

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Palo Alto Unified School District

	COURSE ADOPTION DATES:
	COURSE TITLE:
	Film Composition & Literature

	
	TRANSCRIPT TITLE:
	FILMCOMPLIT (1339)

	Pilot Course

__________________
	DEPARTMENT(S)
	English

	Date
	COURSE LENGTH:
	Semester            CREDITS: 5.0

	
	GRADE LEVEL(S):
	11/12

	
	REQUIRED_________
	ELECTIVE____X____


STUDENT OUTCOMES

Through reading, writing, and studying the history and basic language of film, students in this college preparatory elective will view a variety of films, take notes and write responses about film, and demonstrate the ability to understand film as a unique medium of expression with its own language, history, and development. By writing comparisons of novels and stories to their film adaptations, writing expository essays responding to themes found in various films, writing responses to various essays about film, writing reviews of films, writing a comprehensive journal reflecting various genres in film, and researching material for a documented research paper, students will demonstrate proficiency in analysis of film through oral and written formats. Through expository writing and essay exams they will also demonstrate their understanding of film as a reflection of history and changing social concerns. Good writing skills and regular homework are required. (20 pages a night reading, 3-4 pages per writing assignment, 800-1000 words each.)

READING AND LITERATURE

Emphasis:

Genre: 
silent film, musical, gangster, screwball, comedy, Hollywood’s Golden Age, film noire, western, film as reflection of society, modern and independent film, animation, documentary, foreign film, short films: documentaries about film industry, film terminology, film history

Terms of the film genre:  symbolism, imagery, character, antagonist/protagonist, conflict, theme, plot and suspense analysis, parody, foreshadowing, realism, expressionism

Technical terms: 
frame, shot, dolly shot, rack focus, establishing shot, zoom, fade in/out, subjective camera, match cut, storyboard/shooting script, live action, narration, adaptation

Required Reading:  (Students are required to read two course novels and two among four options during the semester: four novels.  They then write comparisons of film adaptations.)

	Required Reading:
	Two of the following:

	Oliver Twist
	Twelfth Night

	One Flew Over the Cuckoos’ Nest
	Pride and Prejudice

	Flashback: A Brief History of Film, Gianetti
	The Color Purple

	
	Cry

	
	The Beloved Country


Optional Reading:

	The Age of Innocence
	Mrs. Dalloway

	An American Tragedy
	Moby Dick

	Beloved
	Madame Bovary

	The Oxbow Incident
	Lost Horizon

	East of Eden
	A Passage to India

	Emma
	Les Miserables

	Ethan Frome
	Room with aView

	For Whom the Bell Tolls
	Tess of the D’Urbervilles

	The Good Earth
	Grapes of Wrath

	Wuthering Heights
	Jane Eyre

	Great Expectations
	Understanding Movies, Gianetti

	The Great Gatsby
	Elements of Film, Bobker

	“Film: A Reflection of American Values”, Center for the Humanities


Required Films:

	The Gold Rush
	Singin’ in the Rain

	Scarface (1932)
	It Happened One Night

	Citizen Kane
	The Maltese Falcon

	High Noon
	North by Northwest

	Manchurian Candidate
	American Graffiti

	Searching for Bobby Fischer
	Smoke Signals

	The Wrong Trousers
	Gates of Heaven

	The Bicycle Thief
	Basic Film Terms

	The Art of Film Series (editing, screen writing, directing, music & sound, art direction)

	The American Cinema Series (History of Hollywood and the development of American film)


Optional Films:

	Modern Times
	Angels with Dirty Faces

	Bringing Up Baby
	Casablanca

	Shane
	Butch Cassidy & the Sundance Kid

	The Civil War – 1st episode
	Cinema Paradisio

	Il Postino
	Manon of the Spring

	Visions of Light
	


COMPOSITION

Goals/Outcomes: (As in all literature and composition courses, students are required to produce an analytical, expository essay every three weeks: at least 6 essays, of 800-1000 words each.)

· CLAS Domain Emphasis:

Evaluation

Interpretation

Speculation about cause and effect

· District Outcomes:

Expository/opinion: persuasive and interpretive essays, compare and contrast

Narrative: personal reflection, journal entries

Research: assignments involving research and documented form

Writing Styles: (6-7 formal, expository, analytical essays are completed each semester, in addition to a variety of reflective and comparative works, such as journals, film notes, and more formal evaluations).

· Five compositions (800 word minimum) are assigned to compare visual experiences with specific films and film adaptations.

· At least two written evaluations (500 words) will be assigned to discuss a director’s success or failure with respect to his/her purpose.

· Two expository essays (800 word minimum) are assigned as critical analysis of entire works or films.

· Journal or viewing notebook: entries are assigned on all visual presentations involving students’ emotional and critical commentary, and their reflections.

· Course projects involve animation and several others which students devise, each of which shall have written and visual components.

· Complete film notes will be included in the viewing notebook.

· A short documented paper (4-5 pages, 1000 words) is assigned each quarter, 2 per semester.

· A major project may involve making a film and include significant writing.

LANGUAGE

Terms and concepts emphasized in context:

· Transition

· Parallel structure

· Syntax

· Rhetoric

· Rules of dialogue and script writing, punctuation

· Subject/verb agreement

Vocabulary in context, teacher and student generated.  Considerable emphasis will be placed upon words that express or contain concepts or ideas.  Since some of the literature of the course is read in translation, student-generated vocabulary lists will enable students to personalize their language growth.

