Instructional Methods and/or Strategies (See attached)

26. Assessment Methods and/or Tools (See attached)

COURSE CONTENT

20.  COURSE GOALS AND/OR MAJOR STUDENT OUTCOMES

Students will 

1. Communicate clearly and coherently in writing and orally within a wide range of media and styles.

2. Read and comprehend a wide range of fiction and nonfiction in grade-appropriate materials.

3. Solve problems and think critically by effectively completing challenging group and individual projects and assignments.

4. Understand the complexities of global and societal issues through reading, writing, discussion, and oral and multimedia presentations.

5. Write clear and concise essays that support theses with evidence, convey information from primary and secondary sources, and distinguish between relative values of ideas.

21.  COURSE OBJECTIVES

Students will

1. Read critically from a variety of whole texts and excerpts and respond to them both orally and in writing.

2. Analyze literary works in terms of the critical cultural and historical influences. 

3. Analyze the author’s use of style and literary devices, such as irony, metaphor and simile, in terms of the impact on the reader. They will identify the speaker, tone, point of view, and other literary characteristics and analyze literary works in these terms.

4. Understand the importance of diction from the point of view of the author as well as the reader. They will apply these same choices to their own writings. They will continue to develop written and oral vocabulary through their knowledge of word roots and will pay close attention to diction.

5. Generate relevant research questions as they read and evaluate texts in terms of credibility.

6. Write multi-paragraph autobiographical, analytic, compare and contrast, reflective, persuasive, expository, and cause and effect essays.  They will understand and practice all stages of the writing process: prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and final draft presentation and publishing. They will generate and express their own ideas with clarity, coherence, conciseness, precision, and fluency in both written and oral communication.

7. Complete a research project and synthesize the ideas researched, using Modern Language Association format.

8. Respond to literature in written form. They will use appropriate sensory details and citations and support their ideas through detailed analyses of the text.
9. Develop their own theme in an essay and distinguish between the points of lesser and greater importance to their argument or point of view.

10. Write and speak using standard English conventions. They will discern the differences between phrases and clauses and understand and use appropriate sentence structures.

11. Structure ideas and arguments both orally and in writing in a logical, coherent, and persuasive way and support their ideas with precise and relevant examples. 

22.  COURSE OUTLINE
Students will read at least eight full-length works of literature, three required core pieces and five additional pieces from the listed full-length works or from alternative college preparatory titles.  Students will read at least two of these full-length works in each unit and will complete the related key assignments.  Teachers may add or substitute supplemental readings.

Core texts

Golding  Lord of the Flies

Shakespeare  Julius Caesar or Macbeth    OR    Hansberry  A Raisin in the Sun
Steinbeck  Of Mice and Men
While completing writing assignments students will receive explicit instruction in grammar, usage, and composition, including all stages of the writing process: prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, final draft presentation, and publishing.

	Topics/Units/Themes

	I. Human Nature vs. Human Culture

Central topics

· What is culture? 

· What are man's basic impulses? 

· How do humans reconcile the savage impulse with their yearning for order and civilization?  

Reading focus

· Reading with a critical eye

· Use of symbolism

· Thematic continuity

· Inferential reasoning

· Diction

Writing focus

· Prewriting, drafts, revision, and editing

· Reading logs or reading journals, with emphasis on author’s use of diction

· Argument and supportive evidence

· Persuasive speech

· Analytic essay

· Compare and contrast essay

Language focus 

· Correct use of clauses and phrases

· Terms from Greek and Roman mythology 

· Techniques of effective public speaking

· Etymologies

· Diction

Learning outcomes

Students will

· Read at least two full-length texts and a variety of related works

· Write daily responses to reading in logs or journals

· Participate in group and whole-class discussions of central topics related to readings

· Compose and deliver a persuasive speech on the harmful aspects of technology

· Write an analytic essay on symbolism in Lord of the Flies
· Write an essay comparing and contrasting a thematic similarity in three readings

23.  TEXTS FOR UNIT I
Required text

Golding  Lord of the Flies
Recommended texts

Buck  The Good Earth

Hersey  Hiroshima
Suggested supplemental readings

Benet “By the Waters of Babylon”

Bradbury “The Veldt”

Bradbury “The Murderer”
Bradbury “There Will Come Soft Rains”

Keats “La Belle Dame sans Merci”

Kipling “Danny Deever”

Saki (H.H. Munro) “Sredni Vashtar” 

Saki (H.H. Munro) “The Open Window”

Greek and Roman myths

24.  KEY ASSIGNMENTS & ACTIVITIES FOR UNIT I
1. Read and discuss Lord of the Flies and other major texts and related pieces that contrast the civilized side of the human with the savage side. 

