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April 2008
Dear Colleagues:

We are pleased to announce that the faculty of the University of California (UC) has approved a policy that enables non-site-based independent study schools to submit courses for potential approval under the UC a-g subject area requirements. The policy applies to any public, public charter, or private high school in which at least 50 percent of the students receive 80 percent of their instruction off campus. Schools that satisfy the new policy will be able to establish and maintain a list of UC-certified a-g courses that their students can use to meet the entrance requirements of the University of California and the California State University. 
The independent study schools policy was developed over the past two years by the Board of Admissions and Relations with Schools (BOARS), the faculty body responsible for setting UC systemwide admissions policy, with extensive input from independent study schools as well as assistance from UC admissions staff and the California Department of Education.  The policy is designed to respect independent study schools’ unique circumstances while ensuring that all UC-approved courses meet faculty standards for student preparation. Provisions in the policy address such issues as faculty-student contact, faculty qualifications, and coursework evaluation. The policy is enclosed with this letter.
Schools can certify that they are in compliance with this policy – and become eligible to submit individual courses to UC for potential approval – by completing the enclosed “Independent Study Policy Alignment Application.” All courses will be reviewed and evaluated against faculty-developed guidelines accessible at www.ucop.edu/doorways/guide. This policy will go into effect immediately for schools that do not have an approved a-g course list.  Schools that fall under this policy but already have an existing course list will have until the beginning of the 2009-2010 academic year to comply with the policy. 
We hope that this policy will assist you in preparing students for higher education. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact HSUPDATE at (510) 987-9570 or hsupdate@ucop.edu. 








Sincerely,
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Susan A. Wilbur, Ph.D.









Director of Undergraduate Admissions

Enclosures

cc: 
Coordinator Parker

Analyst Costales


UC Admissions Directors
