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	Course Title

WISE Social Science Elective
	Department or Discipline

Social Sciences

	School

Milken Community High School
	Address

15800 Zeldins’ Way (at Mulholland Dr.)

Los Angeles, CA 90049

	Name of School Contact Person

Nancy Schneider

Title/Position

WISE Program Coordinator
	Contact Person Information


Phone: (310) 440-3500


Fax: (310) 471-5139


E-mail: nschneider@mchschool.org

	Grade Level for which course is intended

12
	Unit Value

0.5

	Year of School Board Approval

2000
	Length of Course (year or semester)

Semester

	Pre-Requisites (please list)

World History, U.S. History, and Government

	Co-Requisites (please list)

WISE English or AP Literature

	Brief Course Description

WISE (Wise Individualized Senior Experience) is a structured way to allow students to explore an area of interest either through an independent research project or an internship in the community.  Students have two mentors: one from the Milken Community High School faculty and one in the community with whom they regularly collaborate, whether through research opportunities or an on-site project/internship with the community contact person.  During class, students study the basic economic concepts of scarcity, opportunity costs, and supply and demand as indicated in the attached outline.  In addition, they are expected to spend considerable time outside of class reading texts relevant to their project and writing about their project or responding to the reading in addition to conducting research, working at internships, meeting with mentors, and completing class assignments.



	Context for Course

a. This course is intended for second-semester seniors of all academic levels who are seeking an alternative to traditional classroom instruction.

b. Along with WISE English (or AP Literature), this course is part of the WISE Program.  It often helps students orient themselves toward potential college majors and career paths.

c. This is intended to be a supplemental course.

d. This course meets the needs of both students and the school as it helps prepare students to become independent learners at a time that is notoriously difficult for highly effective traditional academic instruction.


 COURSE CONTENT

· Course Goals and/or Major Outcomes:

· Students will demonstrate their ability to solve problems and think critically by applying practical, real-world experiences to academic theory

· Students will develop their writing and research skills

· Students will develop life-long skills of independence, assertiveness, responsibility, reliability, and graciousness by engaging in real-life experiences most often through an internship in the community

· Students will develop a greater sense of self-awareness through course readings, group discussions, and journal-writing, all of which promote self-reflection

· Course Outline and Key Learning Activities
	Topics / Units / Themes
	Key Activities / Assignments

	Economic Theory

· Scarcity

· Opportunity Costs

· Supply and Demand

· Economic Markets
	· Textbook reading and traditional quizzes/tests

· Economic graph construction and analysis

	The Workplace

· Evolution of Work in the U.S.

· Industrial Revolution

· Child Labor

· Substandard Working Conditions

· Sexual Harassment and Discrimination

· The Glass Ceiling

· Telecommuting

· Balancing Work and Family

· Defining Individual Success
	· Readings (see suggested readings on following page)

· Class discussions, incorporating students’ actual work experiences

· Conducting research or working at their placement/internship (a minimum of 6 hours per week)



	Emotional Intelligence

· Types of Intelligence

· What is Emotion?

· Self-Awareness

· Personal Decision Making

· Handling Stress

· Communication

· Personal Responsibility

· Assertiveness
	· Exercises emphasizing self-

analysis

· Readings

· Videos (ex. “Optimizing Intelligences: Thinking, Emotion and Creativity”)

	Transition to Independence

· Consumer Choice

· Setting Priorities

· Career Goals

· Taxes

· Financial Budgeting

· Resume Writing
	· Final Project (15 page paper incorporating research, interviews, readings, etc.)

·  45 minute presentation


· Texts & Supplemental Instructional Materials
a. Primary Textbooks and Core Literature

· Holt, Rhinehart and Winston.  Holt Economics.  Chapter 1.

· High School Financial Planning Program: Student Workbook. National Endowment for Financial Education: Colorado, 1997.

· Gardner, Howard. Multiple Intelligences.  New York: Basic Books, 1993.

· Goleman, Daniel. Emotional Intelligence: Why it can matter more than IQ. New York: Bantam Books, 1995.

b. Other Suggested Readings

· Chavez, Cesar. Cesar Chavez: Autobiography of La Causa
· Chiu, Ping. Chinese Labor in California 1850-1880
· Faludi, Susan. Backlash
· Cose, Ellis. The Rage of the Privileged Class
· Greene, Laura. Child Labor: Then and Now
· Landau, Elaine. Sexual Harassment
· Lewis, Sasha. Slave Trade Today: American Exploitation of Illegal Aliens

· Schwartz, Felice. Breaking with Tradition: Women and Work
· Sinclair, Upton. The Jungle
· Terkel, Studs. Working
· Work, John. Race, Economics, and Corporate America

· Newspaper/Magazine articles and other research material directly related to each student’s individual project
· Instructional Methods and/or Strategies
a. Primary Instructional Methods/Strategies
· Lecture, research, interviewing, readings, experiential (project-based) learning

b. Other Strategies

· Group work, videos, internet research, and simulations
· Assessment Methods and/or Tools
· Traditional quizzes/tests on Economic Theory and Emotional Intelligence Units (15% of grade)

· 15 page research and analysis paper (15% of grade)

· Reflective Essay which includes references to both on-site experiences and personal growth (10%)

· Creation of an annotated bibliography of both general course readings and individualized research (10%)

· Daily journal which includes personal reflections on the students’ individual experiences and learning as well as a time log of their on-site work experience (15%)

· Attendance and class participation (10%)

· Final WISE Presentation: Students will both write a final paper and deliver a final presentation (45 minutes) before their peers, mentors, parents, community contacts, and other community members. Students are expected to use a variety of styles and media (25%)

· Assessment Criteria
· Traditional assessment criteria, including consideration of quiz/test grades, depth and breadth of research, descriptive and reflective journal entries and essay, consistent attendance and active participation in class discussions, and overall responsibility and effort

· In general, we expect student performance to conform with the high expectations and standards of Milken Community High School’s academic classes

· For final WISE Presentation, students are evaluated by a committee of Milken Community High School faculty, community representatives and peers.  The evaluation includes the overall project, the journal, the quantity and quality of the reading and other research, personal growth, as well as public speaking skills and the professional quality of their presentation