2. Write and deliver a 5-10 minute persuasive speech on the harmful aspects of technology.  

3. Write a 1,500-word essay in which you analyze how Golding uses symbolism in Lord of the Flies to contrast the civilized side of the human with the savage side. 

4. Write a 750-word compare and contrast essay in which you identify and trace a thematic similarity in three readings, comparing and contrasting the authors’ various perspectives on human nature.



	II. Insiders and Outsiders

Central topics

· What is meant by individual autonomy? What is an outsider?

· What is an insider?

· Is it possible to be both?

· How does the individual maintain autonomy and a sense of self within society?

Reading focus

· Reading with a critical eye

· Identification of self with characters and situations

· Character motivation

Writing focus

· Prewriting, drafts, revision, and editing

· Reading logs or reading journals, with emphasis on author’s use of diction

· Development of thesis and supporting evidence

· Autobiographical essay

· Reflective essay

· First person narration

· Voice

Language focus

· Sensory language

· Active voice

· Consistency of verb tenses

· Etymologies

· Diction

Learning outcomes

Students will
· Read at least two full-length texts and a variety of related works

· Write daily responses to reading in journals or logs

· Participate in group and whole-class discussions of central topics related to readings

· Write an autobiographical essay related to the unit theme

· Write a reflective essay about society’s treatment of rebels

· Create a first-person narrative in the voice of a person from a different cultural group

23.  TEXTS FOR UNIT II
Required text

Steinbeck  Of Mice and Men

Recommended texts 

Delany  Having Our Say: The Delany Sisters’ First 100 Years

Wright  Black Boy

Suggested supplemental readings

Cervantes excerpts from Don Quixote

Chekhov “A Problem”

Dick  “Null-O”

Dunn  “The Sudden Light and the Trees”

Hughes “Let America Be America Again”

Kafka  “Before the Law”

Uchida “The Uprooting of a Japanese-American Family”

Vonnegut “Harrison Bergeron”

24.  KEY ASSIGNMENTS & ACTIVITIES FOR UNIT II
1. Read and discuss Of Mice and Men and other major texts and related pieces that explore the individual’s place in society. 

2. Write a 500-word autobiographical essay about a time when you have felt like an outsider, focusing on the use of sensory language. 
3. Write a 1,500-word reflective essay in which you discuss how society creates and then destroys its rebels. 

4. Study a collection of photos showing groups in different cultures and societies; write a 500-word, first-person story in the voice of one of the individuals representing a cultural group different from your own.



	III. Environment and Destiny

Central topics

· What is destiny, and how do you know your own?

· Are destiny and fate the same?

· Which is more influential, environment or heredity?

· What is the relationship between environment and human destiny, and in what ways can one create the other?

Reading focus

· Reading with a critical eye

· Conflict and resolution

· Analysis of a character

· Motivation

· Sources of intolerance

Writing focus

· Prewriting, drafts, revision, and editing

· Reading logs or reading journals, with emphasis on author’s use of diction

· Development of thesis and supporting evidence

· Script writing with performance

· Persuasive essay

· Expository speech

Language focus

· Tone

· Purpose

· Audience

· Techniques of effective public speaking

· Etymologies

· Diction

Learning outcomes

Students will
· Read at least two full-length texts and a variety of related works

· Write daily responses to reading in journals or logs

· Participate in group and whole-class discussions of central topics related to readings

· With another student, write and perform a script based on conflict and resolution between two characters in the text

· Write a persuasive essay arguing the pros and cons of nature vs. nurture

· Compose and deliver an expository speech about the persecution of people who are different

23.  TEXTS FOR UNIT III
Required text (alternate)

Hansberry  A Raisin in the Sun
Recommended texts

Brown  Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee
Krakauer  Into Thin Air

Suggested supplemental readings

Carson “The Marginal World”

Henley “Invictus”

Housman “To an Athlete Dying Young”

Navajo “Prayer of the First Dancers” from “The Night Chant”

Tolstoy “How Much Land Does a Man Need?”

24.  KEY ASSIGNMENTS & ACTIVITIES FOR UNIT III
1. Read and discuss A Raisin in the Sun or other major texts and related pieces that depict the interplay between the individual and environment. 

2. With another student in the class, write a 10-minute script in which you play out and resolve a conflict between two characters in the text.  Perform your piece for the class.

3. In a 1,500-word persuasive essay argue the pros and cons of nature vs. nurture based on the life experience of a character in the text.

4. Write and deliver a 5-10 minute speech in which you explain why people fear and sometimes persecute those who are different.



	IV. Glory and Immortality

Central topics

· What is death, and how is life's end viewed in different cultures?

· What is fame?

· How, if at all, do humans transcend their own mortality?

Reading focus

· Reading with a critical eye

· Relating author to text

· Identifying with a character

· Reflecting on the unknown

Writing focus

· Prewriting, drafts, revision, and editing

· Reading logs or reading journals, with emphasis on author’s use of diction 

· Research for oral presentation

· MLA style

· Cause and effect essay

· Autobiographical essay connecting self to literature

Language focus

· Logic

· Coherence

· Point of view

· Techniques of public speaking

· Etymologies

· Diction

Learning outcomes

Students will
· Read at least two full-length texts and a variety of related works

· Write daily responses to reading in journals or logs

· Participate in group and whole-class discussions of central topics related to readings

· Write a research paper on an aspect of Shakespeare’s life and times, using MLA style, and present findings to the class

· Write a cause and effect essay explaining the relationship between the supernatural and the immoral

· Write an autobiographical essay analyzing how one aspect of your own life is related to a character in the text

23.  TEXTS FOR UNIT IV
Required text

Shakespeare  Macbeth or Julius Caesar
Recommended texts

Huxley Brave New World

Remarque  All Quiet on the Western Front

Suggested supplemental readings 

Dickinson  “Because I could not stop for Death”

Dickinson “There’s been a death in the opposite house”

Douglas “Feel the Cities Pulse? It’s Be-bop, Man!”

Shapiro  “Auto Wreck”

Whitman “O Captain! My Captain!”
Wiesel “Keep Memory Alive”

24.  KEY ASSIGNMENTS & ACTIVITIES FOR UNIT IV
1. Read and discuss Macbeth or Julius Caesar and other major texts and related pieces that explore the human quest for transcendence.

2. Write a research paper of 1,500 words that explores one aspect of Shakespeare’s life and times.  Consult at least three primary or secondary sources and cite references in MLA style.  Present findings to the class.

3. Write a cause and effect essay of 350-500 words in which you explain the relationship between the supernatural and the immoral in one of the texts.

4. In an autobiographical essay of 350-500 words, identify which forces are beyond the control of a character in the text and tell how this compares to an aspect of your own life.




23. ADDITIONAL TEXTS & SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS     

	Allende  House of the Spirits  

	Bradbury  Fahrenheit 451 

	Dickens  A Tale of Two Cities

	Dorris  Yellow Raft in Blue Water 

	Gaines  A Gathering of Old Men 

	Kipling  Kim

	Llewellyn   How Green is My Valley  

	Paton  Cry, the Beloved Country

	Rodriguez   Always Running 

	Sophocles  Antigone 

	Tam   The Kitchen God’s Wife 

	Terkel  Coming of Age


Standards-based text: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes, Platinum Level, Prentice Hall

Standards-based text: Writing and Grammar: Communication in Action, Platinum Level,


Prentice Hall

Warriner’s Grammar and Composition, Fourth Course
Supplemental readings 

Other resources, such as films, documentaries, guest speakers
Writing rubrics with exemplars

24.  ADDITIONAL KEY ASSIGNMENTS

Project

Students will create an independent or group oral presentation of an analysis of a literary work, identifying and analyzing the author’s message, including a discussion of the influences that have an impact on that message. They will also submit the project in written form.

25.  INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS AND/OR STRATEGIES

Whole-class discussions

Direct and explicit instruction, including modeling

Group work (whole and small)

Oral presentations (group and individual)

Independent reading

Structured Questions

Peer editing

Video

Reading logs

Journals

Response groups (Bay Area Writing Project)

Map-making (Bay Area Writing Project)

On-line research

PowerPoint presentations

Literary blogs

26.  ASSESSMENT METHODS AND/OR TOOLS

Tests and quizzes 

Semester finals

Homework

Written research-based projects

Essays

Portfolios  


Oral and multi-media presentations

Summative Assessments

Semester 1:

An individual in-class essay that compares the same theme within two different genres. The essay must address the differences in plot, character, and point of view.

Alternative final: 

An individual or group project that visually compares the same theme within two different genres. The project must address the differences in plot, character, and point of view.

Semester 2

An individual in-class essay that explicates an author’s point of view and underlying values.

Alternative final: 

An individual or group project using multimedia device (such as video) to explicate an author’s point of view and underlying values.
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